ELGIN HERITAGE COMMISSION
Tuesday, February 6, 2018
7:00pm
City Council Chambers, 2nd Floor North Tower
150 Dexter Court, Elgin, IL 60120
AGENDA

A. Call Meeting to Order and Roll Call
B. Approval of Minutes
1. January 2, 2018 – Elgin Heritage Commission

C. Recognize Persons Present
D. Plaque Applications
1. 413 Douglas Avenue

E. Old Business
1. Reports from Neighborhood Groups on Heritage Related Activities
2. 2018 Elgin Heritage Commission Goals
a. Directional Signage, 2018
(a) Signage Design Review Meeting – 2/13/2018 at 7:00PM City Council
Chambers
b. Historic Resources Survey
(i) Update
c. Web Based App
(a) Photographs/Audio
(i) Update at April 3 meeting
d. Elgin Historic District and Landmark Design Guidelines
e. Preservation Month Planning
(a) Update on location for Mayor’s Awards
(b) Review cost estimates for caterer
(c) Review costs for additional items

F. New Business
1. Historic Rehabilitation Grants – Announced – due date Friday, March 30, 2018
a. Discuss edits to point system

G. Other Business
H. Adjournment
THE CITY OF ELGIN IS SUBJECT TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990.
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES WHO PLAN TO ATTEND THIS MEETING AND WHO REQUIRED CERTAIN
ACCOMMODATIONS IN ORDER TO ALLOW THEM TO OBSERVE AND/OR PARTICIPATE IN THIS MEETING, OR WHO
HAVE QUESTIONS REGARDING THE ACCESSIBILITY OF THE MEETING OR THE FACILITIES, ARE REQUESTED TO
CONTACT THE HUMAN RESOURCES DEPARTMENT, ADA COORDINATOR AT (847) 931-5620 {TDD (847) 931-5616}
PROMPTLY TO ALLOW THE CITY OF ELGIN TO MAKE REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS FOR THOSE PERSONS.

City of Elgin
Elgin Heritage Commission
January 2, 2018
Proposed Minutes
A. The meeting of the Elgin Heritage Commission was called to order at 7:00 p.m. in the City
Council Chambers by Chairman John Wiedmeyer.
1. Members Present:

Brian Anderson, Kimberly Bauer, John Marston, Scott Savel, Steve
Thoren, Judith Van Dusen, Tom Krebsbach and John Wiedmeyer

2. Members Absent:

George Rowe

3. Others Present:

Rebecca Hunter

4. City Staff Present:

Christen Sundquist, Historic Preservation Planner

B. Approval of Minutes:
1. A motion was made by Commissioner Anderson to approve the October 3, 2017
minutes as submitted.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Savel.
The motion passed unanimously.
C. Recognize Persons Present: Rebecca Hunter
D. Plaque applications:
1. 635 Brook Street – The plaque nomination received the following average scores:
Historic Significance 7.00; Architectural Significance: 8.00; Current Maintenance: 7.14.
A motion was made by Commissioner Savel to approve awarding the plaque for the
property with the inscription that would read H. & S. (Herman & Sophia) Plote, 1925.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Van Dusen.
The motion passed 7-0-1 (Krebsbach abstained).
E. Old Business
1. Reports from Neighborhood Groups on Heritage Related Activities
a. Commissioner Thoren noted that there were approximately 120 people at the Wing
Mansion Holiday Party which included networking and tours of all four floors of the
recently designated landmark.
2. Mayor’s Initiative/ 2017 Elgin Heritage Commission Goals
a. Historic District Signage
The Commission agreed that if there are enough applications by the January 31st
deadline that a special meeting including members of the Heritage Commission and
the Downtown Neighborhood Association – Design Committee members will be held
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before the Elgin Heritage Commission’s regular scheduled meeting on February 6th
to review and vote on the submitted sign design entries. Staff is to confirm with the
DNA-Design Committee what time (6:00PM or 7:00PM) on February 6th would work
best for their committee members for review of the entries.
b. Historic Resources Survey
Staff stated that she was able to find several contacts at Judson University’s
Architecture Department who are interested in partnering with the Heritage
Commission to conduct a survey of one of the neighborhoods on the west side. Staff
noted that the professors are unable to fit it within their curriculum this semester
but it may be possible to include it within the fall semester or spring semester of
2019. Staff to follow up with contacts and inform commission at the next meeting in
February.
c. Web Based App
1. Photographs:
Staff handed out a document that included the remaining residences that still
need updated photographs. Staff stated that she will check back with the
commission at the April meeting for final submittal of photographs.
F. New Business
1. 2017 budget wrap up and 2018 budget projections
a. The Commissioners discussed the anticipated expenses and noted that last year the
commission spent half of their allotted amount only on the Mayor’s Awards even
though the event space was donated for free. Staff pointed out that the cost for the
caterer was the bulk of that amount. It was also noted that in previous years, the
commission were given a discounted/at-cost rate from a previous commissioner
who donated their time to cater the event but no longer is able to do so.
The Commission showed their concern that with the new expenses for the Mayor’s
Awards and the likeliness that event spaces may not be donated to the commission
for free in the future that they will be unable to fulfill their duties and
responsibilities to the public as all of their funds will be dedicated to the ceremony
that is held early on in the year.
Commissioner Savel noted that if the funds given to the Heritage Commission are
kept at the existing amount, the commission may need to reconsider the structure
of the event (i.e. no food/refreshments), or they will not be able to help fund
projects that have given Elgin local, state and national attention.
Some examples that the Commission has helped fund/kick start include the Elgin
History Museum’s documentary, “Dairies to Prairies;” the Downtown Neighborhood
Association’s “Downtown Walking Tour” brochures; the D.C. Cook-Lovell Area
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Historic District Signage; the Historic Elgin website; as well as the National Trust for
Historic Preservation field study on mid-century architecture held in Elgin.
Staff noted their concerns and will updated them regarding a possible increase in
funds.
2. 2018 Elgin Heritage Commission Goals
a. Staff provided a list of goals that the commission should focus on for 2018. The
Commission noted that the goals are achievable and that staff is to provide them
with an organized plan for each goal to be presented to the commission at the next
meeting in February.
3. Preservation Month Planning
a. Staff noted that she will be sending out the call for nominations/events within a
week or two. The Commission discussed locations for the Mayor’s Award event.
Commissioner Marston suggested the old Elgin High School’s gymnasium as the
interior has high integrity and would bring a lot of interested residents who are
reminiscent of their high school days. The Commission agreed and asked staff to
look into the space. If this space is unavailable, then staff is to contact Jennifer
Fukala for suggestions of downtown spaces that meet the commission’s criteria
(accessible, location to sink for caterer, restrooms).
G. Other Business
Chairman Wiedmeyer reported on the death of Design Review Commissioner, Lynne
Diamond. It was noted that she was a valued commissioner and resident and will be sorely
missed. The Commission stated that they would like to honor Lynne Diamond at the
Mayor’s Awards.
H. Adjournment
A motion was made by Commissioner Thoren to adjourn the meeting. The motion was
seconded by Commissioner Krebsbach and passed unanimously. The meeting was
adjourned at 8:17 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Christen Sundquist, Historic Preservation Planner
Community Development Department
Approved:

Heritage Building Plaque Application
Name: Paul and Laura Haske
Building Address: 413 Douglas Avenue
Building Name (for public/commercial structures only):
Current Owners: Paul and Laura Haske
Street: 413 Douglas Avenue
Daytime Phone: 847 452-7118
City: Elgin
State: IL
Zip:
Email Address: paul.j.haske@gmail.com
If different than above:
Applicant’s Name
Daytime Phone:
Address:
City:
State:
Zip:
Email:
Address:
Original Owner: Henry and Adeline Schoonhoven
Date of Construction: 1903 [replaced earlier dwelling]
Architect (if known) Attributed to David Postle
Builder (if known)
Please attach the following information:
1. Statement of Value: This statement should include a narrative description of the
historical and architectural value of the building.
2. Photocopies of relevant research materials including but not limited to, Sanborn
Maps, City Directories and original property deeds. See page 3 of the program
guidelines for research locations.
3. Building Alterations: List any alterations to the exterior of the building. Attach
copies of all building permit applications.
4. Photographs: Include a recent photograph in which the building is clearly visible.
Additional photographs depicting close-up details of decorative features are
helpful.
Stipulations
If the building is not awarded a plaque, the application fee will be refunded.
This application and submitted materials shall be retained by the City of Elgin as
a part of the permanent record of the building.
The Elgin Heritage Commission has the authority to edit and publish the
information submitted in the application. This does not prohibit others from using the
information.
When awarded, the plaque will remain with the building and should not be altered
or removed from the building. It is the City’s responsibility to replace the plaque if or
when the situation warrants it.
In addition to the above stipulations, the undersigned attests that the information
provided is, to the best of his/her knowledge, accurate.
1/26/2018 | 5:17:11 AM CST

Owner’s Signature _____________________________________ Date ____________

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE
Members of the Schoonhoven family were among the earliest settlers in Elgin. The
index to the 1878 Volume 1 of Kane County History lists twelve Schoonhovens. There
are 17 Kane County Probate records for Schoonhovens.
In 1841 James and Thomas Schoonhoven arrived from New York state, as did many
other early Elgin settlers. According to E. C. Alft’s book Elgin Area Landmarks, James
and Thomas bought large tracts of land from the government for $1.25 per acre. The
Thomas Schoonhoven addition to Elgin was platted in 1858. James bought farmland
east of Elgin in Hanover Township.
By the late 1840s, James had built the cobblestone farmhouse formerly located at
32W004 Shoe Factory Road. In 1885 his farm was sold at public auction for $75 per
acre. James, born in 1815 in Steuben County New York, married Lydia Jane
Wintermute in 1838 prior to moving to Elgin. The Schoonhovens had nine children,
Henry A (Arthur), Nathaniel, Florence, Willard, Rachel, Daniel, Edwin and James. The
early Schoonhoven settlers were farmers, with the exception of Henry’s son
Nathaniel, who chose to work in law enforcement.
The family estate in 1890 included tracts of land on the north side of Shoe Factory
Road on the western edge of Hanover Township.
According to his obituary, James had “amassed a fortune in both lands and money”,
owning $7000 in property. James died intestate in 1885, and his estate, consisting of
lands in Plato Township and in Elgin was put up for sale at public auction. The
highest bidder was James’ son Henry A., whose winning bid was $10,196.
Henry A. was James’ eldest child, and became a farmer like his father. Henry was
born June 19, 1839 in New York state. According to the 1870 census, both his
parents were born in England. Henry married Martha Cass in 1861, and they had
five children, Frank J., Eugene H., Bessie I., Ella B., and Cora J. In December of 1870,
James sold farm property to his son Henry for a sum of $2000. In the 1870 census,
Henry is listed as living on a farm in Plato. When Henry retired to Elgin in 1893, his
son Frank J. took over the farm in Plato.
In 1885 Henry purchased 555 Douglas Avenue for $2800. His mother Lydia lived
there. In 1893, Henry moved to Elgin, purchasing the c. 1880 house at 413 Douglas
which was replaced by the current structure in 1903. That the Schoonhovens were
persons of substance is evidenced by the 1896-97 Elgin City Directory, listing Henry
as a retired farmer who owned 155.5 acres in Elgin and 399.5 acres in Plato.
The earliest available Elgin City Directory of 1875 does not list any Schoonhovens,
but by 1878-79 the directory shows James, a retired farmer living at 117 [previously
17] Kimball, Mrs. Leah Schoonhoven, widow of Nicholas, at 168 [66] Brook, and
Henry’s brother Nathaniel W. at 372 [60, 236] North Spring Street. Henry first
appears in the Elgin City Directory in 1892 at 413 [255] Douglas Avenue, living with

his son Eugene, both listed as teamsters. [The street numbers indicated in brackets
pre-date the 1894 city-wide renumbering].
After Martha’s death in 1901, Henry remarried in 1910, to Adeline. It was the third
marriage for Adeline, who first married Sidney Pierce, and had one child, Emma.
Then she married James Coleman, an attorney, and had two more children, Frank
and Byford Coleman. Henry and Adeline has no children together. The third
marriage to Henry lasted until Henry’s death in 1916. Nineteen members of the
Schoonhoven family are buried at Bluff City Cemetery in Elgin. Henry shares a plot
in section 8 with his parents James and Lydia, his first wife Martha, his son Eugene
and Eugene’s wife Anna, Henry’s brother Edwin and four of Henry and Martha’s
children who died in infancy.
Adeline died in 1918, leaving her estate to daughter Emma Pierce McDowell and son
Frank Coleman. Additional heirs were Emerson Coleman nephew, Vincent
Coleman, nephew, of Allentown Pennsylvania, and Jennie Duncan, niece, of New
York City. At the time of her death, Adeline owned three real properties: 413
Douglas, the east half of lot 10 in block 13 of the original plat of Elgin, and part of
Lot 46 of P. J. Kimball Jr’s second addition to Elgin.
Frank Coleman, son of Adeline Pierce Coleman Schoonhoven, and Jennie, his wife
occupied 413 Douglas from 1920 until 1924, and Jennie lived there from 1925-34. In
1931, after the death of Frank, Jennie and her children took out a mortgage for
$3500. In 1934 the property was deeded to her son Vincent and his wife Zelma,
who lived there until 1968. Vincent was a securities salesman.
The next owner was Ray F. Olson and his wife Grace. When Grace died in 1975, she
willed the house to Elayne Murdock (Koehn), who gave it to Robert E. Reily, that
same year. In turn, Reily gave the house to the Emissaries of Divine Light. According
to Wikipedia, this is a spiritual network of people from all walks of life initiated by
Lloyd Arthur Meeker in 1932. The foundational premise of the network is that
human beings are divine by nature, and that their true qualities can only be
known as they are expressed in practical daily living. The mission of Emissaries
of Divine Light, as cited in its articles of incorporation, is to assist in the spiritual
regeneration of humanity under the inspiration of the spirit of God.
In 1983, the Association for Individual Development took out a mortgage for the
property. In 1984, the Elgin City Council passed a resolution approving an R-4
general residence special use for a community service facility at 413 Douglas. The
resolution specified that accommodation would be for no more than six persons,
all of whom would have the ability to respond to an alarm and to know how to
vacate the premises in an orderly manner in an emergency. According to
Wikipedia, the Association for Individual Development (AID) currently services
individuals with disabilities, providing developmental and vocational training to
help their clients maximize their functional, social and vocational skills, and to

integrate them into the community. Services are provided in English and
Spanish. As of 2018, there is a training center 1135 Bowes Road in Elgin.
In 1997, Laura Rios purchased the house. Beginning in 2005, the house
underwent many changes of ownership. Rios transferred it to Ronald and Dolores
Glogowski in 2005. They then transferred it to Daniel Gurau and Tara Gallo of
Melrose Park IL in 2007. Gallo deeded the property to the New York Bank of
Mellon in foreclosure in 2011. The current owners purchased the house in 2012.
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
Legal description: North Part of Lot 1 of block 14 of Phineas J. Kimball Junior’s third
addition to Elgin.
1903 Dwelling
The Shingle Style house currently standing at 413 Douglas Avenue is listed in the
1902 year-end building report as having been built for Henry Schoonhoven at a cost
of $4200. Possibly, it was designed by noted architect David Postle, but this has not
been confirmed. Henry built this house after the death of his first wife, Martha, in
1901, and before his second marriage in 1910 to Adeline. It replaced an earlier
Henry Schoonhoven residence.
Typical of Elgin Shingle Style homes, the characteristic shingle cladding is present
only on the upper story, with clapboard cladding on the first story. Shingle Style was
popular between 1880 and 1910, typified by continuous shingle cladding on the
exterior and the roof, without corner boards to interrupt the shingling. The façade is
asymmetrical, with an irregular roofline, often steeply pitched with intersecting
cross-gables and multi-level eaves. Extensive porches are common. 15% have a
hipped roof with cross gables, 20% are side-gabled, 20% front-gabled, 20% crossgabled and 25% gambrel roofed. (McAlester A Field Guide to American Houses). 413
Douglas exhibits multi-level eaves, asymmetrical façade, and once had an extensive
porch across the front elevation and along the south elevation.
413 Douglas is an example of the cross-gabled configuration. Noteworthy
architectural elements include the polygonal front dormer with its pedimented
gable and decorative brackets, and the rounded oriel bay on the north elevation.
c. 1880 Dwelling
The 1880 birds-eye map of Elgin shows three houses on the east side of Douglas
between Cherry and Seneca Streets, of which 413 would be the middle one. Since
the maps were hand-drawn, it is not possible to infer exact architectural detailing,
but it is drawn as a two-story front-gabled house with a one-story wing on the rear.
Similarly, the house appears on the 1887 and 1891 Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps as
a narrow two-story front gabled, wood-clad building with front and side porches,
and an offset one-story wing on the southeast side. Based on the age and footprint of
the original house on the lot, it was probably a simple vernacular gable-front design.
The 1895 birds-eye map shows the large 1892 house at 409 Douglas, which
obscures the view of Henry’s smaller house to the north.

In 1886, Abraham Sherwood purchased part of Lot 1 in Block 17, financing it for
$3200. This price indicates that a house was on the property. Ira Russell bought the
house in 1891 from A. Sherwood for $5000. In 1892, this lot was split, and the south
portion became 409 Douglas. In 1893 Henry purchased 413 Douglas, the north part
of lot 1, from Ira Russell for the sum of $3900.
ALTERATIONS
The flat-roofed room addition on the south elevation was constructed during 1970
and 1971; the porch on that side was enclosed in 1972.
The porch was restored to a design compatible with the original architecture in
2016 with the aid of a Historic Preservation Grant.
At the time of the conversion to a group home in 1984, the city inspected the
property and required many alterations and repairs: exterior and interior stair
railings, replacing BX wiring with conduit, installing a safety valve on the water
heater, replacing wall switches, installing a fire suppression system, replacing rear
decking, tuck pointing two chimneys, re-roofing and painting the exterior.
City permits:
1938: re-roof with composition shingles
193?: repair front porch
1939: residential card indicates a two-story single-family dwelling with one
outbuilding
1939: a 20’x20’ garage was constructed with wood finish and composition roofing.
1956 or 1958 [date illegible on permit]: rewire kitchen
1965: electric revision
1970-71: room addition
1972: 8’x20’ porch enclosed
1972: plumbing repairs
1979: heating repairs
1984: electric revision and miscellaneous repairs

Addenda
Photos of house 2018 and pre-2016 porch
Deeds: 1893 purchase of 413 Douglas
1931 mortgage Coleman family
1934 warranty deed of transfer to Vincent Coleman
1984 purchase by AID
1880 birds eye view map excerpt
1895 birds eye view map excerpt
Sanborn fire insurance maps 1887, 1891 and 1913
City directory page 1892-93
Survey pages

West and south elevations with restored porch 2018

North and west elevations 2018

Old porch c. 2014

1984 image

Henry Schoonhoven purchases 413 Douglas in 1893

1931 Coleman family mortgage

1934 property transfer to Vincent Coleman

Excerpt from 1880 Birds-eye view map showing 413 Douglas

Excerpt from 1895 Birds-eye view map showing 409 Douglas. 413 is obscured by 409.

1891 Sanborn Fire Insurance map showing original house from c. 1880

1903 Sanborn Fire Insurance map showing original house from c. 1880 and 1892 house
at 409 Douglas

1913 Sanborn Fire Insurance map showing new house from 1903 and 1892 house at 409
Douglas

First city directory listing for Henry Schoonhoven at 413 Douglas 1892-93

City of Elgin
ILLINOIS URBAN ARCHITECTURAL

AND HISTORICAL SURVEY

ADDRESS:

413 Douglas Ave.

Owner:

NAME:

Common: Assoc.

for Indiv. Devel.

Historical:

13

PHOTO:

Roll No 21 Frame Nos.: 9 , 19 &

11

SLIDE: Roll No.: K Frame No

CONDITION: Excellent:X
Good:_
Deteriorated:

DESCRIPTION:

Shape/ plan, no. stories, material, style,
roof shape, etc.:

Irregular shaped, 2 story frame, Shingle style house with a cross gable roof ( dual
pitched in front) with a large pedimented and dentiled dormer in front.
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HISTORY:
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c. 1895

Architect/ Builder:

Unknown

Associated Events/ Peopie/Dates:
Previous

residents

have

included

1911 -

Henry Schoonhoven,

1940 -

Vincent P.
Farwell

Coleman,

retired
securities salesman,

Chapman

NATIONAL REGISTER EVALUATION
X

Contributin!?

Non -contributing

Secondary structure - NR rating --

Sources /Comments:

House appears on the 1897 Sanborn Map.
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out this period the circle of his acquaintance has steadily widened and the
circle of his friends has correspondingly increased, for his many sterling
traits of character have gained him the conﬁdence and good will of those with

whom he has been associated.

HARRY E.

STEPHENS.

New conditions of life are continually producing new ﬁelds of labor and
the capable man is he who sees and utilizes his opportunity. In recent years
the public amusement park has become a feature of every city of any size and
Mr. Stephens is meeting a demand for public entertainment in the manufac
ture of miniature railway trains under the name of the International Miniature
Railway Company at Elgin. He began this business on a small scale but under
his capable control it has rapidly grown to large proportions and he is now
sole proprietor.
He was born in Ithaca, New York, November 4, 1863, his parents being

Henry W. and Julia A. (Carey) Stephens. His father was division super
intendent of the Lackawanna Railroad for a number of years and also capably

ﬁlled the positions of city treasurer and collector at Ithaca for a number of
terms.

He became there a man of considerable local prominence and after

long association with railroad interests is now living retired.
From early boyhood the talk of the railroad in its complex interests was
more or less familiar to Harry E. Stephens and yet in his early manhood he
had no idea that such interests should eventually lead him to a successful
business career. He was reared and educated in Ithaca and there learned the
machinist’s trade with Reynolds & Lang. On leaving the employ of that
February, 1887. came to Elgin, Illinois, where he worked in the machine
ﬁrm he removed westward to Peru, Indiana, to work at his trade, and in

department of the Elgin National Watch Company for nine years. His- long
service was indicative of his capability and faithfulness and when he left that
company he was employed in all the eastern factories engaged in the manu

facture of watches.

At length, however, he returned to Elgin and was again

for two years with the Elgin Watch Company. It was during this period
that he built his ﬁrst miniature locomotive, which he constructed in his dining
room at home after the work of the day was over. This engine he put in
the White City Amusement Park of Chicago, November 22, 1904, and it
proved so successful that in the fall of the same year he formed a partnership
with Ashley J. Abel, established a shop and began the manufacture of min
iature engines.

The business, however, was established on a small scale and

continued under the ﬁrm style of Abel & Stephens until January 1, 1908,
when Mr. Stephens purchased his partner’s interest and has since conducted
the business alone. To the present time he has built twenty-one of these

engines, which have been sold throughout the country to different amusement
parks. They are the most perfect that can be built in every particular, con
structed of the very best material and workmanship and are of six horse
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The company also manufactures the cars, which will hold four

people, and each’ engine can haul six cars. Mr. Stephens now has a large
factory, employing a number of mechanics and other workmen, and has a
number of concessions himself. There is but one other concern in the United
States that builds these engines—Cagney Brothers of New York city—but
their engines are rapidly being replaced by those of Mr. Stephens’ manufac
ture, which have proven much better and more satisfactory.
On Christmas day of 1903 was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Stephens
and Miss Ella Schoonhoven, of Elgin. They are both well known in this

city and have an extensive circle of friends.

Mr. Stephens’ fellow townsmen

rejoice in his success, knowing that it has been worthily won and is well
merited. He started in business on borrowed capital but today has over
sixteen thousand dollars invested in his.business and his patronage is steadily
increasing and he will no doubt in time control the trade in his line in the

country.

EDWARD S. ENO.
No history of Elgin would be complete without extensive mention of
Edward S. Eno. He has been the prime mover in the development and up
building of the great Borden milk industry, not only of this city, but of the
state as well. Nor is he known alone for his activity and success in this
undertaking. He is also a prominent factor in affairs of public moment which
have had direct bearing upon the welfare of the city.
He was born in Honesdale, Wayne county, Pennsylvania, May 26, 1848,

and there resided until he had attained his majority, spending his boyhood
days in the home of his parents, Daniel Mills and Eunice (Sage) Eno, who
were natives of Connecticut, and were reared and married there. They
afterward removed to Pennsylvania and spent their remaining days upon the
home farm in Wayne county. The father reached the age of nearly four
score years, while the mother attained the very venerable old age of ninety
years. They were the parents of ten children, four sons and six daughters, of
whom two died in infancy. while eight are now living.
During the period of his boyhood and youth Edward S. Eno engaged in
farming and also attended school, supplementing his district-school course by
study through two winters in a normal school. He entered upon his business
career as a clerk in a hardware store in Honesdale, where he remained for ﬁf
teen months and later removed to Brewster, New York, where he entered

the employ of the Borden Condensed Milk Company, on the 20th of No
vember, 1870. That was his initial step in a business career, which has led
him into a position of large responsibility in the conduct of an enterprise that
is proving not only a source of individual success but also of beneﬁt to the
community. He continued at Brewster until July 4, 1871, beginning at that
place as a general laborer. On the date mentioned he came to Elgin and
here took up the work of operator or condenser, which he learned under the

