ELGIN HERITAGE COMMISSION
Tuesday, March 6, 2018
7:00pm
City Council Chambers, 2nd Floor North Tower
150 Dexter Court, Elgin, IL 60120
AGENDA

A. Call Meeting to Order and Roll Call
B. Approval of Minutes
1. February 6, 2018 – Elgin Heritage Commission
2. February 13, 2018 – Elgin Heritage Commission – Sign Design Committee

C. Recognize Persons Present
D. Plaque Applications
1. 671 McClure Avenue

E. Old Business
1. Reports from Neighborhood Groups on Heritage Related Activities
2. 2018 Elgin Heritage Commission Goals
a. Directional Signage, 2018
(a) Update
b. Historic Resources Survey
(a) No update
c. Web Based App
(a) Photographs/Audio
(i) Update at April 3 meeting
d. Elgin Historic District and Landmark Design Guidelines
(a) No update
e. Preservation Month Planning
(a) Update on events/programs so far
f. Mayor’s Awards Planning
(a) Caterer update
(b) Mayor’s Awards Nomination Review

F. New Business
1. Individual Elgin Bungalow Thematic Historic District Application
a. 325 Washburn Street

G. Other Business
H. Adjournment
THE CITY OF ELGIN IS SUBJECT TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990.
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES WHO PLAN TO ATTEND THIS MEETING AND WHO REQUIRED CERTAIN
ACCOMMODATIONS IN ORDER TO ALLOW THEM TO OBSERVE AND/OR PARTICIPATE IN THIS MEETING, OR WHO

HAVE QUESTIONS REGARDING THE ACCESSIBILITY OF THE MEETING OR THE FACILITIES, ARE REQUESTED TO
CONTACT THE HUMAN RESOURCES DEPARTMENT, ADA COORDINATOR AT (847) 931-5620 {TDD (847) 931-5616}
PROMPTLY TO ALLOW THE CITY OF ELGIN TO MAKE REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS FOR THOSE PERSONS.

City of Elgin
Elgin Heritage Commission
February 6, 2018
Minutes
A. The meeting of the Elgin Heritage Commission was called to order at 7:00 p.m. in the City
Council Chambers by Chairman John Wiedmeyer.
1. Members Present:

Brian Anderson, Kimberly Bauer, John Marston, Scott Savel, Judith
Van Dusen, Tom Krebsbach, George Rowe and John Wiedmeyer

2. Members Absent:

Steve Thoren

3. Others Present:

Rebecca Hunter

4. City Staff Present:

Christen Sundquist, Historic Preservation Planner

B. Approval of Minutes:
1. A motion was made by Commissioner Anderson to approve the January 2, 2018 minutes
with the following amendments: B-1 “October 3” to “November 7.”
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Savel.
The motion passed 7-0-1 (Rowe abstained).
C. Recognize Persons Present: Rebecca Hunter
D. Plaque applications:
1. 413 Douglas Avenue – The plaque nomination received the following average scores:
Historic Significance 7.87; Architectural Significance: 7.62; Current Maintenance: 8.12.
A motion was made by Commissioner Savel to approve awarding the plaque for the
property with the inscription that would read H. (Henry) Schoonhoven, 1903.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Rowe.
The motion passed unanimously.
E. Old Business
1. Reports from Neighborhood Groups on Heritage Related Activities
a. Commissioner Rowe stated that interior demolition has begun at 302 W. Chicago
Street and that the History Museum plans to proceed with the rehabilitation early
this spring. Commissioner Rowe also noted that the History Museum has received
several large donations from Mike Alft and that the project would not have been
able to continue as quickly as it has if it weren’t for him.
b. Commissioner Anderson noted that NENA will be hosting another bike tour for
Preservation Month and will focus on the area’s mid-century architecture.
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2. 2018 Elgin Heritage Commission Goals
a. Historic District Signage
Staff noted that the Signage Design Review meeting will be held on February 13,
2018 at 7:00PM or directly after the Design Review Subcommittee’s meeting located
within the City Council Chambers.
b. Historic Resources Survey
Staff noted that she will be working with Judson Professor, Christopher Miller, in
organizing an assignment for the students to complete a survey of one of the
remaining areas on the west side. She noted that this will be an assignment
scheduled for the Fall Semester.
c. Web Based App
a) Photographs:
Update at April 3, 2018 meeting
d. Elgin Historic District and Landmark Design Guidelines
a) Staff noted that the guidelines are now 10 years old and need of updating. Some
of the information has changed and the images are outdated. Staff proposed a
new layout and noted to the commission that she will be reviewing the
guidelines for improvement and alterations and will ask for comments regarding
the chapter edits and additions as well as changes to images. Staff noted that
any additions or alterations to the text will need to be approved by City Council
after the Heritage Commission’s recommendation.
e. Preservation Month Planning
a) Staff noted to the Commission that per the direction from the previous meeting,
staff looked into the Old Elgin High School – Gymnasium for the awards. The
rental costs were low, comparatively, and chairs and tables will be provided and
set up for the event. The Commission agreed that this is a great space for the
event and will hopefully attract residents and visitors to the ceremony because
of nostalgia.
b) Staff provided two cost estimates for the catering of the event. The Commission
noted that this is their signature event but it was disconcerting that over half of
the given budget will be spent for this event this early in the year. As many
residents and visitors look forward to this event, the Commissioners noted that
they do not want to sacrifice the quality of the ceremony but will need to
reevaluate what they have and seek additional assistance in the future to be able
to pay for the rising costs of the Mayor’s Awards.
Commissioner Anderson made the motion to award Eventastik, Inc. with catering
the Mayor’s Awards.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Savel.
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Commissioner Rowe asked for clarification regarding the menu provided by
Eventastik as it does not state how many or what the Hors d’ouerves were going
to be. The Commissioners agreed that they need a little more information
regarding this cost estimate to ensure that both estimates were comparable.
Staff stated that she will receive a more detailed menu for comparison.
Commissioner Savel moved to amend the motion by adding the words, “if menu
for Hors d’ouerves are comparable to the second caterer’s cost estimate with an
amount not to exceed $2,218.”
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Krebsbach.
The motion passed unanimously.

F. New Business
1. Historic Rehabilitation Grants
a. Staff reminded the Commission that the Historic Rehabilitation Grants are now open
and applications may be picked up at the Community Development Department or
could be downloaded online.
In regards to the City Council’s comments last year, staff provided an evaluation of
last year’s grant applicants and the scoring sheet to the Commissioners. She noted
that a comment made by City Council was regarding the points awarded to nonowner occupied (3 points) and owner occupied (5 points) in Part 4 of the 50-50
Grant scoring sheet. Some of the Council Members expressed their interest in seeing
less points be given to the non-owner occupied applicants while favoring owners
who live on the property.
Staff gave the Commissioners the score sheet from 2017 with the total points
awarded (3 points non-owner occupied; 5 points owner occupied), in addition with a
score sheet with the same applicants but with the total points awarded adjusted to
0 points for non-owner occupied and 5 points for owner occupied.
The outcome showed the same results (applicants that were awarded with the old
point system were still awarded with the new point system) though the points were
minimally closer to each other.
Although the difference in total awarded points was minimal and the outcome did
not change, the Commission felt that the adjustment should still be made for the
2018 Grant year.
Commissioner Rowe made the motion to adjust the scoring for non-owner occupied
properties from 3 points to 0 points in Part 4 while maintaining the 5 points for
owner-occupied properties.
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The motion was seconded by Anderson.
The motion passed unanimously.
G. Other Business
1. Chairman Wiedmeyer reminded the Commissioners that the Mayor’s Awards
nominations were due on Thursday, February 22nd.
2. Chairman Wiedmeyer also mentioned the Elgin Tower Open House to be held on
Thursday, February 8th at 4:30PM. Those Commissioners who are interested in the open
house, must RSVP.
H. Adjournment
A motion was made by Commissioner Rowe to adjourn the meeting. The motion was
seconded by Commissioner Bauer and passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at
8:49 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Christen Sundquist, Historic Preservation Planner
Community Development Department
Approved:

City of Elgin
Elgin Heritage Commission – Special Meeting
Downtown Historic District Sign Design Review
February 13, 2018
Minutes
A. The special meeting of the Elgin Heritage Commission was called to order at 7:15 p.m. in the
City Council Chambers by Chairman John Wiedmeyer.
1. Members Present:

Brian Anderson, Kimberly Bauer, John Marston (7:25 p.m.), Scott
Savel, Judith Van Dusen, George Rowe and John Wiedmeyer

2. Members Absent:

Steve Thoren, Tom Krebsbach

3. Others Present:

Tom Armstrong, Darlene Hulin, Don Pielin, Jennifer Fukala

4. City Staff Present:

Christen Sundquist, Historic Preservation Planner; Cindy Walden

B. New Business
1. Downtown Commercial Historic District Signage Review
Members present along with Downtown Neighborhood Association’s Design Committee
were provided information and images regarding the design submittals for the
Downtown Commercial Historic District signage competition.
The Review Committee went through the 17 design submittals and discussed the design,
legibility, and how each represented the district. They commemorated each entry for
their participation and for contributing design expertise to this unique competition. The
discussion generated a lot of enthusiasm and the committee mentioned that they were
impressed with what was submitted.
After a lengthy discussion, the review committee completed a blind vote of which the
top three designs were selected with a clear winner.
Staff indicated that the Grand Prize winner will be announced at the Mayor’s Awards to
be held on May 1, 2018 at the Old Elgin High School’s Gymnasium. The runners up along
with the other entries will also be acknowledged at that time.

C. Other Business
1. Staff reminded both groups that Mayor’s Awards nominations are due on February 23rd.
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D. Adjournment
A motion was made by Commissioner Anderson to adjourn the meeting. The motion was
seconded by Commissioner Rowe and passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at
8:07 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Christen Sundquist, Historic Preservation Planner
Community Development Department
Approved:

Heritage Building Plaque Application: Sears House Plaque
Name: Barry Roberts
Building Address: 671 McClure
Building Name (for public/commercial structures only):
Current Owners: Barry Roberts
Street: 671 McClure
Daytime Phone: 224 715-5458
City: Elgin
State: IL
Zip: 60123
Email Address: accentblindco172@scbglobal.net
If different than above:
Applicant’s Name
Daytime Phone:
Address:
City:
State:
Zip:
Email:
Address:
Original Owner: Carl and Elizabeth Lalleman
Date of Construction: 1926
Architect (if known): Sears, Roebuck and Company
Builder (if known): Arthur Levine
Please attach the following information:
1. Statement of Value: This statement should include a narrative description of the historical
and architectural value of the building.
2. Photocopies of relevant research materials including but not limited to, Sanborn Maps,
City Directories and original property deeds. See page 3 of the program guidelines for
research locations.
3. Building Alterations: List any alterations to the exterior of the building. Attach copies of
all building permit applications.
4. Photographs: Include a recent photograph in which the building is clearly visible.
Additional photographs depicting close-up details of decorative features are helpful.
Stipulations
If the building is not awarded a plaque, the application fee will be refunded.
This application and submitted materials shall be retained by the City of Elgin as a part of
the permanent record of the building.
The Elgin Heritage Commission has the authority to edit and publish the information
submitted in the application. This does not prohibit others from using the information.
When awarded, the plaque will remain with the building and should not be altered or
removed from the building. It is the City’s responsibility to replace the plaque if or when the
situation warrants it.
In addition to the above stipulations, the undersigned attests that the information provided
is, to the best of his/her knowledge, accurate.
Owner’s Signature _____________________________________ Date ____________

ELGIN SEARS HOUSE PLAQUE PROGRAM
DOCUMENTATION FOR SEARS HOUSES
STATEMENT OF VALUE
This house was ordered from the Sears Roebuck and Company catalog, and
built in 1926. The Sears model is the “Crescent”. This model was marketed
between 1921 and 1933. Original cost of materials was approximately
$1900, plus shipping. See attached reproduction of the Sears catalog page
for details
This is one of more than 200 Sears homes located in Elgin. Identifying and
documenting it contributes not only to the architectural history of Elgin but
also to that of the nation.
The Sears origin of this house has been documented by:
___X__ Sears part numbers on beams or rafters.
___X__ Mortgage financing from Sears
_____ shipping labels
_____ blueprints
_____ other papers from Sears
_____ oral history - details listed below:
See attached images of these documents.

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE
Legal description: West Park Addition Block 6 Lot 4
This subdivision, to the east of Wing Park, was platted in 1887 by William Grote and Elisha
Dunbar Waldron. Most of the homes were not constructed until the 1920s.
William Grote came to Elgin in 1871 at age 22. For ten years he worked as a grocer. Then, as a
member of the Elgin Improvement Association, in partnership with E. D. Waldron and A. B.
Church, he was instrumental in bringing new industry to Elgin. According to the 1908 Kane
County Historical Atlas, the Association offered incentives to business owners who were willing
to locate in Elgin, including free land for their factories and building lots for employee homes.
Companies that moved to Elgin as part of this program included the Elgin City Electric Railway
Company, D. C. Cook, Illinois Watch Case, Ludlow Shoe Factory, Cutter and Crosette Shirt
Factory, Elgin Silver Plate, Brethern Publishing Company and Seybold Piano and Organ
Company. Grote served as Elgin’s Mayor from 1891-1895.
Elisha Dunbar Waldron, born in 1849 in Winzlar, Hanover, Germany, came to the United States
at age 16 and worked in Bartlett on a farm until moving to Elgin in 1871. In addition to his work
with the Elgin Improvement Association, he was treasurer of the Elgin Packing Company, and
served as city treasurer from 1881-82.
671 McClure and three others in the subdivision (517 Clark, 524 Clark and 774 Buckeye) were
purchased from Sears, Roebuck and Company through their mail order house catalogs.
Sears, Roebuck and Company Mail Order Homes
Historical Information
Between 1908 and 1940, Sears Roebuck and Company marketed over 450 different
models of homes by mail order catalog. All the materials needed to build the house were
shipped to the buyer, usually by rail. Parts for a typical home numbered around 30,000
and filled two boxcars. The buyer could either assemble the house, or hire Sears or
another contractor to do so. Most of the homes were offered as precut kits, for which the
framing boards were precut at the mill and numbered. Assembly instructions and
blueprints were provided. Cost of the materials for a single house ranged from $146.25
for a 2-room vacation cottage (no bath) in 1911, to $5,927 for a 2.5 story, 8 room, 2.5
bath 1921 copy of George Washington's Cambridge Massachusetts residence, named the
“Martha Washington” by Sears. The price did not include the cost of the lot and
foundation, nor the labor to erect the house. Doubling the catalog price gives an
approximate estimate of the total cost.
Sears, although probably the best-known, was not the only supplier of precut kit homes.
In addition to large companies marketing to large geographic areas, there were small
companies that sold to local markets. The major companies providing kit homes
nationwide are listed below. Sales figure estimates are provided where possible.
Bay City Michigan:
Aladdin 1906-82, 100,000 homes
Lewis/Liberty 1913-1973, 60,000 homes
Sterling 1915-1971 35,000 homes
McClure 1922-1927

Chicago, Illinois:
Sears, Roebuck 1908-1940 60-70,000 homes
Montgomery Ward 1909-1931
Harris Brothers 1908-1933
Davenport, Iowa:
Gordon-Van tine 1909-1946
Los Angeles, California:
Pacific Homes 1908-1940
Homes available from Sears included vacation cottages, four to ten room single family
homes, duplexes, 4-flats, garages, farmhouses, barns and agricultural outbuildings.
Styles of the homes followed popular taste for the year, such as Arts and Crafts
Bungalows, American foursquare, Colonial Revival, Dutch Colonial Revival, Tudor
Revival, Mission Revival and large Victorianesque homes. Approximately 60,000 to
70,000 of these "Modern Homes" were sold, most east of the Rocky Mountains, to
individuals as well as to corporations. To date, no Sears kit homes have been
documented on the west coast, probably because shipping costs would have been
prohibitive. Since Sears no longer has records of these sales, the locations of most of
these homes, which constitute an important part of the nation's architectural heritage,
are unknown. Local surveys, underway since the 1990s in various parts of the country,
have proved invaluable in locating some of these homes.
Because Elgin, Illinois was near the Chicago headquarters of Sears, on a main railroad
line, experienced significant growth during the years Sears sold homes, and had a local
Sears Home Sales Office, a large number of Sears homes are located here. The Modern
Homes District Sales Office in Elgin, locate at 55 S Grove St in the Notting Building, was
staffed by John Garman, who built himself a Sears “Barrington” model at 327 Hamilton
in 1928.
The construction dates of Elgin’s Sears homes range from 1913 to 1942, with the bulk of
them built in the mid- to late 1920s. An initial survey of Elgin’s Sears homes, funded by
the Elgin Heritage Commission, was carried out in 1999 by Rebecca Hunter. The survey
was updated in 2004. Copies are available at the City of Elgin Planning Department, the
Gail Borden Library, and the Elgin Area Historical Museum.
Total number of Sears houses identified as of February 2018: 232
Documentations of Sears origin obtained: 168
# mortgages from Sears: 139
History of Occupancy
The first owners of 671 McClure were Carl A. Lalleman and his wife Elizabeth. Carl was
born about 1897 in Alsace, Lorraine of German parents and was a naturalized citizen
whose native tongue was German. Prior to moving to 671 McClure, the Lallemans lived
at 607 Jefferson in Elgin. Carl worked for Foreman Stove and Oven Works. They had
two children, Carl H. born in 1921 and Elaine, born in 1925.

The house was initially financed by a $3800 mortgage from Sears; however, in the years
after the Great Depression, due to losses of over eight million dollars in unpaid
mortgages, Sears abandoned the financing business. The Lallemans obtained a $3000
mortgage in 1931from the Equitable Life Assurance Company and paid off the Sears
mortgage. The Great Depression took a toll not only on companies such as Sears, but
especially on families trying to make ends meet. The Lallemans were among these. After
losing 671 McClure to foreclosure in 1933, the Lallemans moved to 269 Bartlett in
Elgin.
At the time of Carl A.’s 1942 draft registration, the family still lived at 269 Bartlett, and
Carl worked in Geneva at the Modern Steel Equipment Company. During the 1950s, the
family coincidentally lived in another Sears, Roebuck house in Elgin, the large
foursquare duplex “Garfield” model at 390 Prairie Street. Carl A. and Elizabeth lived in
one unit, and son Carl H. and his wife Margaret lived in the other.
In 1938, the Equitable Life Assurance Company transferred the property by Warranty
Deed to Frank and Irene Reeves, who promptly took out a $2600 mortgage with that
company. Frank worked as a dry goods salesman. Prior to purchasing 671 McClure, he
lived in Elgin at 26 S. Alfred Street. Frank was born in 1903, and died in 1951. He is
buried at Bluff City Cemetery. In 1954, his widow Irene sold the house to Hiram L.
Prichard, who lived there until his death in 1963.
The next owner was Gregg N. Fohrman and his wife. In April of 1977, Clifford Erwin
Young and his wife bought the house but only lived there until 1979, when George
Joseph Schneider and his wife purchased it. In 1987, Schneider sold the house to John
W. McCarthy. The current owner bought the house in 2007.
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
Sears named this Colonial cottage style model the “Crescent”. The “Crescent” was
popular in Elgin; this house is one of 16 Crescents built in town, 15 of which are still
standing. The purchaser of a Sears home could choose the exterior cladding for the
house: brick, stucco, clapboard or cedar shingle. Mr. Lalleman chose clapboard for the
lower part of the house, with cedar shingle on the gables.
Colonial Revival was the most popular house style in the country from 1880 until the
1950s. Prototypes for the style were the Georgian (1700-1780) and Adam (1780-1820)
styles of colonial days. These early homes were simple boxes two or more rooms deep,
with symmetrical façades. The side-gabled subtype comprised 40 percent of Georgian
and Adam houses.
The style came back into popularity towards the end of the 19th century. Features of the
style seen in this example include a side-gabled structure with an accentuated front door
flanked by sidelights, a porch with a deeply arched roof gable, a porch roof supported by
pairs of round Colonial style columns, double hung windows with multi-pane glazing in
the top sashes, and grouped windows.

ALTERATIONS
There are no exterior alterations to the house.
The garage, which is most likely also from Sears, has a replacement overhead door.
The interior was altered, probably originally, from the floor plan shown on the attached
catalog page. This house is Floor Plan P13086A, the smaller of the two versions shown.
The catalog shows the bedrooms having access from the living room and the dining
room, respectively, with the bathroom sandwiched between the bedrooms. This house
has a configuration similar to Floor Plan B, with entry to a hall from the dining room,
and the bedrooms and bathroom opening off from the hall.
Permits on file with the City of Elgin include:
1926: permission to build a one-family house, Arthur Levine contractor
1926: electric installation, 30 outlets
1939 Residential card showing a one-family, one story house with garage
1948: electric installation
1952: repairs
1971: electric revision for Foremann
1977: inspection, no violations found
1979: inspection, no violations found
Addenda
Photos of house
Deed of mortgage from Sears, 1926, Book 813 Page 443-46
Deed of second mortgage 1931
Foreclosure deed 1933
1926 catalog page Sears Modern Homes Catalog showing the “Crescent”
Page from 1997 Elgin Sears House Research Project
Subdivision plat map Plat Book 7 page 31
City directory page 1927-28

West elevation

Southwest elevation

North elevation

Entry

Garage

Part number on joist

Page from 1999 survey “Elgin Sears House Research Project”:

Excerpt from 1877 subdivision plat map
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Mayors Awards Nominations - 2018
1. Capstone Development and Skender Construction: The William Stickling Award for the
adaptive reuse of the Elgin Tower Building into the Elgin Tower Luxury Lofts.
2. Chamber of Commerce: For organizing the Open Elgin event, which is a one day event
that allows for residents and visitors to explore Elgin’s unique architecture.
3. Church of the Brethren – General Offices: For preserving an excellent example of midcentury modern architecture and furniture of their building at 1451 Dundee Avenue as
well as volunteering to be a part of the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s Elgin –
Mid-Century Field Study that was conducted in November of 2017.
4. Union National Bank: For preserving an excellent example of mid-century modern
architecture and furniture of their building at 101 E. Chicago Street as well as
volunteering to be a part of the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s Elgin – MidCentury Field Study that was conducted in November of 2017.
5. Elgin Golferettes: For over 65 years of service as a women’s athletic organization for
promoting teamwork, community pride as well as their history since beginning at the
Elgin National Watch Factory in 1951.
6. GSA Properties – 70 S. Chapel Street: For rehabilitation of the wrap around porch and
front porch balcony of George Cook’s private residence, designed by W. W. Abell, to
specifications that matched the original photographs.
7. Fire Department 150th Anniversary Committee: For commemorating the history of the
Elgin Fire Department by hosting a celebratory event on September 16, 2017.
8. Paul Richardson and Lou Stotts of ABODE for maintaining and beautifying the historic
Pioneer Memorial designed and created by notable Elginite Trygve Rovelstad.
9. Paul Bednar: For rehabilitation and restoration of 18 N. Porter Street.
10. Steve and Laura Stroud: For the continual restoration of 653 Douglas Avenue by
bringing back the original dormers on the North elevation.
11. George Rawlinson: For his continual volunteerism and support he has given to Elgin, its
history and its future.
12. Police Chief Jeff Swaboda: For his extraordinary and historic work he is doing for Elgin
and its Police Department but as well as being an active volunteer in promoting Elgin’s
history.
13. Downtown Neighborhood Association – Design Committee: For preparing and
distributing a self-guided tour of Elgin’s key downtown Mid-Century Buildings.
14. Jackie and Ira Marcus: For serving as role models in preservation leadership. They
educate, advocate, and preserve Elgin history as volunteers at the Elgin History
Museum.

and Skender Construction

ELGIN MAYOR'S AWARDS FOR PRESERVATION
NOMINATION
NOMINEE: Open Elgin Event 2017
ADDRESS: c/o Elgin Area Chamber, 31 S. Grove Ave., Elgin, IL 60120
PHONE: 847.741.5660
Description and significance of project or person/group: (50-100 words please)
III. EVENTS: Related to the heritage, architectural, or otherwise culture or history of Elgin or historical way
of life. News articles, programs, etc. must be submitted along with a short narrative of the event.
Ever notice an Elgin building and wonder what it is like inside? Hundreds of visitors got the chance to
the visit the interiors of 27 Elgin buildings last April. The Enhancing Elgin Committee of the Elgin Area
Chamber organized the Open Elgin event in April 2017 so visitors could explore Elgin buildings, admire
the architecture, and gaze at amazing views, all free!
Background
Based on the successful programs of other larger cities, like Open House Chicago and Open Doors
Milwaukee, Open Elgin attracted hundreds of visitors for its premiere year. The event featured Elgin's
diverse commercial architectural styles, and sparked an interest and curiosity in older areas of Elgin,
including mid-century modern buildings like the Brethren offices. Triumph Community Bank sponsored
the event and made it possible to create banners and signage.
The Committee is a partnership of Elgin organizations dedicated to enhancing Elgin’s image. Partners
include Judson University, Gail Borden Public Library, U-46 School District, Elgin Community College,
Downtown Neighborhood Association, Elgin Area Convention and Visitor’s Bureau, Elgin History
Museum and the City of Elgin, all led by the Elgin Area Chamber. Each partner took on responsibilities
for the event including promotion, volunteers, signage, website, building recruitment, and overall
organization. The Gail Borden Public Library trained and managed 75 volunteers who welcomed visitors
at each site. The Elgin Area Chamber staff created and managed the openelgin.com website, obtaining
photos from a variety of Elgin photographers. The Museum, Library, City, Chamber and others assisted
in research on each building.
Visitor data shows that more than 600 people came from Elgin and many surrounding communities to
take advantage of the event and learn more about Elgin architecture. The program was successful and
will take place this year on Saturday, April 21 from 1-5 p.m.
Supporting Documentation

Please review these links:
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FW5Vn6lTNW8E&h=ATMs049nhJZ41tz0o
4OS_3Q0Mv39p9kU7dlL8pP-QIFADUOv8rXwOxxaYTlpZWXNWKWEhvazeHjTkxmQyKmGomLMae5A0nvrSvgMt5z-xnVgrM2sGi2RfFQZuvKQC7S7Ak0-MA-WLcsXKAd1QMSYnzOFnbmoUKQ3TZYXM_1jzmB8YlExGCEiDVB_twWPZfOl6fYxtkdbxcI8myDwVXUMG5Q1e6cE62KerNnJ_-U2WCg
https://www.facebook.com/gailbordenpubliclibrary/videos/10154127406081580/?hc_ref=ARSEvqR5Gk
5nENcxQWNSoNtNaJ0vKGZgldEie8E77ahJYLYQ0y7_xorx4McclcZ7L3Q
http://kanecountyconnects.com/2017/04/open-elgin-on-april-22-will-showcase-citys-amazingarchitecture-history/
www.openelgin.com

NOMINATED BY:
Name: Elizabeth Marston, Museum Director
Address: Elgin History Museum, 360 Park St., Elgin, IL 60120
Phone: 847.610.0993
Email: museum@elginhistory.org

ELGIN MAYOR'S AWARDS FOR PRESERVATION
NOMINATION
NOMINEE: _______Church of the Brethren - General Offices (Wendy McFadden)__
ADDRESS:

________1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, ______________________

PHONE:

(__847__) __742___-_5100 ext 307__

Description and significance of project or person/group: (50-100 words please)
This nomination is for the Church of the Brethren - General Offices (Wendy McFadden) for
preserving an excellent example of mid-century modern architecture and furniture and for
volunteering to be a part of Elgin's Mid-Century Modern Field Study that was a part of the
National Trust for Historic Preservation's Past Forward Conference in November of 2017.
Background:
The Church of the Brethren Publishing House has had a long history in Elgin, IL. Originally, the
publishing house operated in Mt. Morris, IL through 1897. As they expanded, they needed easier
access to the railroad and mailing facilities, leading them to Elgin in 1899.
The Publishing House and Main Office of the Church of the Brethren remained at 22 S. State
Street for 60 years until they could no longer meet the needs of the business. The Church of the
Brethren purchased a 57 acre parcel of land just before Elgin's city limits.
The move to this location was nicely tied into the 250th anniversary of the denomination.
Ground breaking ceremonies were held in March of 1958, with a completion date in May of
1959.
The structure demonstrates many features of the International Style including its use of steel,
glass and brick but what is most unique is its elliptical tower on the front of the elevation that
forms the exterior wall of the chapel. It is clad in large granite stones that are also found along
the entry road and terraces, tying the site and building together. Hidden among the large stones
are numerous tiny, inconspicuous stained glass windows that admit colored light to the interior
of the chapel.
What's more impressive than its exterior is the building's interior. The modular system found on
the exterior is also carried into the interior with moveable oak partitions. This was unique and
practical because as the offices grew and adapted to changing times, they were able to adjust
their floor plan to reflect that. The Church of the Brethren have sensitively preserved this unique
modular system and continue to use it today.
In addition, there is an impressive amount of original interior furnishes including Charles and
Ray Eames tables, Florence Knoll sofas, Eero Saarinen tables, George Nelson clocks, along with
local companies such as Elgin's Johnson Plastic Tops, to name a few.

ELGIN MAYOR'S AWARDS FOR PRESERVATION
NOMINATION
NOMINEE: _______Union National Bank (Fred Shaw and Donna Christensen)__
ADDRESS:

________101 E. Chicago Street, Elgin, ______________________

PHONE:

(__847__) __888___-_7500__

Description and significance of project or person/group: (50-100 words please)
This nomination is for the Union National Bank (Fred Shaw and Donna Christensen) for
preserving an excellent example of mid-century modern architecture and art as well as for
volunteering to be a part of Elgin's Mid-Century Modern Field Study that was a part of the
National Trust for Historic Preservation's Past Forward Conference in November of 2017.
Background:
The Union National Bank’s west elevation is clad in concrete, giving the impression of
solidity and dependability. Exposed steel girders at its north elevation imply strength,
while marble brings to mind affluence, wealth, and abundance. Its plate glass front wall
connects the outside with the inside, and gives a feeling of transparency, openness, and
honesty. The two-story windows allow passersby to view not only the downstairs lobby
but also the mezzanine level. The dark, solid marble slab bearing the name of the bank is a
strong contrast to the lightness of the window wall.
The Union National Bank opened its door for business on May 4, 1904 at its present
location. This bank is considered the oldest bank in the Elgin area, as all predecessors have
been sold or converted to branches. The Bank prospered in a brick Queen Anne style
building with a corner entrance, and that building's likeness can be seen today in the mural
located in the Bank's lobby. This mural was created by Martin K. Ziegner. Ziegner was a
Chicago artist in the 40s through the 60s known for his social realism paintings. (This
movement became popular in the 30s but fell out of fashion in the 60s.) While restoring the
mural which covers the ceiling of the lobby of the Palmer House, Ziegner unfortunately fell
to his death due to a plank in the scaffolding giving way. This was only 4 years after he
completed the mural that we will see inside the bank.
In 1948, the Bank obtained the right to offer trust services, and the name became Union
National Bank and Trust Company of Elgin. Among other innovations was one of the area's
first drive up windows. It was known as the "Pop Up" and required the teller to work in a
small hut that remained under the sidewalk, to be summoned by a hydraulic lift to street
level where the banking customer awaited. This was installed in the 1940s (right after the
reign of fear caused by John Dillinger) and was used up until the buildings installation of a
drive up window in 1967.
In 1960 the Bank demolished its existing building and built the present main office on the
same site. The building was designed by the same architects, Frazier, Raftery, Orr and

ELGIN MAYOR'S AWARDS FOR PRESERVATION
NOMINATION
NOMINEE: ____________Elgin Golferettes____________________
ADDRESS:

__________________________________________________________________

PHONE:

(_______) __________-__________________

Description and significance of project or person/group: (50-100 words please)
The Elgin Golferettes have been an active women’s golf league since 1951 and continued their
history, traditions and stories through documentation, events and of course, their leagues. With
the help of the Elgin Area Historical Society, the group was able to compile all of their research
about the history of their league as well as its past members.
The following excerpt is from a history written by Susan McIntyre for the league’s 60th
anniversary:
Organized in 1951, the original name for the league was the “Wackers” and it was formed to
provide another recreational outlet for 32 interested female employees of the Elgin National
Watch Factory. Along with three men’s leagues (Golfers, Duffers, and Hackers), the four groups
alternated weekly nine-hole plays at four local public courses including Bartlett Hills, Villa
Olivia, Bonnie Dundee and St. Andrews Country Clubs.
Over the years changes took place. The league’s name became Elgin Golferettes and the ladies
became more independent of the men’s leagues. With the closing of the Watch Factory in the
1960s, the league opened up to other working girls to join the Tuesday afternoon league. The
names of past and current members number over 250.
The ladies who organized the Elgin based league set it up as a way to get fresh air, exercise and
have fun but more importantly to reflect back on a sense of teamwork and community pride that
came out of working at the Elgin National Watch Factory.

NOMINATION PROCEDURES:
*
Projects not chosen may be re-nominated, but must be resubmitted each year for
consideration.
*
Building and site projects must have been completed within the past five years.
*
Nominations may be submitted by FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2018.
Please submit completed nomination forms and supporting documentation to Christen
Sundquist, Community Development Department, City of Elgin, 150 Dexter Court, Elgin,
IL 60120. Phone 847-931-6004.

Elgin Mayor’s Award for Preservation nomination
Nominee: GSA Properties
Address:
Phone:
Description and significance of project:
The porch on 70 S. Chapel has been in need of repair for decades. Here it is in 2008 with 2 X 4 rails.

Two of the past owners have come to the city asking about restoring the porch. They were given the old
picture and were encouraged to duplicate those details. They
both backed out because it was too expensive.

I was in attendance when the current owner came to the Design Review meeting to talk about restoring
the porch. He said that he would do whatever the committee wanted. That attitude alone is enough to
warrant a Mayor’s award. He put back the spindled balustrade with goosenecks including the curved
rails on the porch steps. He also put back the balustrade on the proch roof and other missing details.
The bottom of the porch apron is two courses or fancy cut limestone. When they bull dozed 132 S. State
at my recommendation the owner of 70 S. Chapel approached the demo company about getting some
of the limestone from the foundation. He rescued some and used it on 70 S. Chapel to fill in the missing
pieces.

Here is a current picture:

In Mike Alft’s 1980 book entitled The Elgin Historic District he describes 70 S. Chapel this way:
A three-story octagon boardinghouse once stood on the site. It was destroyed by fire in 1897. The son of
D. C. Cook, the publisher, lived in this 10 room house, which was erected in 1898–99. The architect was
WW Abell. An early automobile enthusiast, George Cook fitted the garage with a revolving turntable to
avoid having to back out. His father often rode a bicycle to work. One morning before starting time,
while he was idling with his employees near the planet entrance, George wheeled up an eye-catching
roadster. The old man fifth wryly observed, “You’ve got to have a rich father to afford a car like that.”

Nominated by:
Dan Miller
155 S. Gifford
224-245-7226
dmiller155@aol.com

ELGIN MAYOR'S AWARDS FOR PRESERVATION
NOMINATION
NOMINEE: _____Fire Department 150th Anniversary Committee___________________
ADDRESS:

__________________________________________________________________

PHONE:

(_______) __________-__________________

Description and significance of project or person/group: (50-100 words please)
September 13, 2017 marked the 150th Anniversary of the Elgin Fire Department. Beginning in
May of 2017, a group of volunteers (below) began organizing an event that would celebrate and
honor the Department’s 150th anniversary. This was a collaborative effort with the Fire
Department, Fire Barn Museum, Elgin History Museum and the Elgin Heritage Commission that
made the event not only a success but helped residents and visitors aware of such a significant
milestone of how far Elgin and the Fire Department has come since 1867.

The event was held on Saturday, September 16th and was located at the historic Fire Station No.
5 (Fire Barn Museum). The event included fire truck history, fire truck rides, a historic walking
tour, as well as congratulations from Congressman Raja Krishnamoorthi, State Representative
Anna Moeller and Illinois State Senator Cristina Castro. Fire Chief David Schmidt also
commemorated the event.
The Committee included: David Schmidt (Fire Chief), Robert Cagann (Assistant Chief), Kanen
Terry (Firefighter), Josh Soderberg (Firefighter), James Carrigan (Fire Barn Museum –
President), Dale Betts (Fire Barn Museum), Elizabeth Marston (Elgin History Museum –
Director), David Siegenthaler (Elgin History Museum) as well as members of the Elgin Heritage
Commission (John Wiedmeyer and George Rowe) and Christen Sundquist (Historic Preservation
Planner).

Letter from the Chief
It is my honor and pleasure to present the Elgin Fire
Department’s 150th anniversary booklet. This
anniversary marks a milestone in our Department’s
history and we are proud to be one of the oldest fire
departments in the nation. As you page through the
booklet or walk the floors of the museum, the history of
our Fire Department comes to life. Some additional
facts that you may not find are that the City was
founded in 1835 and the first reported building fire
occurred in 1838 where a blacksmith’s wooden shanty
burned to the ground. The first major fire occurred on
July 8, 1865 at 1:00 am. A fire swept the entire north
side of Main St (now East Chicago St) near Mill St (now Douglas Ave.). The
conflagration destroyed all the records of the City Clerk, Town Clerk and the Baptist
Church. There was no fire engine in the city at that time.

ELGIN FIRE DEPARTMENT
150th ANNIVERSARY

Prior to the Civil War, the City tested a pumper for firefighting, but were dissatisfied
with it and returned it to the east coast. The idea of a Fire Department was again
discussed in 1867 with the first fire apparatus (Elgin Hook & Ladder Company)
placed into service along with a large alarm bell located in a tower near the river.
Throughout our history the Elgin Fire Department has progressively evolved to meet
the challenges of the times. Whether it was the addition of horses, motorized
apparatus, Emergency Medical Services, specialized rescue teams or implementation
of new fire suppression technologies, after 150 years we continue to evolve to meet the
needs of this great community.
I would be remiss if I did not thank the many
volunteers who helped put this 150th anniversary
program together. These groups include the Elgin
Fire Barn #5 Museum Board, Elgin History
Museum, Elgin Heritage Commission, Gail Borden
Public Library and the countless volunteers who
help keep our history alive. The amount of history
we are able to display is directly attributable to
their efforts.

Mission statement
The Elgin Fire Department is dedicated to
providing a safe community through prevention
and mitigation of emergencies in a professional
and caring manner.

Companies
Calls/Alarms
Ambulances
Personnel
Stations
Horses in Service
Population of Elgin

1867
1
n/a
0
0
(Volunteer)
1

1910
5
120
0

1917
5
n/a
0

1967
6
n/a
0

2017
12
11.683
5

26
5

26
5

n/a
5

140
7

2

14

6

0

0

5,441

25,976

27,444

53,000

112,123

1869: Department purchases
the James T. Giﬀord Steamer

Elgin Hook & Ladder Co.
founded on September 16,
1867. The company was
located in a 2‐story wood
frame building known as the
Truck House located at 9 N.
Spring Street.

1860s

Oct. 18, 1871: Elgin opens
up their Fire Sta on to
house Chicagoans who
recently became home‐
less by the Great Chicago
Fire.

1870s

1881: Two
more steamers
purchased for
the growing
department

1880s

1912: Elgin purchases first motorized vehicle for the Fire Chief.

1888: Fire Sta on No. 1: The origi‐
nal was demolished and a new fire
sta on built in the same loca on.
The building was two stories in
height and accommodated six
horses, sleeping rooms for 6 men,
an oﬃce, hook and ladder and a
hay and grain lo .

Mar. 1, 1916: Elgin’s first motor fire truck was put into service. Took the place of
the old horse‐drawn combina on wagon at Sta on No. 1. Everyone had to learn how
to drive from the instructor that came to teach. Within a year, three motor vehicles
were in use at a cost savings of over 800% due to horse feeding.

Marckhoﬀ Brothers ‐ Mason
Joseph Pavey ‐ Carpenter
Cost to Build: $3,000
1897: Department
grows to three
sta ons

1890s
1888: Fire Alarm Boxes:
EAST SIDE
‐ Prospect and Lincoln
‐ Park and Giﬀord
‐ Hill and Chicago
‐ Summit and Douglas
‐ Dundee and Ann
‐ Center and Chicago
‐ Villa and St. Charles
‐ Bent and St. Charles
‐ Dexter and Douglas
‐ Chapel and Villa
WEST SIDE
‐ Lawrence and Crystal
‐ State and Highland
‐ State and Locust
‐ State and Walnut
‐ Moseley and Walnut
‐ Harvey and Washington
16 boxes are all that protect
the city

1922: Jerry and Bill, the last remaining horses were
decommissioned and sent to the Health Department.

1900s

1910s

1903: Department
grows to five sta ons

1920s
1930s: With the Depression
occurring, the city shut down
three sta ons, and le two to
defend the city. Eventually by
the end of the decade, all of
the sta ons were reopened.
Elgin listed as one of the best
Departments in Illinois.

1930s

1940s

1938: “Modern Firefigh ng” 50th
anniversary celebrated, as
professional firefigh ng started
with the new Sta on 1.
Several major fires occurred in this era
that s ll shape today’s policies on how
to handle events.

1940s: As technology advances, the use of
Ladder Trucks helps firemen
rescue previously unreachable people. The
photograph to the right is at a fire in 1944,
where a group of children come to watch
the events unfold. O en mes bystanders
would become vic ms themselves, thus
our changing policies to keeping people
away from scenes.

1950s: With new technology, we’re now able to
breath in any atmosphere, but isn't widely popular
because of the size and awkwardness.
1969: Department Equipment photo. You can see
that several genera ons of vehicles were s ll
u lized un l a me came when they could be
replaced. This occurs even today, as costs rise as
much as technology improvements increase.

Late 70’s/Early 80’s– Special teams
were formed to deal with the most
dangerous of situations, including
Water Rescue, Hazardous
Materials, and Technical rescues
in dangerous environments.

With several major roadways
through town and several railroads,
an ever increasing traffic of vehicles
causes numerous accidents and new
unique dangers to firemen and the
public alike, requiring the
department to create new training.

1950s

1960s

1970s
1974: EMS is introduced
to the na on. Elgin is one
of the first ci es to
purchase an ambulance,
as it is always seeking to
be at the forefront of
modern services.

1956: Devasta ng fires are one of the constants
throughout me, and this one is no diﬀerent. The
Rialto Theater fire is shown above. One interes ng fact
is that there have been three theaters located here, all
of which burned to the ground.

1980s

1990s

2000s
May 1, 2005:
Station No. 6 built and
later to win a design award
from Fire Chief Magazine!

2017: Approximately
112,000 people are
protected by 136 personnel,
with 7 Fire Stations,
7 Engines, 5 Ambulances,
2 Trucks answering
approximately 12,000 calls
a year.

2010s
May 5, 2008:
Station No. 7 built

2020s

A SPECIAL THANKS TO:
ELGIN FIRE DEPARTMENT
DAVID SCHMIDT, FIRE CHIEF
ROBERT CAGANN, ASSISTANT CHIEF
KANEN TERRY, FIREFIGHTER
JOSH SODERBERG, FIREFIGHTER
ELGIN FIRE BARN NO. 5 MUSEUM BOARD
JAMES CARRIGAN, PRESIDENT
DALE BETTS
ELGIN HISTORY MUSEUM
ELIZABETH MARSTON, DIRECTOR
DAVID SIEGENTHALER
ELGIN HERITAGE COMMISSION
JOHN WIEDMEYER, CHAIRMAN
GEORGE ROWE
CHRISTEN SUNDQUIST, STAFF

ELGIN MAYOR'S AWARDS FOR PRESERVATION
NOMINATION
Paul Richardson/Lou Stotts & ABODE
NOMINEE: __________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS:

102 Crighton Ave, Elgin, IL 60123
__________________________________________________________________

PHONE:

847
508
1947
(_______)
__________-__________________

Description and significance of project or person/group: (50-100 words please)
Paul and Lou, along with many other members of ABODE, actively maintain the plants
and flowers and keep the weeds at bay whenever they can since we adopted the
Pioneer Memorial statue (also know as the Rovelstad Statue). Many times throughout
the year, members clean up the grounds, plant new flowers and maintain the
appearance of the statue home along the bike path at a prominent part of the City's
downtown gateway beside the Fox River.

NOMINATION PROCEDURES:
*
Projects not chosen may be re-nominated, but must be resubmitted each year for
consideration.
*
Building and site projects must have been completed within the past five years.
*
Nominations may be submitted by THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2018.
Please submit completed nomination forms and supporting documentation to Christen
Sundquist, Community Development Department, City of Elgin, 150 Dexter Court,
Elgin, IL 60120. Phone 847-931-6004; sundquist_c@cityofelgin.org.
DOCUMENTATION TO BE PROVIDED:
Building and Sites:

Before Photos
After Photos

Persons/Groups and Outstanding Service Award:

Events:

Program from Event
News Articles

News Article
Photos
Evidence of Project

NOMINATED BY:
Jennifer Phillips
Name:________________________________________________________________________
500 Lawrence Ave
Address:______________________________________________________________________

588
7034
224 _________-_________________
Phone:(______)
phillipsville500@yahoo.com
Email: ________________________________________________________

ELGIN HERITAGE COMMISSION MAYOR'S AWARDS
The Mayor's Awards honor outstanding contributions to Elgin's heritage and educate the general public of the
value of older architecture, neighborhoods, and history.
I. Buildings:
Multifamily
Private Residences
In-Fill
Streetscape (3 or more structures)
Public Buildings
Commercial
Carriage House, Stables
Adaptive Re-use
Buildings must be 50 years old or older, or new construction sympathetic to the neighborhood, or be eligible
for the National Register of Historic Places or local landmark status. Preservation, restoration,
rehabilitation, maintenance, or additions must be appropriate and sympathetic. Before pictures should be
provided and after pictures must be provided as well as short narrative of the project.
II. Sites
Cemeteries
Parks
Gardens
Outdoor ornaments (statues, fountains)
Gazebos, pergolas, bridges
Fences, gates, walls
Maintained, restored, or replicated. Original project must be 50 years old or older. Before pictures where
possible and after picture must be provided as well as short narrative of the project.
III. Events:
Walks-House, Cemetery, Church, etc.
Parades, Performances
Social events open to the public
Re-creations of events
Related to the heritage, architectural, or otherwise culture or history of Elgin or historical way of life. News
articles, programs, etc. must be submitted along with a short narrative of the event.
IV. Persons and Groups:
Leads a preservation project.
Efforts to save historical property.
Educates and promotes an awareness of Elgin’s heritage.
Creative historic project relating to archival or object collections.
Maintain a continuous cultural or historical organization for 50 years or more.
V. The Mayor George Van De Voorde Outstanding Service Award*:
Demonstrates continuing vigor, imagination, and persistence in preserving Elgin's heritage. Work
that is broad in scope, could cover many areas, over a long period of time, above and beyond what
others have done
VI. The William Stickling Award*:
Dedicated to honor the achievements of adaptive reuse projects of industrial and commercial
buildings. The Heritage Commission established the award in 1998 in honor of the late William
Stickling.
VII. The Artisan Award*:
The Artisan Award recognizes the exemplary work of a contractor, craftsperson or artisan in the
preservation and restoration of Elgin’s architectural heritage
VIII. The Henry Jensen Award*:
The Henry Jensen Award recognizes extraordinary exterior and/or interior rehabilitation of work
completed within the past year.
* These awards may or may not be given annually.

ELGIN MAYOR'S AWARDS FOR PRESERVATION
NOMINATION
NOMINEE:
ADDRESS:
PHONE: (847

Paul and Jean Bednar
16 Rugby Pl
) 741- 2837

Description and significance of project or person/group: (50-100 words please)
A lot of people are flipping homes today, but a lot of the workmanship and results are often mediocre.
Paul and Jean Bednar take a different approach to flipping homes. Because they flip in their own
neighborhood, they choose houses they love and they put a lot of TLC into their project. In their
recent rehab of 18 N. Porter, they did a very impressive job. They took their time planning how to
make the house comfortable and family-friendly, how to make the neighbors happier, and how to keep
the integrity of the historic design both inside and out.
The Bednars transformed a dark ugly kitchen into a bright and beautiful utilitarian space. A tiny
powder room under the staircase was expanded and reimagined. Both rooms show their creativity.
The free-standing kitchen island is configured from antique doors and barn wood. An old treadle
sewing machine table is the base for the vessel sink in the powder room under the stairs. It looks
great! They unearthed a beautiful tiled fireplace from under a camouflage covering of modern brick,
and found the perfect wooden mantel to return to the space. They also installed a window above the
upstairs bathroom door to add light to a dark hallway.
They repaired and refinished all the hardwood floors. Where there was missing molding, they went the
extra mile to replace it with custom-matched trim - they had hundreds of feet made - to exactly
duplicate the existing trim. They added all new antique light fixtures, which were purchased from
local auctions and rewired. Where possible, original hardware was polished and reinstalled on
windows and doors.
They painted the entire house inside and out. For the 9-color exterior paint job, they won a Painted
Ladies award – one of seven winners from historic Elgin. Their award brought some great positive
press to Elgin.
Paul also added to the landscaping of the very large yard, which got even bigger when he removed a
dilapidated shed and carport from the back property. And with much attention to detail, Paul and Jean
rebuilt the deck, steps and rails of the back porch, being careful to replicate the old/original look.
They also put in an upstairs laundry room and went to a great deal of trouble and expense to add air
conditioning. Nowadays, most buyers of old houses want modern conveniences, and this house had
all of them. If you make a house special you can get a special price and special buyers. The Bednar’s
accomplished both of these things. The new owners are old house enthusiasts and fell in love with the
house. They told Paul that they were actually looking for a home in a Historic District as they
appreciate the restrictions. They are used to being activists, and immediately joined the Gifford Park
Association.
In the end, Paul and Jean got an excellent price for it, a sign that the typical price for a home in our
neighborhood is rising. That is a blessing to the rest of us as it helps our house values. The higher our
comparables, the higher the value of our houses. Paul and Jean really deserve a Mayors Award for
their extraordinary efforts on 18 N. Porter.

NOMINATION PROCEDURES:
*
Projects not chosen may be re-nominated, but must be resubmitted each year for
consideration.
*
Building and site projects must have been completed within the past five years.

*

Nominations may be submitted by THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2018.
Please submit completed nomination forms and supporting documentation to Christen
Sundquist, Community Development Department, City of Elgin, 150 Dexter Court,
Elgin, IL 60120. Phone 847-931-6004; sundquist_c@cityofelgin.org.

DOCUMENTATION TO BE PROVIDED:
Building and Sites:

Before Photos
After Photos

Persons/Groups and Outstanding Service Award:

Events:

Program from Event
News Articles

News Article
Photos
Evidence of Project

NOMINATED BY:
Name:Dan Miller
Address:

155 S. Gifford

Phone:( 224) 245- 7226

-

Email: dmiller155@aol.com
ELGIN HERITAGE COMMISSION MAYOR'S AWARDS
The Mayor's Awards honor outstanding contributions to Elgin's heritage and educate the general public of the
value of older architecture, neighborhoods, and history.
I. Buildings:
Multifamily
Private Residences
Streetscape (3 or more structures)
In-Fill
Public Buildings
Commercial
Carriage House, Stables
Adaptive Re-use
Buildings must be 50 years old or older, or new construction sympathetic to the neighborhood, or be eligible
for the National Register of Historic Places or local landmark status. Preservation, restoration,
rehabilitation, maintenance, or additions must be appropriate and sympathetic. Before pictures should be
provided and after pictures must be provided as well as short narrative of the project.
II. Sites
Cemeteries
Parks
Gardens
Outdoor ornaments (statues, fountains)
Fences, gates, walls
Gazebos, pergolas, bridges
Maintained, restored, or replicated. Original project must be 50 years old or older. Before pictures where
possible and after picture must be provided as well as short narrative of the project.
III. Events:
Parades, Performances
Walks-House, Cemetery, Church, etc.
Social events open to the public
Re-creations of events
Related to the heritage, architectural, or otherwise culture or history of Elgin or historical way of life. News
articles, programs, etc. must be submitted along with a short narrative of the event.
IV. Persons and Groups:
Leads a preservation project.
Efforts to save historical property.
Educates and promotes an awareness of Elgin’s heritage.
Creative historic project relating to archival or object collections.
Maintain a continuous cultural or historical organization for 50 years or more.
V. The Mayor George Van De Voorde Outstanding Service Award*:
Demonstrates continuing vigor, imagination, and persistence in preserving Elgin's heritage. Work

that is broad in scope, could cover many areas, over a long period of time, above and beyond what
others have done
VI. The William Stickling Award*:
Dedicated to honor the achievements of adaptive reuse projects of industrial and commercial
buildings. The Heritage Commission established the award in 1998 in honor of the late William
Stickling.
VII. The Artisan Award*:
The Artisan Award recognizes the exemplary work of a contractor, craftsperson or artisan in the
preservation and restoration of Elgin’s architectural heritage
VIII. The Henry Jensen Award*:
The Henry Jensen Award recognizes extraordinary exterior and/or interior rehabilitation of work
completed within the past year.
* These awards may or may not be given annually.
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ELGIN MAYOR'S AWARDS FOR PRESERVATION
NOMINATION
NOMINEE: ____________George Rawlinson________________________
ADDRESS:

__________________________________________________________________

PHONE:

(_______) __________-__________________

Description and significance of project or person/group: (50-100 words please)

George Rawlinson has supported Elgin in so many ways. He brings people to Elgin for book
signings, authored and published many books on local people allowing their story to be heard,
was the investor of the Elgin Veteran of the Month Award recognitions, helped many local
candidates with their campaigns, and the list goes on!

NOMINATION PROCEDURES:
*
Projects not chosen may be re-nominated, but must be resubmitted each year for
consideration.
*
Building and site projects must have been completed within the past five years.
*
Nominations may be submitted by FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2018.
Please submit completed nomination forms and supporting documentation to Christen
Sundquist, Community Development Department, City of Elgin, 150 Dexter Court, Elgin,
IL 60120. Phone 847-931-6004.
DOCUMENTATION TO BE PROVIDED:
Building and Sites:

Before Photos
After Photos

Persons/Groups and Outstanding Service Award:

Events:

Program from Event
News Articles

News Article
Photos
Evidence of Project

NOMINATED BY:
Name:_____________Steve Thoren_______________________________
Address:__________972 W. Highland Avenue________________________________________
Phone:(_847_) __840___-___7319____
Email: ______wonase@wowway.com

ELGIN MAYOR'S AWARDS FOR PRESERVATION
NOMINATION
NOMINEE: ____________Police Chief Jeff Swaboda________________________
ADDRESS:

__________________________________________________________________

PHONE:

(_______) __________-__________________

Description and significance of project or person/group: (50-100 words please)

Elgin Police Chief Jeff Swaboda has improved the moral of the Elgin Police Department both
community wide and within the department. He volunteers at the Senior Center on a regular
basis and brought awareness of seniors’ needs to the department. Under his leadership, the City
has the lowest crime rate in the City’s history of record keeping. He has been a continual
volunteer/docent for Gifford Park Association’s Annual Housewalk; he is a regular volunteer
docent for private tours at the Wing Mansion, and more.

NOMINATION PROCEDURES:
*
Projects not chosen may be re-nominated, but must be resubmitted each year for
consideration.
*
Building and site projects must have been completed within the past five years.
*
Nominations may be submitted by FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2018.
Please submit completed nomination forms and supporting documentation to Christen
Sundquist, Community Development Department, City of Elgin, 150 Dexter Court, Elgin,
IL 60120. Phone 847-931-6004.
DOCUMENTATION TO BE PROVIDED:
Building and Sites:

Before Photos
After Photos

Persons/Groups and Outstanding Service Award:

Events:

Program from Event
News Articles

News Article
Photos
Evidence of Project

NOMINATED BY:
Name:_____________Steve Thoren_______________________________
Address:__________972 W. Highland Avenue________________________________________
Phone:(_847_) __840___-___7319____
Email: ______wonase@wowway.com

ELGIN MAYOR'S AWARDS FOR PRESERVATION
NOMINATION
NOMINEE: Jacqueline and Ira Marcus
ADDRESS: 447 Harbor, Carpentersville, IL 60110-2817
PHONE: 847.741.5660
Description and significance of project or person/group: (50-100 words please)
IV. Persons and Groups:
Educates and promotes an awareness of Elgin’s heritage.
Creative historic project relating to archival or object collections.
Jackie and Ira Marcus are a dynamic couple who serve as role models in preservation leadership. They
educate, advocate, and preserve Elgin history as volunteers at the Elgin History Museum.
Background
Jackie is a Museum docent, an advocate. She started volunteering at the Elgin History Museum in 2014,
after years of being a docent at the Fabyan Villa Museum in Batavia. Greeting visitors, touring people
through the exhibits, and answering local history questions are Jackie’s strengths. In the last year, Jackie
has started working on the team to digitize the Gylleck Photo Collection. She scans photos from the
collection, uploads the metadata to the Illinois Digital Archives and to the Museum’s Past Perfect
software. Jackie is detail oriented, accurate and does a very good job within a complicated process. As
an advocate, Jackie has raised awareness and $1,500 towards special Museum projects, including the
Nancy Kimball Cobblestone House project and the Digitization Project.
Ira is a skilled amateur photographer and woodworker who uses both skills to preserve history. In 2017,
he photographed all of the City of Elgin art collection as part of the Museum’s art cataloging project with
the Cultural Arts Commission. As a woodworker, Ira created a chimney for the Museum’s exterior log
cabin, improving the outside exhibit. Both Ira and Jackie are part of the Museum’s Annual Cemetery
Walk, both as guides and actors.

Jackie donating $500 from the Signal Hill DAR Chapter, 2016
Examples of Ira’s photography on Elgin Art Collection

Log Cabin Exhibit Work

NOMINATED BY:
Name: Elizabeth Marston, Museum Director
Address: Elgin History Museum, 360 Park St., Elgin, IL 60120
Phone: 847.610.0993
Email: museum@elginhistory.org

February 14, 2018
March 6, 2018
March 6, 2018

APPLICATION FOR ELGIN, ILLINOIS THEMATIC BUNGALOW HISTORIC
DISTRICT
Applicant Information
Name: Bridgette Sowers
Street address: 325 Washburn
City, State, Zip: Elgin IL 60123

Daytime phone: 847 888-2568

Nominated Property Information
Name of District: Bungalow Thematic District
Name of Property: Donald and Pauline Beverly House
Address of Property: 325 Washburn
Current owner: Bridgette Sowers
Owner’s address: 325 Washburn
Original owner: Donald and Pauline Beverly
Date of construction: 1925
Architect (if known):
Builder (if known): --Required Documentation (please check if provided with application)
1. How does the property meet the criteria for the proposed thematic district?
Refer to the attached Criteria for Nomination under Section 20.06.030 of the
Elgin Municipal Code.
2. Statement of Integrity, including street address, legal description, original use,
current use, date of construction of all structures, description and date of any
exterior alterations or additions, description of secondary structures.
3. Statement of significance, including associations with historic persons, events,
or ongoing activities on the property.
How does the property fit within the historic context of the surrounding area?
What features are distinctive in design, style or execution.
4. Plat of survey
5. Photographs showing each side of the principal and secondary structures.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE [Criteria A & C & D]
This bungalow lies within the Delmont E. Wood Addition, which was platted in 1909 by
D. E. Wood, and extends from Walnut Street on the north to Orange Street on the south,
Mosely Street on the west and Billings Street on the east. According to the 1920 Elgin
City Directory, the greater part of this subdivision was still vacant that year. Most of the
homes were constructed by 1929.
Wood was a prominent Elgin citizen who served as President of the D. E. Wood Butter
Company, President of Elgin National Bank, and Vice President of the Creamery
Package Manufacturing Company of Chicago. He was the last surviving member of the
Elgin Board of Trade. He also served on the Elgin City Council.
In 1865, Wood and his father, Jackson, came to Illinois from West Winfield, New York.
They were pioneers in the art of cheese-making, locating first in Garden Prairie, then in
Huntley. In 1874, while living in Chicago, Delmont founded the firm of Mann and Wood
in Elgin. In 1881, he moved to Elgin, building himself a large residence at 178 S. State
Street and founding the D. E. Wood Butter Company. As an agent of the Elgin Board of
Trade, he travelled to New York to arrange for the sale of Elgin butter there.
At the time of his death in 1913, his holdings were valued at a quarter of a million
dollars, and included 750 acres of farm land and buildings, business property in Elgin,
many residences and tracts of vacant real estate in Elgin. He is buried in Bluff City
Cemetery. In 1925, Wood’s widow, Josephine, deeded lot 17 in block 4 of D. E. Wood
Addition to Elgin to Donald and Pauline Beverly, who built a house on the property.
The 1920s was the era of the bungalow in Elgin. These small houses predominate in the
four sections of Elgin that were developed in the years after World War I and before
World War II.
Northeast: bounded by River Bluff Rd., the eastern limit of Kane County, Grove Ave.
and Lovell St.
Southeast: bounded by Adams St., Walnut Ave., State St., and Weston Ave.
Northwest: bounded by Lawrence St., Hamilton Ave., Goethe St., and Weston Ave.
Southeast: bounded by Hammond St., Bent St., Liberty St., and Harrison Street.
These bungalows, primarily one-story such as 325 Washburn, were built of top quality
materials and carefully designed for comfort, efficient use of interior space, and cross
ventilation in every room. They were built at low to moderate cost of construction,
making them ideal residences for the growing middle class.
A large number of Elgin’s 300+ mail order homes lie within these four areas. In fact, the
two houses to the west of 325 Washburn are Sears, Roebuck mail order models.

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE
Donald and Pauline Beverly, the first owners of 325 Washburn, were descendants of
some of the earliest Elgin settlers. Donald was the grandson of James Schoonhoven.
In 1841 James and Thomas Schoonhoven arrived from New York state, as did many
other early Elgin settlers. According to E. C. Alft’s book Elgin Area Landmarks, James
and Thomas bought large tracts of land from the government for $1.25 per acre. The
Thomas Schoonhoven addition to Elgin was platted in 1858. James bought farmland in
Cook County east of Elgin in Hanover Township, and in Kane County in the town of
Plato. By the late 1840s, James had built the cobblestone farmhouse formerly located at
32W004 Shoe Factory Road. In 1885 his farm was sold at public auction for $75 per acre.
James, born in 1815 in Steuben County New York, married Lydia Jane Wintermute in
1838 prior to moving to Elgin. The Schoonhovens had eight children, Henry A (Arthur),
Nathaniel, Florence, Willard, Rachel, Daniel, Edwin and James. James’ daughter Rachel
married Asa T. Beverly on February 20, 1879. Their son, Donald married Pauline
Hagelow, and they had one daughter, Marjorie, born c.1925. Donald’s mother, Rachel
Schoonhoven, lived for a time with her son and his family at 325 Washburn.
Donald was born February 1, 1894. He died July 3, 1973 and is buried at Bluff City
Cemetery. From 1917-1919, Donald served in the Army. He worked at the Elgin
National Watch Factory.
That the Beverly family suffered from the Great Depression is evidenced in the number
of mortgage loans they took out on the property at 325 Washburn:
Original purchase 1925, $3300
Mortgage 1927 $4000
Mortgage 1931, $4000
Mortgage 1937, $1600
The Beverlys remained at 325 Washburn until 1973, when they sold the property for
$23,600 to Stanley Louis and Norma Jean (Frank) Schambach. The Schambachs were
married in Leo, Indiana in 1971. A year later, the Schambachs sold the house to George
Clouston, a machine operatior. Clouston lived there only until 1978, when William
Edwin Bailey and his wife Linda Kay bought the house.
The father of the current owner, Jesse Sowers, purchased the house in 1998, and
transferred it to his daughter in 2017.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE [Criteria F, G and J]
Legal description: Lot 17 in Block 4 of D. E. Wood Addition to Elgin
This was constructed in 1925 as a single-family residence, and has remained such until
the present.
This one-story structure is rectangular in shape, with the narrow side facing the street.
Typical bungalow features include a low-pitched roof, raised entry, open front porch, and
dormers.
Arts and Crafts Stylistic elements include nine-over-one windows, paired windows, and
wide eaves. The house is clad in contrasting building materials, with brick on the lower
portion and cedar shingle on the dormers and front gable. The color scheme features earth
tones.
The pedimented jerkinhead gable on the front elevation is an uncommonly seen element
of 1920s era bungalows. For example, it does not occur at all in the catalogs of the major
suppliers of mail order home catalogs of the period. The 1929 Home Builders Plan Book
shows only one model out of over 400 with this feature [see appended image]. Although
this is uncommon in other locations, Elgin has an unusual number of bungalows with this
roof configuration. Just in the subdivision around 325 Washburn, there are two hones
nearly identical to 325 Washburn, 416 Orange and 334 Orange [see appended images].
Similar designs exist at 330 Elm, 423 Elm, 324 Orange, 458 Orange and 409 Moseley.
There are other house designs that are repeated within the neighborhood. This suggests
that many of the homes in this area were the work of the same builder, and that the plans
came from the same source, most likely a house plan book. The houses at 421 Oak and
364 Gertrude appear to be designs from the Home Builders Plan Book.
BUILDING ALTERATIONS
The exterior of the building remains in original condition.
The garage appears to have been clad in substitute siding.
Permits on file with the City of Elgin include:
1939 residential card indicating a one-story single family with a detached garage.
1973 electric rewiring for Stanley Schambach
1977 re-roof
Addenda
Photos of house
Deed original mortgage 1925 $3300
Deed 1927 second mortgage $4000
Deed 1931 additional mortgage $4000
Deed 1937 $1600 mortgage
Deed 1973 Schambach purchase
Deed 1998 Sowers purchase
Sanborn fire insurance map excerpt c. 1950
City directory page 1925-26

Historical Architectural Survey pages
Similar model from 1929 Home Builders Plan Book
Photos of identical homes at 334 Orange and 416 Orange
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GENERAL INFORMATION

CURRENT FUNCTION Domestic - single dwelling

CATEGORY

lbuilding

CONDITION

Igood

INTEGRITY

Iminor alterations

I HISTORIC FUNCTION Domestic - single dwelling
REASON for

Nice example of a Bungalow with few alterations.

SIGNFICANCE

SECONDARY STRUCTURE

detached garage

SECONDARYSTRUCTURE

ARCHITECTURAL

CLASSIFICATION

PLAN

rectangular

NO OF STORIES

1. 5

ROOF TYPE

Jerkinhead'.

ROOF MATERIAL

Asphalt --shingle

FOUNDATION

CoCo

PORCH

Front entry

Craftsman Craftsman BungalowBungalow

DETAILS

DATE of construction Ic. 1925
OTHER YEAR
DATESOURCE DATESOURCE

rcnetercnete
- -
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isurveyorisurveyor

WALL MATERIAL (current)

lBricklBrick

WINDOWWINDOW MATERIALMATERIAL
WALL MATERIAL 2 ( current)

woodwood

ood shingle

WINDOWWINDOW MATERIAL'MATERIAL'
WALL MATERIAL (original)

BrickBrick

WALL MATERIAL 2 ( original)

lWood - shingle

WINDOW TYPE

double hung

WINDOW CONFIG

geome[ ric/1

SIGNIFICANT

Recessed front entry porch at northwest comer with segmental arch openings and brick pier; wood double hung

FEATURES

windows with geometric glazing in upper sash; decorative wood shingles in Gipped gables; jerkinhead side dormers
i

ALTERATIONS Aluminum awning over front entry

HISTORIC

NAME
COMMON

NAME

PERMIT NO F
COST

ARCHITECT
ARCHFTECT2
BUILDER
HISTORIC

INFO

lock on residential street;

LANDSCAPE
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WASHBURN

Southwest

Home Builders 1929 Plan Book Model showing pedimented jerkinhead gable

334 Orange Street, Elgin iL

416 Orange Street, Elgin IL

