ELGIN HERITAGE COMMISSION
Tuesday, September 4, 2018
7:00pm
City Council Chambers, 2nd Floor North Tower
150 Dexter Court, Elgin, IL 60120
AGENDA

A. Call Meeting to Order and Roll Call
B. Approval of Minutes
1. August 7, 2018

C. Recognize Persons Present
D. Plaque Applications
1. 721 N. Spring Street
2. 1182 Cedar Avenue
3. 345 Vincent Place (Tabled on 8-7-18)

E. Old Business
1. Reports from Neighborhood Groups on Heritage Related Activities
2. 2018 Elgin Heritage Commission Goals
a. Historic Resources Survey
(a) Update
b. Elgin Historic District and Landmark Design Guidelines
(a) Discussion

F. New Business
1. Review of National Register Nomination for 1212 Larkin Avenue
2. December Plaque Awards – Tuesday, December 4, 2018
a. Potentially five plaques will be awarded
a. Need plaques made and painted
b. Discussion of topics for speaker; discussion on speakers
3. City Hall – 50th Anniversary celebration

G. Other Business
1. Heritage Marker Dedication at Bluff City Cemetery Invitation

H. Adjournment
THE CITY OF ELGIN IS SUBJECT TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990.
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES WHO PLAN TO ATTEND THIS MEETING AND WHO REQUIRED CERTAIN
ACCOMMODATIONS IN ORDER TO ALLOW THEM TO OBSERVE AND/OR PARTICIPATE IN THIS MEETING, OR WHO
HAVE QUESTIONS REGARDING THE ACCESSIBILITY OF THE MEETING OR THE FACILITIES, ARE REQUESTED TO
CONTACT THE HUMAN RESOURCES DEPARTMENT, ADA COORDINATOR AT (847) 931-5620 {TDD (847) 931-5616}
PROMPTLY TO ALLOW THE CITY OF ELGIN TO MAKE REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS FOR THOSE PERSONS.

City of Elgin
Elgin Heritage Commission
August 7, 2018
Proposed Minutes
A. The meeting of the Elgin Heritage Commission was called to order at 7:00 p.m. in the City
Council Chambers by Chairman John Wiedmeyer.
1. Members Present:

Brian Anderson, Kimberly Bauer, John Marston, Judith Van Dusen,
Tom Krebsbach, George Rowe, and John Wiedmeyer

2. Members Absent:

Scott Savel, Steve Thoren

3. City Staff Present:

Christen Sundquist, Historic Preservation Planner

B. Approval of Minutes:
1. A motion was made by Commissioner Anderson to approve the June 5, 2018 minutes
with the following amendments: D-1 “Thoren abstained” to “Krebsbach abstained,” and
F-B-C “next scheduled meeting” to “future scheduled meeting.” The motion was
seconded by Commissioner Krebsbach.
The motion passed unanimously.
C. Recognize Persons Present: None
D. Plaque applications:
1. 345 Vincent Place – The Commissioners felt that the plaque could use a little more
information in the architectural section as well as the history section. They asked staff to
provide the applicants an example of a detailed application to follow.
A motion was made by Commissioner Rowe to table the review of 345 Vincent Place.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Krebsbach.
The motion passed unanimously.
E. Old Business
1. Reports from Neighborhood Groups on Heritage Related Activities
a. Commissioner Rowe noted an upcoming event on Friday, August 10th at 770 W.
Highland Avenue. It is the Elgin Area Historical Society’s Summer Soiree and will be
held from 6:00pm – 8:00pm.
b. Commissioner Rowe also noted that the premier of the Elgin Area Historical
Society’s documentary, Dairies to Prairies was held on June 24th the Gail Borden
Public Library. The exhibit has traveled to other events with an upcoming showing
on September 15th at 5:00PM at Gray Willow Farm. Commissioner Rowe thanked the
Commission on behalf of the Elgin Area Historical Society as the Commission
donated the first $500 toward the project.
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c. Commissioner Rowe also gave an update regarding the Nancy Kimball House (302
W. Chicago) noting that the roof, two chimneys, windows, siding and plumbing will
be completed before winter.
2. 2018 Elgin Heritage Commission Goals
a. Historic District Signage
Staff received two bids for the historic district signage and presented to the
Commission.
A motion was made by Commissioner Anderson to recommend using Tapco Signs
(lowest, qualified bidder) for the creation of 30 historic district signs.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bauer.
The motion passed unanimously.
b. Historic Resources Survey
Commissioner Anderson asked if the Commission should seek a grant for the survey
as the State Historic Preservation Office offers grants every year for this type of
purpose. Staff noted that she has looked into these grants, however, the
Commission would need to come up with 25% of the total project cost and based on
previous surveys completed, the Heritage Commission’s budget would not cover the
25%. Therefore, it is recommended to still perform the survey as a volunteer project
but if this does not work, circling back to the grants may need to be done.
Commissioner Anderson also noted that the survey form should also include door
configurations as doors are significant elements to the home. Chairman Wiedmeyer
noted that it may be more difficult for surveyors to be able to tell what the door
configuration is or if it is made out of wood or metal as they are only able to do the
survey from the sidewalk, and there could be storm doors blocking what may be an
original door. Chairman Wiedmeyer suggested that a photograph of the door be
taken rather than putting another field onto the form causing more time to be spent
at each property. The Commissioners agreed that a photograph of the door would
be more helpful and that if the door can be seen, and is significant, then it can be
noted in the Significant Features section of the form.
c. Web Based App
a) Photographs:
Staff noted that the photographs needed have all been taken and that she will
begin to upload them to the website.
d. Elgin Historic District and Landmark Design Guidelines
Staff provided each Commissioner a packet of the front end of the edited Design
Review Documents. She asked each Commissioner to go through the packet to
note if the design should change, the organization of the chapters or if they have
any other comments to come prepared for the September Heritage Commission
meeting to discuss.
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F. New Business
a. Replacement Plaques
A motion was made by Commissioner Rowe to fund the replacement of two plaques
that are either missing or in poor condition at 429 Raymond Street and 68 S. Jackson
Street.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Marston.
The motion passed unanimously.
b. Renew Memberships
A motion was made by Commissioner Rowe to renew the Commission’s
memberships with Landmarks Illinois, National Alliance of Preservation Commissions
and Illinois Association of Historic Preservation Commissions for 2018-2019.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bauer.
The motion passed unanimously.
c. Elgin Tower Building – Awarded a Richard H. Driehaus Foundation Adaptive Reuse
Award
a) Staff announced the award of the Elgin Tower Building project to the
Commission of which they noted was very much deserved. Staff stated that the
awards ceremony will be held on September 15th at 5:00PM at 610 S. Michigan
Avenue and that tickets are being sold at www.landmarks.org.
G. Other Business
1. Commissioner Bauer announced her resignation from the Heritage Commission due to
being offered a Historic Preservation Planner position at the City of Brighton, Colorado.
She noted that it was a pleasure to have worked with the Commissioners as she has
learned a lot from each of them. The Commissioners gave her a hearty congratulations
and noted that she will be sorely missed.
H. Adjournment
A motion was made by Commissioner Bauer to adjourn the meeting. The motion was
seconded by Commissioner Anderson and passed unanimously. The meeting was
adjourned at 8:02 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Christen Sundquist, Historic Preservation Planner
Community Development Department
Approved:

Heritage Building Plaque Application

Name: Dennis and Kathleen Shannon
Building Address: 721 North Spring Street
Building Name (for public/commercial structures only):
Current Owners: Dennis and Kathleen Shannon
Address: 721 N. Spring Street
Daytime Phone: 224 238-7835
State: IL
Zip: 60120
City: Elgin
Email Address: denshannon@yahoo.com
If different than above:
Applicant’s Name
Daytime Phone:
Address:
City:
State:
Zip:
Email:
Address:
Original Owner Frank H. and Bertha Amoret Bosworth
Date of Construction 1903
Architect (if known)
Builder (if known)
Please attach the following information:
1. Statement of Value: This statement should include a narrative description of the
historical and architectural value of the building.
2. Photocopies of relevant research materials including but not limited to, Sanborn
Maps, City Directories and original property deeds. See page 3 of the program
guidelines for research locations.
3. Building Alterations: List any alterations to the exterior of the building. Attach
copies of all building permit applications.
4. Photographs: Include a recent photograph in which the building is clearly visible.
Additional photographs depicting close-up details of decorative features are
helpful.
Stipulations
If the building is not awarded a plaque, the application fee will be refunded.
This application and submitted materials shall be retained by the City of Elgin as
a part of the permanent record of the building.
The Elgin Heritage Commission has the authority to edit and publish the
information submitted in the application. This does not prohibit others from using the
information.
When awarded, the plaque will remain with the building and should not be altered
or removed from the building. It is the City’s responsibility to replace the plaque if or
when the situation warrants it.
In addition to the above stipulations, the undersigned attests that the information
provided is, to the best of his/her knowledge, accurate.
Owner’s Signature _____________________________________ Date ____________

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE
Kane County property records first mention Lot 17 in reference to the probate of the
estate of Lucy S. Lovell in 1894. In 1900, Edward C. Lovell, widower, sold this lot to
Franklin S. Bosworth and his son Frank H. Bosworth for the sum of $800. By means
of a quit claim deed Franklin S. and Sarah Bosworth then transferred the lot to the
sole ownership of Frank H. for the sum of $400.
Frank Smith Bosworth, was born in 1832 in Boston, New York. In 1859 he married
Sarah Emmaline, who was born in Perrysburg, New York. The Bosworths were
among the many New York residents who traveled west to settle in Elgin in the early
part of the nineteenth century. The 1880 census shows Frank S., a hardware
merchant, living on Fulton Street with his wife and daughter Mary, age 12. In 1903
the family still lived at 385 Fulton Street, and Frank S. was a lumber merchant.
Frank H. was born September 3, 1870 in Dundee, Illinois and died June 23, 1936. He
is buried at Bluff City Cemetery. He was employed in his father, Frank S.’s, lumber,
coal and wood business at 75 South State Street. He married Bertha Amoret Swan,
who was born July 31, 1874 in Hebron Township, Illinois, and died January 5, 1919.
They had three sons, Wilder M., born in 1906 Wesley F., in 1909, and Franklin E. in
1917. From 1920-1927 Frank H. lived at 903 Douglas with his wife Bertha, and son
Wilder. The 1930 census shows Bertha and her 3 sons living at 1009 Pine Street in
Pinellas, Florida, where Wilder was a greenhouse worker. Perhaps the move was
occasioned by the aftermath of the 1929 Great Depression. In any case, by 1933,
Wilder and spouse Helen are listed as living in Elgin, and he was then a student.
In 1903 Frank H. built the house at 721 N. Spring Street. It is listed in the 1903-05
Elgin City Directory as a vacant house owned by Frank H. Bosworth. The same year,
Frank H. sold the property to Eva Judkins Whitney for the sum of $3800. The 1907
and 1909 City Directories show the occupant as Eva and Mellen A. Whitney,
Superintendent of Schools. Eva was born in Athens, Maine in November of 1868. Her
parents were Laroy [Leroy] and Martha Judkins. Eva had 6 siblings, Delmont,
Florence, Bertha M., Herbert C., Maisel C., and Ernest M. In 1870 and 1880, Mellen A.
lived with his family in Solon, Maine. His parents were Josiah F. and Mary Whitney.
He had 7 siblings: George W., Mary E., William H., Josiah F., Seth H., Helen A., and
Delora.
The Whitneys did not remain long at 721, but sold it in October of 1909 to Minnie
Nerge for $4750. The 1920 and 1930 census data show Mellen A. and Eva J. Whitney
as living in Springfield, Massachusetts where they operated a retail grocery store quite a change from the school superintendent’s job!
A small article in the November 5, 1901 Elgin Daily News reports that a model of a
Victorian cottage created by first and second graders at Abby Wing School was on
display in the office of school superintendent Mellen Whitney, on the third floor of
City Hall. The structure was constructed from a cracker box, and was an example of

the results of the manual training program recently introduced as part of the school
curriculum. [See addenda for the complete article.]
In December of 1909, Nerge transferred lot 17 by warranty deed to her daughter,
Anna V. Harz for the sum of $1 and other considerations. That month, William V.
and Anna Harz took out a mortgage for $3600. Members of this family occupied 721
N. Spring Street until 1983. Minnie, whose parents, Dorothea Heine and Frederick
Henry Heine, were born in Germany. Maria Sophia Wilhelmine Nerge was born
January 14, 1858, and died July 19, 1937. She is buried at Bluff City Cemetery with
her husband, Fredrich Nerge, who predeceased her in 1908. She lived at 721 N.
Spring Street with her daughter from 1909 until her death.
William Harz was born March 31, 1892 in Illinois and died March 11, 1946. He is
buried at Bluff City Cemetery. His parents, Fred Harz and Ernestine Freeman, were
both born in Germany. William married Dorothea Maria Anna Nerge. She was born
on September 20, 1878 and died November 18, 1956. The Harz’s had two sons,
Wilfred, born July 12, 1912, and Elmer, born in 1915. Wilfred became the next
owner of 721 N. Spring Street. When his father died in 1946, his mother transferred
the property to Wilfred and his wife Beata [A.k.a. Betty]. Anna continued to live
there until her death ten years later.
William Harz worked variously as chief engineer at Mill Drug, a solderer at Elgin
National Watch Factory, an employee at Pabst Headquarters, an employee at
Murray-Nickell Company at Murray Shoe Parlor, and by 1942 as an employee at S. B.
Pencke and Company in Chicago.
Wilfred Harz worked at Elgin Manufacturing Company, automatic filling and capping
manufacturers, at 200 Brook Street. Wilfred died in 1967, and his wife continued to
occupy the house until 1983. Wilfred’s brother, Elmer, married Lucille K., and
moved to 418 Geneva Street in Elgin, and worked as a linotype operator. Elmer died
July 16, 1999.
In 1983, Beata (Betty) Harz transferred the house to Kenneth B. Alexander, who
took out a mortgage in 1986. The next owners were Steven and Teresa Stultz. Steve
Stultz was the one who stripped a number of the hardwood floors, and put up
Victorian style wallpaper. He also undertook the Herculean task of stripping all of
the painted woodwork, exposing the original curly pine wood.
Kevin and Lisa Cawley purchased the house in 1994, and were the owners when the
house was on the 1995 Gifford Park Association House Tour. The Cawleys sold the
house two years later when they moved to Ohio.
The current owners purchased the property in 2016 from Carol Olson, who had
lived there for the previous twenty years. Carol, who worked for the school district,
first saw the house during the 1995 Gifford Park Association House Tour, and was
entranced by it, especially the wonderful woodwork. When it came on the market

the following year, she bought it, and moved in during spring break of 1996. When
the historic district was instituted in 1997, she replaced the wrought iron porch
railing with a historically appropriate rail. She said the roof was originally cedar.
One day, Ken Alexander stopped by to see his former house. He told Carol Olson that
the original back door exited the house from the kitchen, and that basement access
was through an exterior cellar door. He also dropped off some old photos and other
information about the house, which the current owner now has.
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
Legal description: Pleasantview Addition Lot 17
This modest one-and-a-half story house was built in what eventually became known
as the Queen Anne Free Classic Style. It was built after the heyday of Victorian
architecture, and is therefore less elaborate in detail than its predecessors from the
1890s. Since it is small for a Victorian style house, it has been lovingly referred to as
a “Princess Anne”. Queen Anne was the dominant style of residential buildings from
1880-1900, but it persisted during the first ten years of the next century.
Although Victorian era architects favored the styles such as shingle and eclectic
styles, the enormous popularity of Queen Anne Style is attributed to a proliferation
of pattern books and mail order plan books. The nationwide railroad systems made
it possible for builders to order elaborate architectural elements and have them
shipped by rail.
Queen Anne style is evident in the irregularly shaped, cross gabled roof. The pitch of
the roof here is moderately steep, in contrast to the steeply pitched roof of earlier
examples of the style. The one-story porch that wraps around one side of the
building is seen in 40% of Queen Anne homes. Gabled dormers such as the one on
the south elevation were common features. The gable ends are decorated with
patterned shingling to add visual interest. The rectangular window with the
rounded top on the north elevation is unfortunately missing the original glazing. The
current owner plans to install either stained glass, or a larger light surrounded by
small pieces of colored glass, either of which was a popular Queen Anne decorative
element.
The popularity of classical style in residential homes followed the 1893 Chicago
Columbian Exhibition, which was designed on a classical theme. Free Classic Style
elements of this house include round porch columns originating at the level of the
porch railing and the pedimented dormer roof. The overhanging gable on the south
elevation shelters a cutaway bay as well as a small porch and a large bracket.
Notable interior features include curly yellow pine woodwork, pocket doors and a
fireplace with floral tiles.

The garage at the rear was built in 1951.
ALTERATIONS
The house first appears on Sanborn Fire Insurance maps for 1913; the configuration
remains the same on the 1950 revision of the map.
The screened-in porch on the rear was added circa 1951 by Wilfred and Beata Harz.
During the 1950s, the current two-car garage replaced an earlier structure and the
kitchen was updated. At some point, the original back door leading out from the
kitchen and the outside cellar door were replaced by the current vestibule to allow
basement access by a stair from the inside. The original front parlor window was
replaced by a thermopane. An early photo shows that this window was originally a
large lower light with colored art glass as the top element.
Permits on file with the City of Elgin include:
1939: Residential card, indicating a 1.5 story single-family dwelling with one
accessory structure.
1942 or 1947 (illegible on permit): re-shingle
1950: electric installation for W. Harz
1958: street work – sewer, sidewalk and approach
1958: construction of a garage
1958: certificate of occupancy for the garage
1958: plumbing work done by Hans and Sons
1960: electrical work
Addenda
Photos of house
Deed 1900, Edward Lovell to F. S. and F. H. Bosworth Book 400, page 299
Deed 1903 F. H. Bosworth to Eva Judkins Whitney, Book 432 page 327
1913 Sanborn Fire Insurance map
1950 Sanborn Fire Insurance map
City directory page 1903
Survey pages
Newspaper article from 11/5/1901 Elgin Daily News

West elevation

South elevation

Front gable

Porch detail

Heritage Building Plaque Application
Name: Melinda Creasy and Steve Fitzgerald
Building Address: 1182 Cedar Avenue
Building Name (for public/commercial structures only):
Current Owners:
Street: 1182 Cedar Avenue Daytime Phone: 630 460-9659
City: Elgin
State: IL
Zip: 60120
Email Address: melindacreasy@gmail.com
If different than above:
Applicant’s Name
Daytime Phone:
Address:
City:
State:
Zip:
Email:
Address:
Original Owner Mabel A. Glover
Date of Construction 1928
Architect (if known) Elmer Gylleck
Builder (if known) Palmer and Son
Please attach the following information:
1. Statement of Value: This statement should include a narrative description of the
historical and architectural value of the building.
2. Photocopies of relevant research materials including but not limited to, Sanborn
Maps, City Directories and original property deeds. See page 3 of the program
guidelines for research locations.
3. Building Alterations: List any alterations to the exterior of the building. Attach
copies of all building permit applications.
4. Photographs: Include a recent photograph in which the building is clearly visible.
Additional photographs depicting close-up details of decorative features are
helpful.
Stipulations
If the building is not awarded a plaque, the application fee will be refunded.
This application and submitted materials shall be retained by the City of Elgin as
a part of the permanent record of the building.
The Elgin Heritage Commission has the authority to edit and publish the
information submitted in the application. This does not prohibit others from using the
information.
When awarded, the plaque will remain with the building and should not be altered
or removed from the building. It is the City’s responsibility to replace the plaque if or
when the situation warrants it.
In addition to the above stipulations, the undersigned attests that the information
provided is, to the best of his/her knowledge, accurate.
Owner’s Signature _____________________________________ Date ____________

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE
Mrs. A. Mabel Glover purchased Lots 3, 4, 5, and the north part of 6 of Block 7 in
Riverside Park in 1928. Glover hired builders Hahn and Son to erect this house on
Lots 3 and 4. She is first listed as the occupant and owner in the 1929-30 Elgin City
Directory.
Mabel A. Glover was a long-time Elgin resident, although she only remained at 1182
Cedar for six years. She was born in 1867 in Kentucky; her mother was from
Kentucky and her father from Scotland. In 1900, she married bookkeeper Charles W.
Glover, who was born in July of 1864 and died in 1912. He is buried in Bluff City
Cemetery, as is Mabel, who died in 1951.
The 1900 census shows Charles and Mabel, aged respectively 35 and 32, at 428
Chicago Street in Elgin. By 1920, Mabel, 50, Kathryn age 18, Alice age 15, and
Drummond age 11 lived at 16 Rugby Place. Mabel’s occupation is listed as
“President”. In 1940, Mabel, age 70, is renting at 4 Gifford Street.
In 1934, Glover sold the house to Maurice E. and Helen Shurtleff, who financed the
purchase with a mortgage.
Incidentally, a few years later, in 1937, Mabel’s daughter Kathryn Glover Essen sold
the property to the south of 1182, Lot 6 and the south portion of lot 5, to Archie
Whittingham, who hired Andresen Brothers to build his new Tudor Revival home at
1160 Cedar Avenue.
Maurice Edward Shurtleff was born in Marengo on September 16, 1892, the son of
Edward D. and Elizabeth S. Shurtleff. He died August 1, 1951 and is buried at
Riverside Cemetery in Sterling, Illinois with his wife, Helen. In 1920, the couple lived
in Sterling on East Washington Street. Maurice, who had completed two years of
college, worked in the retail lumber business. By 1931, Maurice was working in
Elgin but still living in Sterling. He was manager of the lumber, coal and cement
company with offices at 22 S. State and a lumber yard at 75 S. State. The Shurtleffs
had two daughters, Elizabeth A., born around 1927, and Nancy L., born around 1929.
Helen Utley Shurtleff was born in 1889 and died in 1968. Her family, like that of
Maurice, resided in Sterling, Illinois. Helen’s parents, William P. Utley and Lida Todd
Howland Utley lived for many years at 805 W. Third Street in Sterling. Her paternal
grandparents, Caroline Butler and Henry Utley were both born in the state of New
York. They had five children, Jenne, Mary J., Jasep, Henry and William. Henry was a
produce merchant.
In 1952, after the death of her husband, Helen Shurtleff sold the property to Paul G.
and Winifred Tobin. The Tobins took out a mortgage in 1952, and another one in
1961. They occupied 1182 Cedar until 1971. The Tobins were long-time Elgin
residents. Paul’s parents, John R. and Theresa M. Tobin lived at 540 South Street.
Paul, born in 1907. In 1940, Paul age 34, and his siblings James W., age 32, Alice V.,

30 and John R., 23 still lived with their parents on South Street. James and John also
were medical doctors. Paul continued to live with his parents until after his
marriage to Winifred around 1944. In 1946, Paul and Winifred were living at 1044
Center Street. Paul was a medical doctor, with offices in the Professional Building,
164 Division Street in Elgin from 1937 to 1956, when he moved his office to 1185
Dundee Avenue.
In 1971, Winifred Tobin, a widow, sold the house to William P. and Kathleen
Gibbons, who financed it that year, and again for in 1977. William Gibbons, M.D. was
working as a physician at St. Joseph Hospital in 1971 when he bought the house. By
1989, he was the director at Fox Valley Medical Laboratory.
Kathleen Gibbons sold the house to (Mary) Melinda Creasy and Steve Fitzgerald in
2018. Steve and Melinda are aficionados of old houses, and are delighted to have a
large house to accommodate their six children. Steve is Creative Director of the
marketing arm of the Chicago Painters Union. He grew up in Northbrook, Illinois,
and attended Purdue University. Melinda has worked in early childhood education
and music education. She grew up in Normal, Illinois, and holds a degree from
Cornell University.
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
Legal description Riverside Park Block 7 Lots 3, 4, and the north part of Lot 5
The property on which 1182 Cedar was built has an interesting history. Both this
house and 1160 Cedar replaced two earlier structures, first, a two-story frame
house built in 1906 at a cost of $5000 by Harry and Hattie Luther, who later
replaced this house with a $25,000 mansion which they sold to James Dorsey when
they divorced in 1912. The mansion was destroyed by fire in 1919, leaving a large
vacant lot. Dorsey sold the lot to William Quade in 1924; he transferred it to E. B.
Stewart in 1925, and Stewart sold it to Glover in 1928.
Occupying 2.5 lots in prestigious Riverside Park Subdivision, this edifice is one of
Elgin’s largest Tudor Revival Style homes. Built in 1928 at a cost of $20,000 it is the
most eminent structure on Cedar Avenue north of River Bluff Road. The two-story
home measures 39’ 5” by 73’ 9”. On the July 6, 1928 building permit, the house is
described as “English Colonial”. The property does not appear on Sanborn Fire
Insurance Maps.
Tudor Revival Style, 1890-1940, is loosely based on a variety of early English
building traditions and comprises about 20% of domestic architecture during the
1920s. Only Colonial Revival Style was more popular. The style was simplified after
the Depression, and was gradually supplanted by French Eclectic until both were
replaced by modern styles after World War II.
The structure received a rating of “Significant” in the 1996 City of Elgin Survey of

Historical Resources in the northeast neighborhood. It is therein described as an
unaltered Tudor Revival house, consistent with the abundance of Tudor Revival
features. The exterior cladding is masonry with half-timbering and embedded
random decorative bricks and stones. The rounded front entry is surrounded by
quoins. A large brick chimney with terra cotta pots graces the front elevation.
Typical of the style are the recessed slab door and gabled wall dormers. Window
design is also unmistakably Tudor, with grouped casement windows glazed with
multiple small panes of glass. The side porch sits under the main roof. The
foundation is stone that was parged, or coated with a thin layer of concrete. This
house is classified as a side gabled structure with multiple façade gables, a subtype
that accounts for 15% of Tudor homes.
Elgin architect Elmer Gylleck (1898-1989) designed this house. According to the
Larkin Bank’s Historical Calendar of 1985, this was the first house Gylleck designed.
Gylleck moved to Elgin in 1900 as a child. In the 1920s, he trained in engineering and
architecture at Armour Institute (now IIT) in Chicago and the École des Beaux Arts in
Paris. In the 1930s, he was the Chicago regional director of Architects Small House
Service Bureau (ASHSB). In 1945, he started his own firm, Elmer Gylleck and Associates
in Elgin. He also published a number of plans for Mid-Century Modern Style homes.

The garage is contemporary with the house, and designed in a compatible style.
ALTERATIONS
A room addition was completed on the northwest corner of the house in 1978,
enclosing the back porch to expand the kitchen and creating a mud room. The
Gibbons also built the breezeway between the house and the garage. They enclosed
the porch on the south elevation to create a sunroom. Otherwise, the building is in
original condition.
Permits on file with the City of Elgin include:
1928 building permit – Mrs. Glover
1929: electric fixture installation - Glover
1937: re-roof – M. Shurtleff
1939: Residential card indicating a single-family home with a garage
April 1969: re-roof with hand-split shingle – Dr. Paul Tobin
June 1969: letter from the city to Paul Tobin stating that the roofing job is
unsatisfactory
July 1978: water service
1978: room addition and electric remodeling by contractor Ron Jones.
Owner listed as Levine Builders

Addenda
Photos of house
1928 deed
Building permit
City directory page 1929-30
Survey pages

East elevation
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East elevation

Garage

Chimney and dormers

Vestibule and casement windows

Elgin City Directory 1929-30

August 21, 2018
Name of Place:

Larkin Home for Children
1212 Larkin Avenue
Elgin -- Kane County

Christen Sundquist, Historic Preservation Planner
City of Elgin
150 Dexter Ct.
Elgin, IL 60120-5555
Dear Ms. Sundquist:
The aforementioned nomination(s) has/have satisfied the National Register standards for documentation by
the State Historic Preservation Office. Before the nomination(s) is/are presented to the Illinois Historic Sites
Advisory Council (IHSAC), however, you as a Certified Local Government have an opportunity to review,
comment, and solicit public remarks on the nomination as provided by 36 CFR, Part 61.
By these same regulations, the Elgin Heritage Commission has the opportunity to advise why the subject
place does or does not satisfy the National Register criteria and explain the reasons for the advice. If the
historic preservation commission’s recommendation and that of the chief elected official are not received in
this office by September 26, 2018, the nomination will automatically be placed on the IHSAC agenda for the
October 26,, 2018 meeting in Springfield. Your comments are welcome and will be furnished to the IHSAC
with the nomination.
Of course, let me know if you have any questions. We look forward to your continued cooperation in this
matter.
Sincerely yours,

Andrew Heckenkamp
National Register Coordinator
217.785.4324
Enclosures

Certified Local Gov. HPC-CLG

Illinois State Historic Preservation Office Division of Historic Preservation

NPS Form 10-900

OMB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in National Register Bulletin, How
to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not
applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions.
Place additional certification comments, entries, and narrative items on continuation sheets if needed (NPS Form 10-900a).

1. Name of Property
historic name

Larkin Home for Children

other names/site number

N/A

Name of Multiple Property Listing

N/A

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

2. Location
street & number 1212 Larkin Avenue

not for publication

city or town Elgin

vicinity

state

Illinois

county

Kane

zip code 60123

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,
I hereby certify that this
nomination
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property
meets
does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:
national
statewide
local
Applicable National Register Criteria:

A

B

C

D

Signature of certifying official/Title: Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

Date

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government
In my opinion, the property

meets

does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official

Title

Date

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby certify that this property is:
entered in the National Register

determined eligible for the National Register

determined not eligible for the National Register

removed from the National Register

other (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper

Date of Action
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5. Classification
Ownership of Property

Category of Property

Number of Resources within Property

(Check as many boxes as apply.)

(Check only one box.)

(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

X private
public - Local
public - State
public - Federal

Contributing

Noncontributing

3

2

X building(s)
district
site
structure

buildings
site
structure
object

3

object

2

Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.)

(Enter categories from instructions.)

DOMESTIC: institutional housing

VACANT/NOT IN USE

7. Description
Architectural Classification

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions.)

(Enter categories from instructions.)

LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY
AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Colonial Revival

foundation:

CONCRETE

walls:

BRICK, STONE, WOOD

roof:

SYNTHETICS

other:
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Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe contributing and noncontributing resources if
applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style,
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity).

Summary Paragraph

The Larkin Home for Children property is comprised of five extant buildings located on a 3.4-acre parcel at 1212
Larkin Avenue in Elgin, Kane County, Illinois, approximately one and a half miles west of downtown Elgin and the
Fox River. The nominated property is bound by Larkin Avenue to the south, N. Clifton Avenue to the west, Wolff
Avenue to the north, and N. Melrose Avenue to the east. The property consists of three contributing buildings, the
Main Building (1912), the Hospital Building (1925-1926), and a three-bay garage (1964). Two non-contributing
buildings on the property are the dormitory (1971-1972) and a metal trailer (post 1974). The three-story Main Building
was designed by local architect George Morris in the Georgian Revival style. It features brick quoining, a symmetrical
façade, and a dentiled cornice. The Larkin Home for Children is significant at the local level under Criterion A for
Social History for the distinct role it served in housing and educating the city of Elgin’s children in need. The period
of significance of the property begins in 1912 with the construction of the Main Building and ends in 1966 when the
institution’s mission was changed. The two non-contributing buildings are less than fifty years of age and were
constructed after the period of significance. The property has been vacant since 2013. The Larkin Home for Children
complex retains sufficient architectural integrity to express its local significance as a Progressive Era children’s home.
Narrative Description

Site and Buildings
The former Larkin Home for Children is comprised of five extant buildings on a 3.4-acre parcel at 1212 Larkin
Avenue in Elgin, Kane County, Illinois. The property is approximately one and a half miles west of downtown Elgin
and the Fox River. The buildings are set on a landscaped rectangular parcel bounded by Larkin Avenue on the south,
N. Melrose Avenue on the east, Wolff Avenue on the north, and N. Clifton Avenue on the west.
Historically located on the outskirts of Elgin, the Larkin Home for Children maintains its large open lot. The
surrounding residential area was developed from the early through the mid-twentieth century. Early twentieth century
houses are located to the south of the property while single-family Ranch houses built from the 1950s through the
1970s fill adjacent blocks along narrow residential streets to the east, north, and west. Larkin Avenue, a wider arterial
road that bounds the southern edge of the property, runs at a slight southwesterly angle relative to the area street grid.
Larkin Avenue is characterized with houses set between commercial establishments and religious facilities with paved
parking lots. To north of the nominated property is a large landscaped block occupied by a one-story brick elementary
school built in the 1970s.
The front (south) portion of the property features the historic Larkin Home for Children buildings. The terrain slopes
down from south to north, limiting the visibility of the rear (north) portion of the property from Larkin Avenue. The
south, east, and north edges of the property are lined with concrete pedestrian sidewalks and concrete curbing. The
Larkin Home for Children’s Main Building, constructed in 1912, is situated at the center of the front portion of the
lot, facing Larkin Avenue. The Main Building is fronted by an asphalt paved crescent-shaped drive, a historic design
feature of the site. Several mature deciduous trees dot the grass lawn on this portion of the property. Two short nonhistoric brick piers with concrete caps are situated at the center of the south edge of the property; the piers supported
a non-historic marquee sign that was removed after the institution closed in 2013. The property’s Hospital, constructed
in 1925-1926, and a non-historic metal trailer are located to the northwest of the Main Building. An east-west oriented
asphalt paved driveway with abutting paved vehicular parking slots along its north edge runs between the Main
Building and the Hospital, connecting Clifton and Melrose avenues. Historic aerials indicate the driveway historically
functioned as a circulation pathway with a small parking area. A non-historic concrete pathway leads between the
Hospital and the metal trailer. A brick garage constructed in 1964 is situated to the northeast of the Main Building. It
sits almost entirely below grade with three vehicular bays facing east toward Melrose Avenue. Curved concrete
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retaining walls flank the east façade of the garage. A non-historic dormitory is situated on the east side of the rear
portion of the property. Non-historic concrete pathways lead from the driveway to the metal trailer and the dormitory.
The rear portion of the property was historically undeveloped. It currently retains an open grass lawn sparsely dotted
with deciduous trees.
The site contains five buildings completed during Larkin’s occupancy of the property. Three of these buildings are
contributing and two are non-contributing. The three contributing buildings, all located in the south portion of the
site, are the 1912 Main Building, the 1925-1926 Hospital Building, and the 1964 garage. All were completed during
the period of significance (1912-1966) when the property served as a home for children. The two non-contributing
buildings were constructed after the period of significance and are located at the middle and northern (rear) portions
of the site. These are a dormitory built in 1972 and a metal trailer added after 1974.
The buildings are as follows:
•

Main Building (Contributing)
Constructed 1912, designed by architect George Morris
The first building constructed on the site for the Larkin Home for Children and the site’s oldest and largest
building

•

Hospital (Contributing)
Constructed 1925 -1926 by Illinois Hydraulic Stone & Construction Company
Constructed to serve Larkin Home for Children residents

•

Garage (Contributing)
Constructed in 1964 to hold three service vehicles

•

Dormitory (Non-Contributing)
Constructed between 1971 and 1972, designed by Schmidtke & Layer Architects of Elgin 1
Constructed when the Larkin Home for Children was reorganized as a group home and renamed Larkin
Center. The dormitory is non-contributing because it was constructed after the period of significance.

•

Metal Trailer (Non-Contributing)
Installed after 1974
Archival documentation indicates that four trailers were installed north of the Main Building between 1974
and 1979 following the reorganization of the Larkin Home for Children into a group home. Only one metal
trailer is extant, and it is non-contributing because it was installed after the period of significance.

Main Building (Contributing)
Exterior
The Larkin Home for Children’s Main Building was designed by Elgin architect George Morris in the Georgian
Revival style and constructed by the Illinois Hydraulic Stone and Construction Company in 1912. The three-story
brick building faces south and has a rectangular footprint, a full basement, a symmetrical façade, and a hipped roof
with dormer windows. A nearly full-width one-story brick porch spans the center of the primary (south) façade. A
small two-story brick addition with a square footprint and a hipped roof was constructed on the Main Building’s
northeast corner in 1934. The Main Building’s architectural ornamentation, including brick quoining, elliptical
entrance door fanlight, and dentiled eaves, reflects the Georgian Revival style.

1

“Set Open House for New Larkin Home,” Cardunal Free Press, January 21, 1972.
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The Main Building’s primary (south) façade features full-height brick quoining at the corners, symmetrically arranged
fenestration, and a stone beltcourse between the basement and first story that continues on all elevations. A wood
dentiled cornice and shallow eaves with wood modillions ornaments the primary façade and secondary elevations.
All window bays on the primary façade feature stone sills and flat arch lintels with brick voussoirs and a stone
keystone. The primary façade has seven bays on the first and second stories. A historic one-story brick porch with a
flat roof spans the five inner bays of the first floor. The porch features brick kneewalls and piers with stone coping
and historic wood plank flooring. The brick piers are flanked by short wood Ionic columns supporting a plain wood
entablature. The brick piers continue through the roofline; they are joined with a historic geometric wood balustrade
and topped with stone caps. The center of the porch features a set of concrete steps flanked with stepped brick
sidewalls with stone coping. On the first story, the center (fourth) bay aligns with the porch entrance and features a
stone threshold with non-historic double-leaf wood entrance doors with glazed panels. The doors are set within a
historic wood door surround featuring plain wood pilasters, historic twelve-light sidelights, and an elliptical fanlight
with a sunburst muntin pattern. The segmented arch lintel above the doors contains brick voussoirs and a stone
keystone.
The remaining bays on the first floor each contain a historic ten-over-one wood sash window. The second story’s
center (fourth) bay contains a historic six-over-one wood sash window flanked with four-over-one wood sashes. The
fifth bay contains a pair of historic four-over-one and six-over-one wood sash windows, and the remaining bays
contain historic ten-over-one wood sash windows. The third story is expressed through three evenly-spaced dormer
windows with front-gabled roofs, cornice returns, and wood cladding. The center dormer window is widest and
contains an arched wood double-hung window with a tracery upper sash flanked by three-over-one wood sash
windows. The smaller outer dormers each contain an arched wood double-hung window with a tracery upper sash.
The east elevation contains punched openings at the ground level and regularly spaced window bays at the first and
second stories. The window bays contain historic ten-over-one wood sash windows, stone sills, and flat arch lintels
with brick voussoirs and stone keystones. A chimney rises from the north side of the east elevation and continues
through the roof eave. At the third story is a wide front-gabled dormer with a historic arched wood window containing
a tracery upper sash. A two-story addition at the northeast corner of the building has a hipped roof and matching brick
cladding. The first floor of the addition contains a kitchen and was completed in the 1930s, while the second story
was added in the 1950s. It features a non-historic wood single-leaf door and non-historic window infill with stone
sills and flat arch brick lintels with stone keystones.
The north elevation is abutted by a paved driveway and parking area. The elevation features irregularly spaced
fenestration at the ground level and first through second stories. The window openings retain historic stone sills and
flat arch brick lintels with stone keystones. Most openings are boarded with painted plywood and others contain nonhistoric infill windows. Two non-historic single-leaf doors are at the first story. The third story features a long shedroof dormer with seven irregularly spaced bays containing non-historic fire exit doors and wood sash windows. Two
large, modern metal fire escapes are affixed to the façade. Alterations were made to the cornice at the third floor to
accommodate the addition of the fire exit doors. A large chimney rises along the west side of the north elevation.
The west elevation faces part of the paved parking area and the lawn. This elevation has had few alterations. It contains
two punched openings at the ground level, and two regularly spaced bays at the first and second stories. Each bay
contains a historic ten-over-one wood window with stone sill and flat arch brick lintel with stone keystone. At the
third story, a wide front-gabled dormer with wood cladding contains two pairs of historic three-over-one wood sash
windows.

Interior
The Main Building retains characteristic features of the historic layout and historic finishes on all floors, such as the
overall plan, plaster partitions, and wood trim and doors. The Larkin Home converted the interior to administrative
offices circa 1966. Each floor is organized into east and west halves on either side of a central stair hall extending the
5

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
NPS Form 10-900

Larkin Home for Children
Name of Property

OMB No. 1024-0018

Kane, Illinois
County and State

depth of the building from north to south. A secondary stair runs parallel to the main stair. Both sets of stairs have
shallow landings and wood treads and balusters.
The basement has a central stair hall, and both halves of the floor are divided evenly by masonry walls into quadrants.
The southwest quadrant is divided into four storage rooms. The northwest quadrant has two storage spaces and the
main boiler room with an auxiliary exterior entrance. The northeast quadrant has the secondary stair at its west end,
followed by two storage rooms and an auxiliary entrance through the 1930s addition on the building’s northeast
corner. The southeast quadrant contains one large storage room with an auxiliary entrance on its east wall. A large
storage room with shelving is also located beneath the front porch along the building’s south side. Historic finishes
include exposed brick walls, concrete floors, and metal fire doors. Many rooms were subdivided after the initial
construction of the building and were finished with non-historic dropped ceilings and vinyl tile floors.
The first floor retains its historic floor plan. The central hall has an entrance vestibule at the south end and a main
circulation stair at the north end, which is separated from the hall by a non-historic partition with twin doors. The
entrance vestibule features a set of wood double-leaf doors set within a historic door surround with a wood frame
elliptical fanlight and twelve-light sidelights. The vestibule and central hall are floored with non-historic small square
ceramic tiles. The main circulation stair runs from the first floor up to the third floor; it features historic wood newel
posts with peaked caps and historic wood railings with square balusters and flat handrails. The stair treads and risers
are wood with non-historic vinyl covering. The stair hall has non-historic wood wainscoting. The southeast quadrant
of the first floor, formerly a single large room, has been subdivided with temporary partitions into a corridor with four
smaller adjoining offices. The northeast quadrant is a larger lunchroom space that connects to a 1930s kitchen addition
at the building’s northeast corner. The west half of the first floor contains a large room that is subdivided into a main
conference room to the west side and two small reception rooms on the east side. The conference room extends the
depth of the building along the west wall and features an original brick-front fireplace mantle centered on the west
wall. Historic finishes remain including wood door and window frames, wood floors, and select wood doors. Nonhistoric finishes are also present, including vinyl floors, baseboard heating units, non-historic partitions, and nonhistoric door infill.
The second floor is similarly organized to the first, with a central stair hall. The west half is accessed by an L-shaped
corridor that extends west and then turns northward, connecting a series of six offices on the building’s perimeter.
The east half contains a large conference room that extends the depth of the building along the east wall, with the
enclosed secondary stair at the northwest corner of the space and an office at the southwest corner. An office located
in the 1950s second-floor addition on the building’s northeast corner connects to the east half. Historic finishes include
wood window and door surrounds and wood built-in cabinets. Non-historic finishes include carpet and vinyl flooring,
baseboard heating units, dropped ceiling tiles, wood wainscot and wall paneling, and non-historic partitions.
The third floor is also organized around a central hall that runs east-west from the stair hall. A second corridor was
created to the south in the west half that connects later subdivided rooms. Offices are located to the south, east, and
west of the stair corridor. Historic finishes include wood window surrounds, wood door surrounds, wood doors, wood
baseboards, and sloped roofs, following the line of the exterior dormers. Non-historic finishes include vinyl tile floors,
dropped ceilings, fluorescent lights, and non-historic partitions.

Hospital (Contributing)
Exterior
The Hospital was constructed from 1925 through 1926 and is located to the northwest of the Main Building. A paved
asphalt driveway with integrated parking runs between the Main Building and the Hospital. The one-story brick
Hospital has a rectangular footprint with a basement, a symmetrical façade, and a hipped roof with asphalt shingles.
A stone water table ornaments the building on all elevations. Thin rectangular openings at the ground level contain
three-light fixed wood windows. Very few alterations have been made to the exterior of the building.
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The primary (south) façade of the Hospital has seven bays. The center (fourth) bay contains the primary entrance
consisting of a non-historic single-leaf entrance door flanked by thin brick pilasters and historic wood sidelights with
six lights. The entrance is accessed from a brick and concrete stoop and sheltered by a painted wood door hood with
simple wood brackets. The remaining bays contain historic window openings with stone sills and flat arch brick lintels
with stone keystones. The openings contain non-historic one-over-one windows. The east and west elevations each
contain two bays with non-historic one-over-one windows set within historic masonry openings. The rear (north)
elevation has seven bays. The center (fourth) bay contains a non-historic wood slab door with glazing and a short oneover-one window. The door is accessed from a non-historic wood deck with a metal handrail and wood steps. A nonhistoric door below the deck accesses the basement. A brick chimney rises from the rear slope of the roof.
Interior
The one-story and basement Hospital building retains its basic historic layout and open circulation plan. The small
building’s layout features interconnected rooms with no central circulation corridors. Some non-historic partitions
were constructed to subdivide the historic spaces. Historic finishes remain and include a fireplace and brick mantel
surround, wood built-in cabinets, simple wood window surrounds, plaster walls, and wood baseboard and ceiling trim.
Non-historic finishes include carpet and vinyl tile flooring, dropped ceiling tiles, and non-historic partitions.

Brick Garage (Contributing)
Exterior
A brick garage constructed in 1964 is located directly east of the Hospital building. From the Hospital building, only
the flat roof of the garage is visible, as the one-story structure is built into the slope of the site, surrounded by a sloped
concrete retaining wall, and accessed from North Melrose Avenue to the east.
The east elevation of the garage, facing North Melrose Avenue, contains three garage openings, infilled with
replacement metal roll-down doors. Brick piers divide the openings. The north, west, and south elevations are only
minimally visible, as the garage is built into the slope of the ground. A portion of the garage’s concrete base is visible
above the ground.
Interior
The garage is a utilitarian space with concrete floors and exposed brick walls.

Northeast Dormitory (Non-Contributing)
Exterior
A brick and wood-clad dormitory designed by the Elgin-based architectural firm of Schmidtke & Layer and
constructed between 1971 and 1972 is located to the north of the garage and is the second-largest building on the site,
after the Main Building. The building also takes advantage of the sloped site to the east and is partially built into this
grade change. The two-story building has a staggered, peaked roof, with the gable ends facing north and south. The
dormitory was constructed after the Center’s mission shifted in 1971 from housing children to expanded services to
treat adults. As the building is constructed outside of the Center’s period of significance, the northeast dormitory is
considered non-contributing.
The long east and west elevations of the building contain recessed bays clad in wood board with window openings
infilled with non-historic windows. The projecting bays contain expanses of unarticulated brick. The site slopes down
to the north, exposing an additional floor of space. On the east elevation, a large wood deck with stairs provides access
to an entrance on the second floor. A projecting clerestory row of windows rises above the roof’s peak to the north.
On the west, a discreet entrance is located at the center.
7

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
NPS Form 10-900

Larkin Home for Children
Name of Property

OMB No. 1024-0018

Kane, Illinois
County and State

The north and south entrances feature recesses in the brick at the peak of the gable. At the top of the building, the
opening is infilled with wood boards, and a narrow window. Below, the brick is open to access the recessed entrances.
Interior
The non-contributing dormitory building is divided among two floors. Central, double-loaded corridors make up the
spine of the building, capped by stairwells, and double-height, community rooms. Finishes include non-historic vinyl
tile floors, metal doors, dropped ceiling tiles, fluorescent lights, and simple wood balustrades.

Metal Trailer (Non-Contributing)
Exterior
A metal trailer installed at the site after 1974 is located to the northeast of the Hospital. The existing trailer is the only
one of four trailers installed at the rear (north) of the Main Building following the reorganization of the Larkin Home
for Children as a group home. Archival documentation shows that four trailers were installed north of the Main
Building in 1970, but have been either moved off-site or demolished since.
The trailer consists of several rooms to accommodate expanded administrative needs and was one of four trailers
installed onsite to accommodate later organization needs. The one-story, multi-room trailer is considered a temporary
structure and was installed after 1966, and therefore is considered non-contributing.
All elevations are clad in hexagonal, projecting metal siding, with a wood slat base. Entrances to the trailer are found
on the east and west ends. Projecting canopies with wood entrance stairs lead to non-historic entrance doors. Four
punched window openings are found on the south and north elevations. The building is covered in green biological
growth, highlighting the poor condition and temporary nature of the building.
Interior
The non-contributing trailer is divided into two primary spaces and finished with vinyl tile floor, wood panels, dropped
ceiling tiles, and fluorescent lights. No historic finishes are found on the interior.

Integrity
The Larkin Home for Children site, and particularly its highly visible southern end facing Larkin Avenue, maintains
excellent historic integrity. The character-defining south lawn and circular drive continue to frame the Main
Building’s Georgian Revival style façade, resulting in a site that looks much as it did when the children’s home opened
in 1912. Despite the construction of the non-contributing northeast dormitory and metal trailer (neither of which are
visible from Larkin Avenue), the Larkin site remains highly intact.
The Larkin Home for Children’s 1912 Main Building, 1925-1926 Hospital, and 1964 garage exhibit a high degree of
architectural integrity. The three buildings maintain their historic proximity and site relationships, and retain
significant historic features including overall building form and footprint. Each building also retains significant
exterior features including brick cladding, window openings and infill, and rooflines. Significant interior features are
also retained including wood flooring, wood trim (baseboards, window and door surrounds, and trim at the ceiling),
wood built-ins, wood stairs and balustrades, and circulation patterns.
Overall the Larkin Home for Children site features and contributing buildings retain good integrity and continue to
tell the story of this site’s importance to the social history of Elgin and the Fox River Valley.
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)

Social History

Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

B

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

C

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D

County and State

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Period of Significance

1912-1966

Significant Dates

1912, 1925-1926, 1964, 1966

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Significant Person

Property is:

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

N/A
A

Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

B

removed from its original location.

C

a birthplace or grave.

D

a cemetery.

E

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F

a commemorative property.

G

less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Cultural Affiliation (if applicable)

N/A

Architect/Builder

Morris, George
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance, applicable criteria,
justification for the period of significance, and any applicable criteria considerations).

Summary of Significance Statement
The Larkin Home for Children, located at 1212 Larkin Avenue in Elgin, Kane County, Illinois, is locally significant under
National Register Criterion A for Social History as an excellent and well-preserved example of a Progressive Era children’s
home that served the Elgin community and represented a distinct alternative to the government-operated orphanages of the
nineteenth century. The Larkin Home for Children complex is comprised of three contributing buildings; a Georgian Revival
style main residence building constructed in 1912, a small hospital constructed in 1926, and a three-vehicle garage
constructed in 1964. The Larkin Home for Children, operated by a private organization of the same name, played a major
role in the welfare of Elgin’s children since the late nineteenth century. The Larkin Home for Children was a successor
organization of the Elgin Children’s Home Society, established in 1898 to house children without sufficient guardianship.
After the society outgrew the donated 11-room Larkin Home for Children located at 320 S. State Street in Elgin (not extant),
the Society purchased land in 1911 at 1212 Larkin Avenue on the outskirts of the city and raised money for the construction
of a larger residence to house their ever-growing numbers of charges. The Larkin Home’s mission was sustained through
donations from forward-thinking private individuals with the intention of providing a nurturing atmosphere for smaller
groups of children. The mission of the Larkin Home for Children was not to function merely as an orphanage (in fact, the
organization rejected this term) but to provide a temporary or longer-term stable home-like environment for children in their
care. The small size and domestic setting of the Larkin Home for Children reflected Progressive Era tenets about childcare
and created an intimate and nurturing environment for its charges that was believed to be more beneficial in comparison to
the previous century’s traditional institutional orphanages. The additional of a small hospital building to the rear of the main
residence building in 1926 and a three-vehicle service garage in 1964 further supported the Larkin Home’s mission.
In 1966, the organization underwent mission changes and became a group home for both children and adults. By the early
1970s, the organization started providing mental health services. During this time of later change and expansion, a dormitory
was constructed onsite. Temporary trailers were also installed after 1974; only one of these trailers remains. In the late
1980s, the organization and site were renamed the Larkin Center. Larkin Center closed its doors in 2013, and the nominated
property is currently vacant. The period of significance for the Larkin Home for Children spans from 1912, the year the
main residence building was constructed, to 1966 when the main building was converted from residential to office use and
the organization expanded to offer group home services for both children and adults, a major change from its earlytwentieth-century mission. The nominated property includes three contributing buildings constructed within the period of
significance to meet the organization’s mission. These are the main residence building, designed by local architect Georgie
Morris (1875-1941) and completed in 1912, a small hospital constructed in 1925-1926 to the rear of the main residence,
and a three-vehicle garage completed in 1964 to the east of the hospital. Two non-contributing buildings on the property
were constructed or installed after the period of the significance and are less than fifty years of age. These are a dormitory,
constructed in 1971-1972 at the east side of the rear of the property, and a metal trailer, installed after 1974. The Larkin
Home for Children’s contributing buildings retain their original massing, exterior design and architectural ornamentation,
and many historic interior finishes, features, and spaces. The Larkin Home for Children retains integrity to express its
significance. The non-contributing buildings were constructed by the Larkin Center at the rear of the property and are not
visible from Larkin Avenue.
The Larkin Home for Children is a City of Elgin local landmark. As of 2018, the Larkin Home for Children retains a high
degree of architectural integrity and is National Register eligible as locally significant under Criterion A for Social History
in recognition of the important role the Larkin Home for Children played in supporting children in need in early twentieth
century Elgin and the greater Fox River Valley region.
Late 19th and Early 20th Century Orphanages and “Children’s Homes”
In the late nineteenth century, American orphanages, hospitals, asylums, alms houses, and other institutions established to
permanently or temporarily house the needy all served a specific subset of the population, and were operated either by the
10
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state or local governments, religious organizations, fraternal organizations, or by private founders. The orphanage as social
institution was an established component, during the early twentieth century, of this even greater system of charitable
welfare institutions which were aimed at housing children whose guardians were dead, absent, or deemed incapable of
caring for them. By the early twentieth century, such organizations claimed the self-professed goal of improving the lives
of children of families whose economic and social positions were determined unstable or limited. Well-intended but
sometimes flawed perceptions of families’ socioeconomic status frequently formed the basis in determining who could or
should enter the institution for assistance and ultimate improvement.
Orphanages were first organized in the United States during the 19th century as a residential institution to care for children
who had either lost one or both parents or whose families could no longer provide suitable care. In Illinois, as in other states,
the first orphanages were established in the wake of cholera epidemics during the 1840s. Disease, war, and other events
contributed to more children being orphaned, but more often children were placed in orphanages by their parent(s) who
used the institutions as boarding houses during times of financial hardship or other burden. The child would leave the
orphanage once the parent(s) had regained financial stability or found a permanent home for the child. However, in some
cases, children were not returned home before institution administrators found a home.
Debate over how best to raise orphaned children continued through the late-19th century. Proponents of institutions felt that
such facilities were superior to the family home, because they provided a stable and structured environment. The institutional
plan had its roots in the reformation of criminals and the isolation from society of persons with perceived hereditary diseases.
Institutions, such as orphanages, were ultimately designed to shape individuals from poor environments into moral citizens.
Opponents argued that, “the tendency of institutional life is to repress individuality, to destroy initiative, and to render the
child permanently dependent.” 2 Progressive reformers, like Jane Addams, also opposed vast orphanages, because they were
frequently overcrowded and unsanitary. Several large institutions with dormitory-like facilities that could hold hundreds of
children were built across Illinois during the late-19th century; most held fewer than one-hundred children.
At the same time, there was growing support for “placing-out” children into foster homes. The individualized care available
in a home was seen as more effective and positive than the mass care provided by institutions. Yet, without the thorough
review of potential foster care providers, cases of neglect and abuse or servitude made the process less desirable. Concern
for child welfare became an important component of progressive thinking. Protecting children from undue harm guided new
policies and led to the development of child labor laws and school requirements. In 1883, Rev. Martin Van Arsdale founded
the Children’s Home Society in Bloomington, Illinois, which focused its efforts on free-of-charge placement of children in
carefully selected foster families. “Receiving homes” were organized to care for orphans until proper foster homes could be
found. By 1897, the Society had become a movement with twenty-three branches in several states. The influence of this
movement was felt across the United States as local branches were established to save children from harmful environments
and to place them in nurturing foster care. By 1897, twenty-three branches operated in several states, with operations in
thirty-six states by 1916. 3 By the turn-of-the century, the method of placing children in carefully selected foster families
had become widely accepted. In 1909, the first White House Conference on Children, convened by President Theodore
Roosevelt, drew a consensus on child welfare and determined that foster families were the ideal placement for dependent
children. 4 Despite a strong Progressive drive for child welfare through foster care, or through “Children’s Homes,” large
orphanages continued to operate and even grow through the 1920s.
At the same time several smaller home-like facilities were opened, including as the Larkin Home for Children in Elgin, IL.
These small facilities, often privately operated, were supported by reformers and served as short-term “receiving homes”
for children seeking permanent foster homes. While many of these were established in connection with what became the
Children's Home and Aid Society of Illinois, others were likely influenced by the Children’s Home movement.
Typical so-called “Children’s Homes” were intended to house smaller groups of children and were designed to look like
ordinary houses, often in a range of sizes and architectural styles. Like Larkin, many were set near residential areas and
2

Rev. Hastings H. Hart, “The Child-Saving Movement,” The Bibliotheca Sacra, July 1901. 524.
Dante Cicchetti, Developmental Psychopathology, Maladaptation and Psychopathology (New York: John Wiley & Sons, 2016).
4 Orphanages: An Historical Overview, Family and Children’s Services Division, Minnesota Department of Human Services, March 1995. 3-4.
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therefore integrated into the domestic life of the communities they served. 5 Children’s Homes like that at Larkin often had
large yards for outdoor activities. Inside, these homes contained larger social areas for dining, instruction, and recreation.
Small dormitories housed sleeping areas for children, and service spaces housed kitchens, offices, and sleeping areas for
staff.
The United States Census completed decennial statistical assessments of orphanages, children’s homes, and nurseries across
the country beginning in 1880. In 1904, the U.S. Census identified approximately sixty-eight facilities in Illinois. 6 By 1933,
the number of institutions had doubled to over 140. 7 However, the ideals of home life advocated by turn-of-the-century
reformers finally began to influence how orphaned children were handled beginning in the 1940s. Following World War II,
orphanages began to reduce in size and close following pressure from welfare advocates. Many closed facilities often
became group homes or shifted housing and treating adults, senior citizens, or emotionally disturbed children. This change
was advanced during the 1960s and 1970s as part of a broader movement to de-institutional individuals. The idea of foster
care and foster families quickly replaced the position of and treatment offered by orphanages.
U.S. Census records identify the Larkin Home for Children as the only orphanage in Elgin in 1904, but found at least two
additional facilities in the nearby Fox River Valley in its 1933 census. 8 Unlike the Larkin Home for Children which was
governed by a private board, these two nearby orphanages mentioned in the 1933 census – the Yeoman City of Childhood
near Elgin and Mooseheart near Batavia – were founded and operated by fraternal organizations. The Yeoman City of
Childhood was opened in 1926 on a 680 acre farm along the Fox River near Elgin, Illinois. It was founded by the
Brotherhood of American Yeomen, a fraternal organization of the American Mutual Life Insurance company, as a facility
to care for the children of policy holders; it housed around 125. The Yeoman City of Childhood closed during World War
II and only one brick building remains. Mooseheart was organized near Batavia, Illinois in 1913 by the Loyal Order of the
Moose as an orphanage and training school. It served over one thousand children in 1933. The order espoused the belief
that a moral education consisted of training children in practical work rather than academic pursuits. 9 Mooseheart continues
to serve as a large residential childcare facility.

Early History of the Larkin Home for Children Organization (1893-1912)
The organization that became the Larkin Home for Children began in 1893 with humble beginnings. That year, a Ms. Mary
Peabody of Elgin, IL became a caretaker for the children of a widowed father, taking the needy children into her own home.
Ms. Peabody came to the aid of other children in single-parent households during the late 1890s, forming a temporary home
known as “The Miss Mary Peabody’s Home for Babies.” Volunteers helped raise funds to support Ms. Peabody’s cause,
which was formally organized in June 1896 as the Elgin Children’s Home Association. As an Illinois corporation, the
Association could formally solicit donations from the community to support the thirty children under Ms. Peabody’s care
in a house at 685 East Chicago Street in Elgin. The inclusion of “Children’s Home” in the Association’s name likely was
done to draw on the success and popularity of Martin Van Arsdale’s Children’s Home and Aid Society, which was first
founded in 1883. Although the Elgin home was likely influenced by the Children’s Home movement, there is no evidence
of a direct connection to Arsdale’s organization.
In 1902, local farmer and politician Cyrus H. Larkin (1830-1902) donated a large house and land at 320 South State Street
in Elgin to the Elgin Children’s Home Association for use as a new home, with the requirement that the new facility be
named the Larkin Home for Children in honor of his late mother Sarah A. Larkin (1803-1887). This first Larkin Home for
Children is no longer extant.

5 At least six similar buildings were identified in the Illinois Historic Structures Survey and are scattered across the state. The connection between
these Children’s Homes and Arsdale’s Children’s Home movement is not known.
6 Department of Commerce and Labor, Bureau of the Census, S. N. D. North, Director, Special Reports: Benevolent Institutions, 1904 (Washington,
D.C., Government Printing Office, 1905) 64-68.
7 Dr. Leon E. Truesdell, Children Under Institutional Care and in Foster Homes, 1933 (Washington, D.C., United States Government Printing
Office, 1935) 72-75.
8 Trusdell, 1935; “Farm Near Elgin for an Orphanage,” True Republican, February 23, 1929.
9 Guy H. Fuller, Ed., Loyal Order of Moose and Mooseheart (Mooseheart, Illinois: Mooseheart Press, 1918) 52.
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History of the Larkin Home for Children (1912-1966)
As the Larkin Home for Children organization began to outgrow its 320 South State Street home, a campaign was raised to
purchase the current 3.5 acre parcel and to build a new and larger facility to care for orphaned children.
The trustees of the organization were careful to separate their proposed facility from orphanages, which were viewed and
portrayed in news accounts as overcrowded and unsanitary. A trustee was quoted in a local newspaper as noting:
[T]he Larkin home is not an Orphanage, it is a real home. It is a home for those children whose parents—
for most of them have one living parent, at least—are for one reason or another unable to provide for them
and give them the care that they should have…. The object of this institution is to provide good homes for
the children until their parents can reclaim them or until it is found possible to obtain permanent homes for
them. 10
Positioning itself as a home-like setting, the Larkin Home for Children organization appealed to reformers as a progressive
institution deserving of philanthropic contributions from forward-thinking citizens. Donations from over 300 Elgin residents
helped cover nearly the entire cost of construction. Additional donations from citizens, societies, and businesses provided
new furnishings and materials for the Larkin Home for Children. The Georgian Revival home was designed by local
architect George Morris, who designed other institutional buildings in Elgin, and it opened in June 1912 with
accommodations for 37 children. 11
The Larkin Home for Children was the first institution in the Elgin area to provide care for orphaned children ages three to
fourteen. Larkin was also significantly smaller than most orphanages in Illinois, including the nearby Mooseheart and
Yeoman institutions, which opened in 1913 and 1926 respectively. These larger institutions accepted a wider age range of
children from newborns through age twenty. Instead of housing for dozens or hundreds, Larkin provided as close to a homelife atmosphere as possible, with room for fewer than fifty children at a time. Larkin followed the ideals promoted by
reformers and advocates of child welfare by approximating the small scale and intimate level of care offered in a proper
home.
Despite set limits on accommodations, the number of children in the home varied widely from around twenty to nearly 70.
During World War I, according to Board meeting minutes, there were sixty-two children in the home’s care one year, of
which ten found homes that year. During the 1930s, at the height of the Great Depression, Larkin held only between twenty
and forty children, many of whom were placed by parents who could not afford keep them, but anticipated returning them
home when they could. In the case of more than one child, the inability of parents to pay the daily cost of care sometimes
resulted in the child finding a new home entirely if a potential adoptive family showed interest. The cost of care was high,
which meant that Larkin had to raise funds and keep to strict age limits. One a child was too old the home would assist in
finding new accommodations. In 1933, after more children were arriving and staying for short durations, Larkin established
a minimum rate of one dollar for children who were placed in their care for a day. 12 In 1934, a wing was added to the main
building, which increased its capacity to 50 children. 13
Though archival documentation is unclear as to the racial and ethnic backgrounds of the children who lived at the Larkin
Home for Children in its early years, U.S. census records did not explicitly categorize the Larkin Home as a “whites only”
institution as were other early twentieth century orphanages and children’s homes in Illinois, like the Mooseheart orphanage
near Batavia, which overtly excluded non-white children.
The Larkin Home for Children was not only a home but also a place where care of all kinds was required. Childhood diseases
were very common and some of the home’s children had physical issues that needed medical attention. As such, from an
10

“Trustees explain Larkin Home Aim,” 1911.
“New Larkin Home for Children Opened Today; Completion Event in History of Elgin Philanthropy,” The Elgin Daily News, June 10, 1912. 4.
12 Larkin Board Meeting Minutes, Elgin Historical Society.
13 William C. Folk, “The Larkin Center,” City of Elgin, Application for Landmark Designation, 2004.
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early date, Larkin endeavored to add its own infirmary. For over a decade during the 1910s, according meeting minutes, the
Board had looked for ways to finance and establish an onsite hospital. Initial plans for a separate hospital building proposed
after the opening of the home were halted due to a Government limit set on new construction during World War I. As an
alternative the Board proposed creating a hospital in the home’s then-unfinished third-floor attic space, but this too was
beyond the means of the Board’s financial resources. In 1918, the year of the great influenza pandemic, Larkin was strongly
affected, but found that outside assistance was “absolutely impossible.” The Board recognized the need for an onsite
infirmary and worked to raise funds for such an addition, resulting in the Hospital Building completed in 1926 to the north
and west of the Main Building.

Later History of the Larkin Home for Children and Larkin Center (1966-2013)
The Larkin Home for Children remained the only non-institutional home for orphans in the Elgin area and Fox River Valley
until the 1960s when the institution gradually transitioned from primarily serving homeless children to caring for and
treating an increasing number of emotionally-disturbed children from dysfunctional or abusive homes. These children often
had great emotional or behavioral issues that made them difficult for foster care. As early as 1951, the Home appointed Joan
Havercroft as its first director with special training in sociology and psychology. By 1966, Larkin Home had built a large
staff, including a part-time social worker, a psychologist, and a psychiatric consultant, to treat the home’s children. In the
same year Larkin also opened its first group home, which moved children out of the Main Building and placed them in
groups of up to eight children together in Elgin homes offsite. With these changes in the organization’s mission in 1966,
the 1912 Main Building was converted to administrative offices and was no longer used as housing. A new institutional
dormitory, called the Clara Thatcher Center, was opened behind the main building along Melrose Avenue in 1972. 14
Larkin’s support of children widened in 1981 with a transitional living program to help teenagers with mental illnesses live
independently; the program later expanded to include adults. Around the same time, an outpatient family counseling
program and other programs for at-risk youth were organized to serve the local community. During the late 1980s the Larkin
Home for Children was renamed the Larkin Center for Children and Adolescents to better reflect the organization’s broader
programing. The name was changed again in 1993 to simply The Larkin Center. 15
The expansion of the organization’s services helped cover the construction of new buildings on the Larkin Home for
Children site. A small brick garage was built northeast of the Main Building in 1964. In 1968, Larkin opened a school to
tutor children in its care, which developed into a larger program and resulted in the addition of mobile classroom trailers to
the north of the Main Building during the 1970s. The additional classroom space allowed Larkin to enroll day students with
learning and other disabilities that were not living at Larkin. The school grew quickly and in 2001 was relocated to a
renovated school building at 515 Sports Way. Of the trailers added to the site, only one remains. 16
Larkin Center served the city of Elgin and the Fox River Valley until it closed in 2013. The former Larkin Home for Children
is currently vacant.

Architect George Morris (1875-1941)
George Morris, architect of the Larkin Home for Children’s 1912 Main Building, was born in Ravenna, Ohio in 1875. He
studied at the Armour Institute of Technology in Chicago (currently the Illinois Institute of Technology) and graduated in
1898. Morris spent two years working in Chicago before moving to Elgin, IL, where he designed several notable residential,
commercial, and institutional buildings. He designed the Scanlan Bath House in Wing Park, which was completed in 1927,
and the Sherman and St. Joseph’s Hospitals (1914). In addition, Morris designed dozens of private homes and many school
buildings. Morris designed additions to many of Elgin’s elementary schools and became associated with Elgin architect
Ralph E. Abeil, with whom he designed additions to the Elgin High School building, which included a gymnasium and a

14

David Siegenthaler, “Larkin Home for Children, 1896-2013: Part 2,” The Crackerbarrel, May 2014: 3-4.
Siegenthaler, 4.
16 City of Elgin, Building Permit Records; Siegenthaler, 4.
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manual training school wing. In 1934, Morris designed several large additions to the Elgin National Watch Company factory
complex. Buildings of his design can be found around Illinois and in Wisconsin. 17

Comparable Sites
Surviving orphanages in Illinois are easily divided between large institutional campuses and smaller buildings like the
Larkin Home for Children. Because the construction and use of the traditional orphanage programs declined between the
Great Depression and the post-World War II period, few new facilities were built after 1933. Consequently, the United
States Census of 1933, which lists all orphanages, children’s homes, and other pre-foster care facilities, offers an accurate
list of orphanage-type sites in Illinois that are comparable to the Larkin Home for Children.
Of the over 140 sites identified in Illinois in 1933, only one site in addition to Larkin existed in the vicinity of Elgin – the
Yeoman City of Childhood in West Dundee (15N395 Il Route 31, Dundee Township, Kane County, Illinois) completed in
1926. The Brotherhood of American Yeomen, a fraternal organization of the American Mutual Life Insurance company,
acquired the former estate of sea captain Thomas H. Thompson along Route 31, south of West Dundee, in 1926 as a facility
to care for the children of policy holders. The 500-acre farmland hosted a tent city with events and had a capacity in
permanent buildings for fifty orphans. Several temporary and permanent buildings were erected across the estate for the
purposes of the Yeoman and the City of Childhood orphanage. The former Thompson house was converted to use as the
administrative offices of the Yeoman. 18 Today only a few of the outbuildings remain, in addition to the Thompson house.

Conclusion
The Larkin Home for Children at 1212 Larkin Avenue was unique in Elgin and in the Fox River Valley as a privatelyfunded home for homeless children. The Home’s limited accommodations were believed to benefit its young residents by
providing an intimate and home-like environment that was nurturing for their early development. For 44 years, Larkin
served primarily as a children’s home, and continued its service and commitment for another 47 years as an expanded
facility treating children and young adults with deeper emotional wounds.
The Larkin Home for Children site on Larkin Avenue has two significant surviving buildings from the organization’s first
period as a home for children from 1912 to 1966. The Main Building (1912) and the Hospital Building (1926) retain good
integrity through their overall form, masonry finishes, pattern of fenestration, and interior layout and finishes. The
buildings continue to express the early history of this locally innovation and unique Elgin philanthropic organization.

17
18
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Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

Lots 1 through 22 in Block 10 of Theo. F. Swan's Subdivision, part of the East 1/2 Section 15-41-8, in Kane
County, Illinois.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The boundary encompasses the area of the land historically associated with the Larkin Home for Children in
Kane County, Illinois.
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Figure 1: Aerial Map with National Register boundary, 2018.
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Figure 2: Site Map with Contributing/Non-Contributing resources, 2018.
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Figure 3: Context Map, 2018.
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Figure 4: Photo Key, Site.
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Figure 5: Photo Key and Floor Plan, Main Building, 1st Floor.
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Figure 6: Photo Key and Floor Plan, Main Building, 3rd Floor.
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Figure 7: Photo Key and Floor Plan, Hospital, 1st Floor.
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Figure 8: Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1939.
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Figure 9: Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1950.
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Figure 10: Aerial Map, 1954.
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Figure 11: Aerial Map, 1962.
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Figure 12: Aerial Map, 1970.
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Figure 13: Aerial Map, 1995.
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Figure 14: Postcard showing the Larkin Home for Children with Hospital (Contributing)
(left) and Main Building (Contributing) (right), c. 1920s.

Figure 15: Main Building, 1912.
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Figure 16: Front porch of Main Building, c. 1920s

Figure 17: Front porch of Main Building, c. 1920s
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Figure 18: Children in front of Main Building, 1928.

Figure 19: Main Building, 1933.
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Figure 20: Main Building, c.1930s.

Figure 21: Main Building, c.1950s.
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Figure 22: Main Building, main stairway group photo, c.1950s.
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Heritage Marker Dedication
at
Bluff City Cemetery
Saturday, September 22
9:00AM
945 Bluff City Cemetery, Elgin

This marker commemorates the lives and service of
Generals John Shuler Wilcox and William Lynch,
veterans of the Civil War and revered Elginites.
Join us for a brief program with the City of Elgin
and the Elgin Area Historical Society, followed by
the unveiling of the marker.
Please RSVP to (847) 888-8329 or iwcr@hanover-township.org.

