ELGIN HERITAGE COMMISSION
Tuesday, August 6, 2019
7:00pm
City Council Chambers, 2nd Floor North Tower
150 Dexter Court, Elgin, IL 60120
AGENDA

A. Call Meeting to Order and Roll Call
B. Approval of Minutes
1. April 2, 2019
2. June 2, 2019

C. Recognize Persons Present
1. Welcome new commissioners, Len Govednik and Rebecca Hunter
D. Plaque Applications
1. 461 Division Street
2. 52 N Crystal Street
3. 315 Mountain Street
4. 326 McClure Avenue

E. Old Business
1. Reports from Neighborhood Groups on Heritage Related Activities
2. 2019 Elgin Heritage Commission Goals
a. Historic Resources Survey (No Update)
b. Elgin Historic District and Landmark Design Guidelines
c. Update to requirements for Heritage and Sears Plaque applications

F. New Business
1. Elgin Heritage Commission Budget Review
2. Plaque Replacement
a. 372 N Spring Street
b. 864 W. Highland Avenue
c. 429 Raymond Street
d. 71-73 Park Row
3. Renew Memberships: NAPC, Landmarks Illinois

G. Other Business
H. Adjournment
THE CITY OF ELGIN IS SUBJECT TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990.
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES WHO PLAN TO ATTEND THIS MEETING AND WHO REQUIRED CERTAIN
ACCOMMODATIONS IN ORDER TO ALLOW THEM TO OBSERVE AND/OR PARTICIPATE IN THIS MEETING, OR WHO
HAVE QUESTIONS REGARDING THE ACCESSIBILITY OF THE MEETING OR THE FACILITIES, ARE REQUESTED TO
CONTACT THE HUMAN RESOURCES DEPARTMENT, ADA COORDINATOR AT (847) 931-5620 {TDD (847) 931-5616}
PROMPTLY TO ALLOW THE CITY OF ELGIN TO MAKE REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS FOR THOSE PERSONS.

City of Elgin
Elgin Heritage Commission
April 2, 2019
Proposed Minutes
A. The meeting of the Elgin Heritage Commission was called to order at 7:00 p.m. in the City
Council Chambers by Chairman John Wiedmeyer.
1. Members Present:

Brian Anderson, Tom Krebsbach, John Marston, Judith Van Dusen,
Scott Savel, George Rowe, Steve Thoren and John Wiedmeyer

2. Members Absent:

None

3. City Staff Present:

Cindy Walden, Denise Momodu, Dave Waden

B. Approval of Minutes:
A motion was made by Commissioner Anderson to approve the February 19, 2019, minutes
with the following amendments: 1) page 3 delete text beginning with “A motion… thru
passed 5-0” (text copied in error), and 2) page 4 spelling “stained glass”.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Rowe.
The motion passed 6-0-2 (Abstain: Krebsbach & Thoren.
C. Recognize Persons Present: Christin, Matt & Hudson Sundquist/Martin and Rebecca Hunter
D. Plaque applications:
None
E. Old Business
1. Reports from Neighborhood Groups on Heritage Related Activities
No discussion items
2. 2019 Elgin Heritage Commission Goals
No discussion items
3. Mayor’s Awards and Preservation Month Planning
a. Invitations being mailed out / RSVP’s needed by April 25th by commissioners, staff
and general public, due to limited seating
* suggestion to add and insert into the envelope with the invitation, noting limited
seating and to please RSVP
b. Day of Planning
* donation box for in the church
* poem reading highlighting the heritage of Elgin, beauty of old buildings or related
topic

Elgin Heritage Commission: Minutes
April 2. 2019

F. Other Business
None.
G. Adjournment
A motion was made by Commissioner Rose to adjourn the meeting. The motion was
seconded by Commissioner Krebsbach and passed unanimously. The meeting was
adjourned at 7:53 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Cindy Walden, Secretary Pro-tem
Community Development Department
Approved:

Page 2

City of Elgin
Elgin Heritage Commission
June 2, 2019
Proposed Minutes
A. The meeting of the Elgin Heritage Commission was called to order at 7:00 p.m. in the City
Council Chambers by Chairman John Wiedmeyer.
1. Members Present:

Brian Anderson (7:01), John Marston, John Regan, George Rowe,
Scott Savel, Steven Thoren and John Wiedmeyer

2. Members Absent:

Tom Krebsbach, Judy Van Dusen

3. City Staff Present:

Christen Sundquist, Historic Preservation Planner

B. Approval of Minutes:
1. A motion was made by Commissioner Marston to approve the May 6, 2019 minutes as
submitted. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Rowe.
The motion passed 3-0-4 (Regan, Savel, Thoren, Wiedmeyer abstained).
C. Recognize Persons Present: Donna Stefani (public), Rebecca Hunter (public)
The Commission welcomed new committee member John Regan and gave introductions.
D. Plaque applications:
1. 429 Division Street – The plaque nomination received the following average scores:
Historic Significance 8.29; Architectural Significance: 7.86; Current Maintenance: 8.57.
A motion was made by Commissioner Savel to approve awarding the plaque for the
property with the inscription that would read F. (Francis) Preston, 1880.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Thoren.
The motion passed unanimously.
E. Old Business
1. Reports from Neighborhood Groups on Heritage Related Activities
a. Commissioner Rowe noted that Elgin History Museum President, Al Walters, did a
great lecture on Walton Island where more than 50 people were in attendance.
b. Commissioner Rowe also stated that Elgin’s Civil War Reenactment will be held on
June 8th and 9th at the Elgin Mental Health Center grounds and he welcomes all to
attend.
c. Commissioner Thoren congratulated Commissioner Rowe on the spectacular job he
did as the featured speaker for the Memorial Day ceremony held at Bluff City
Cemetery.
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2. 2019 Elgin Heritage Commission Goals
a. Historic Resources Survey
Staff noted that they will revisit this topic in the fall.
b. Elgin Historic District and Landmark Design Guidelines
Staff stated that she is continually working on the update to the guidelines and will
provide the Commission updates on her progress. The goal is to provide the
amendments for review and approval to City Council in the fall.
c. Update to requirements for Heritage and Sears Plaque applications
Rebecca Hunter stated that she will provide recommendations to the commission at
the next scheduled meeting in August.
d. Creation of walking/bike tour
Staff stated she will be in contact with the Downtown Neighborhood Association,
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee and Elgin Community Network to see if
they are already working on a similar tour.
3. Preservation Month Recap
a) The Commissioners discussed the success of the Mayor’s Awards. Staff thanked
everyone who participated in helping set up and take down for the event.
b) Commissioners reviewed attendee numbers for several of the Preservation
Month events. The Commissioners noted that many of the events planned were
well attended.
c) Chairman Wiedmeyer stated that he will put together on the behalf of the
Commission a thank you letter to the Iglesia Principe de Paz for the use of their
space for the Mayor’s Awards. The Commission thanked Chairman Wiedmeyer
for doing so.
F. New Business
1. Cobblestone – Future Heritage Commission meeting
The commission discussed having an off-site meeting at the Cobblestone house to see
the overall progress. Staff noted that as the property is not yet accessible, the
commission would not be able to hold a meeting there but encouraged commissioners
to see the work on days the Cobblestone is open for special events/volunteer days.
2. Historic Rehabilitation Grant Program
Staff gave a recap of the projects that were submitted and those that were
recommended to City Council for approval. Commissioner Savel noted that it was great
to see so many applications and interest in property owners wanting to do work on their
homes.
A motion was made by Commissioner Anderson to submit the Findings of Fact of the
Historic Rehabilitation Grant Review Subcommittee to the City Council.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Marston.
The motion passed 5-0-2 (Wiedmeyer and Savel abstained).
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G. Other Business
1. Rebecca Hunter asked the Commissioners if they had any contacts regarding who owns
the property of the concrete block silo which is the only remnant left of the concrete
block manufacturer that used to be on that site. Rebecca noted that this silo has
significance and noted her concerns with its possible removal. The Commissioners
stated that they did not have a contact but suggested that Rebecca contact the
Northeast Neighborhood Association for possible assistance.
2. Commission Savel stated he attend Toledo, Ohio’s house walk as a docent in what was
his wife’s Great-Grandfather’s home. He stated that it was a great house walk and
encouraged others, if they are able, to attend.
3. Chairman Wiedmeyer proposed to the Commission to give a donation to the late Steve
Stroud Memorial Fund of which funds will be used to create a memorial of the
unmarked graves at Bluff City Cemetery.
A motion was made by Commissioner Rowe to donate $100 to the Steve Stroud
Memorial Fund.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Anderson.
The motion passed unanimously.
4. Commissioner Anderson suggested the creation of a new award for the Mayor’s Awards
for research and education. Staff noted that the current Mayor’s Awards already
encompass persons and groups who educate and promotes awareness of Elgin’s
heritage, however the creation of a new award can be discussed at the next meeting in
August.
H. Adjournment
A motion was made by Commissioner Savel to adjourn the meeting. The motion was
seconded by Commissioner Regan and passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at
8:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Christen Sundquist, Historic Preservation Planner
Community Development Department
Approved:

Scoring Guidelines for Heritage Commission Plaque Applications

Introduction
The Elgin Heritage Commission plaque program recognizes buildings with both historic and
architectural merit. The program is intended to promote preservation and awareness of Elgin’s
past. The plaque is an acknowledgment of the owner’s efforts to research and document the
building’s history and to maintain these structures as worthy examples of architectural style.
The buildings and owners which receive plaques serve as role models for the larger community
to emulate. The buildings become “reference books” for use in teaching others about our
architectural and cultural heritage.
There are a large number of “kit” or “catalog” homes in Elgin. These buildings were originally
constructed using precut lumber and other materials largely supplied by a single source. The
buildings were marketed through catalogs and sold by Sears, Roebuck and Company and other
firms. The Heritage Commission plaque program recognizes these homes with a special plaque
that documents the name of the original owner, the date of construction and the model name.
The following guidelines help to delineate the criteria used to evaluate a building and merit
receiving the special status of being awarded a plaque.

Scoring Guidelines
The scoring guidelines use three indices to assess an application. These cover the following
considerations:
1. Architectural Considerations
2. Historical Considerations
3. Maintenance Considerations
Each of these indices has a point scale from 0 to 10.
To receive a plaque, an applicant must score 6 or higher on each of three indices. In
addition, the building must have been constructed more than fifty years ago.

Architectural Considerations
10 - A superior example of an established architectural style. The key elements of the style are
both present and well executed in the design. There is no, or very little, evidence of architectural
details, or other features (such as antennas, mail boxes, storm doors/windows, gutters/down
spouts, etc.) that are inconsistent with the style or original appearance of the building. This score
maybe awarded to an exceptionally well executed building of vernacular design, if all the
architectural details and other features are consistent with period in which it was built. From the
exterior, the building appears to be in original, as built, condition.

8 - A very good example of an established architectural style or vernacular design. The building
may have alterations from its original appearance, such as additions, modified porches, changes
to the windows, or missing architectural elements, etc., if these are changes are consistent with
the overall style of the building, or, if not consistent, they have minimal impact on the building’s
appearance.
6 - A good example of an established architectural style or vernacular design. Alterations
maybe present but do not substantially obscure or compromise the style or original design of the
building. Examples of these alternations may include additions or changes to the porches that
are not consistent with the original design; Use of substitute siding in soffits and fascia; Use of
substitute siding if the appearance and exposure of the siding is consistent with the original look
and other details, such as corner boards, window/door moldings, etc. are present and appropriate
to the style of the building.
4 - A fair example of an established architectural style or vernacular design. Alterations are
present and while not entirely compromising the original design they noticeably detract from the
original appearance. Examples of these detracting features are: Key architectural elements of the
style are missing or no longer visible; Additions and alterations are not in character with the
original style or age of the building; The use of substitute siding has obscured corner boards,
window/door moldings, etc. The design or application of substitute siding is not consistent with
that used when the building was constructed, for example, excessively wide exposures, or
ship-lap, or board and batten profiles. Or, the color scheme greatly varies from those typical of
the era in which the building was constructed.
2 - A poor example of an established architectural style or vernacular design. The building may
have had very little architectural merit when constructed. Or, the building may have had
subsequent additions and alterations which not consistent with the age of the building or have
obscured many of the original architectural details. Or, the building has substitute siding made
from asbestos, asphalt or a tar paper based products.

Historical Considerations
10 - A building associated with one or more individuals who played a leading role in Elgin’s
history (e.g., significant community leaders, business persons, artists, educators,
builders/tradesmen, etc.) Or, a building that was the site of one or more significant historic
events. Or, a building that by virtue of its use over time for either residential, commercial,
institutional or industrial purposes, was associated with of a very large number of citizens. Or, a
building that has a significant symbolic connection with city’s identity (e.g., the Tower Building,
Observatory, high schools, colleges, major institutions, prominent religious, commercial or
public buildings.)
8 - A building associated with one or more persons who were representative of Elgin’s history
but may not merit individual attention in an historical account, (e.g., watch workers, early
settlers, small business operators, professionals, minor community leaders, etc.). Or, a building
which was the site of one or more minor historic events. Or, a building that by virtue of its use

over time was associated with many citizens (e.g., large churches, smaller size schools, public or
commercial buildings). Or, a building that has some notable connection with the city’s identity
(e.g., Teeple barn, Armory, Professional Building, etc.).
6 - A building that is typical of the era in which it was constructed, or representative of larger
developments (e.g., a home in specific subdivision or area which was developed more or less as
a whole). Or, a building that was used over a number of years by small groups of citizens (e.g.,
small churches, private clubs, etc.). Or, a building that was associated with one family for a long
period of time. Or, a building that has some association with the city’s identity (e.g. in a
prominent or landmark location).
4 - A building which contributes only to a small degree to the larger historical context of the
area in which it exists.
2 - A building not associated with any of the historical or cultural conditions above. Or, while
of an age eligible to receive a plaque, exists in isolation from a larger historical context (e.g., an
in fill building from an era different than its surrounding structures).

Maintenance Considerations
10 - An exceptionally well maintained building showing virtually no signs of deterioration or in
need of immediate maintenance or care. The surrounding landscape is also well maintained and
complimentary to the building.
8 - A very well maintained building that may show some minor indications of needing periodic
maintenance, such as, touch up paint, small scale tuck pointing, very minor carpentry work, etc.
The surrounding landscape is nicely maintained.
6 - An adequately maintained building that may be in need of periodic maintenance such as
minor painting, simple carpentry work, or repair/replacement of some secondary features such as
gutters, screens, smaller size decorative elements which do not greatly detract from the overall
appearance of the building. The surrounding landscape is adequately maintained.
4 - A building noticeably in need of periodic maintenance which may include large areas of
faded or peeling paint, worn out stairs, porches, siding or roofs, broken windows or doors,
damaged or obviously missing architectural elements, etc. And/or, the surrounding landscape is
poorly maintained and is such a condition that it noticeably detracts from the building’s
appearances.
2 - A building in poor repair. One or more major areas needing immediate attention to prevent
further rapid deterioration of the overall structure. And/or, the landscaping is in very poor
condition, e.g. debris, overgrown vegetation, dead limbs or plants or large numbers of weeds.

ELGIN HERITAGE COMMISSION
BUILDING PLAQUE APPLICATION
Applicant Information
Name: Janine Hnatusko
Street address: 461 Division
City, State, Zip: Elgin IL 60120

email: janine@sellwithjanine.com
Daytime phone: 847 809-4641

Nominated Property Information
Name of District: Gifford Park
Architectural significance rating: Contributing
Name of Property:
Address of Property: 461 (formerly 317) Division Street
Current owner: Janine Hnatusko
Owner’s address: 461 Division
Original owner: George W. Reed
Date of construction: 1890
Architect (if known): Gilbert M. Turnbull
Builder (if known): Gilbert M. Turnbull
Legal description: Walker’s Addition to Elgin Block 3 Lot 3 west half
Required Documentation:
Check if attached:
__x__ Current photographs
__x__ Statement of Value
__x__ Building Alterations

Signature of owner __________________________________
Date _____________________
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STATEMENT OF VALUE
1. Historical Value
On February 6, 1890, Mary Carpenter Lord and her husband George P. Lord, sold the
west half of Lot 3 in Block 3 of Walker’s Addition to Elgin to George W. Reed for the sum
of $1356.00. This sum was a mortgage, repayable to Mary Lord in the amount of $10 per
month. The address (then 317 Division Street) is first listed in the 1890-91 City
Directory, and George Reed is listed as a gardener for G. P. Lord.
Gilbert Turnbull took out a contract in 1889 to build a house for W. Reed on Division
Street for $1000.
The dwelling appears on the 1892 Kane county and 1895 aerial maps.
George Willard Reed was born in April of 1858 in Minnesota. His wife Jennie L.
Bumstead was born in 1859 in Illinois. She died May 12, 1899 in Elgin. According to the
1880 census, the Reeds lived in Dundee, where George was a farmer.
Reed lived on Division Street with his two sons Frank and Lawrence until he moved to
Washington in 1901, where he married his second wife, Miss Carrie Masters.
The address first appears in the 1890-91 City Directory, listing George W. Reed, a lab
worker, as resident. The 1892 and 1894-5 directories list Reed as a gardener for G. P.
Lord, from whom Reed bought the lot at 461 Division. George’s wife, Jennie, is not listed
as an occupant during the time George owned the house, although she did not die until
1899. Her whereabouts during this time are unknown. According to the 1900 City
Directory, George was a gardener, son Lawrence J. worked at the Elgin National Watch
Factory, and his brother Frank J. was a student at the Academy. The 1900 census lists
occupants of 461 Division as George Reed age 42, Lawrence Reed age 20, and Frank
Reed age 15.
On February 21 1901, Reed sold the property to Grace McDonald for $1500. McDonald
took out a mortgage for $600 on February 26, 1901.
Born May 10, 1866 in Scotland, Grace MacDonald came to this country as a young
woman. Before purchasing 461 Division, MacDonald boarded at 45 Commonwealth in
Elgin. She worked at the Elgin National Watch Factory from 1882 until her retirement
in 1930. During those years she worked in the Escape, Dial, Motion, Plate and Jewel
Departments. MacDonald is pictured in a circa 1888 group photograph in the 1923
Watchword publication. She died January 26, 1941 at age 74. The youngest of five
children, she was preceded in death by Allen MacDonald, James MacDonald, Mrs. Mary
Taylor and Mrs. Florence Gilliland. There is no evidence that her siblings ever lived in
Elgin. Her obituary appears in the Elgin Courier January 27, 1941 and in the
Watchword in February 1941.
Grace McDonald occupied the house from 1901-02. The 1903 City Directory lists George
W McGough, his wife Alice, and children Albert and James M. Gough as living at 461
Division. George W. and Albert worked at the Watch Factory. The Goughs presumable
rented the house, which was still owned by Grace McDonald.

The 1903-04 City Directory shows MacDonald living at 408 Chicago Avenue, the home
of John B. Newman. From 1905 until her death in 1940, she again lived at 461 Division.
In 1938, Grace MacDonald transferred the property by warranty deed to Velma
Chambers, who transferred the property to Marguerite Horne in 1945. Horne
transferred the house by Joint Trust Quit Claim Deed to Fred and Velma Smith on
February 13, 1945. Fred worked in shoe repair. The Smiths occupied the house until
1983, when they transferred it to John and Minerva Pullman, who immediately sold it to
Ralph Goostree for $30,400. The 1983-84 City Directory lists the house as vacant; the
1985 directory shows Goostree at 461 Division. In 1989 Robert Eickstadt bought the
house, and lived there until 1992, when Kimberly and Stephen Beaty bought the house.
The next owner, Toya Hambrick lived there from 1997 until 2014 when she lost the
house to foreclosure. The bank then transferred the property to Edgar Villa, who sold it
to the current owner in 2018.
2. Architectural value
The December 14,1889 Elgin Building Report states that architect Gilbert M. Turnbull
took out contracts to build a number of houses, including 250 Villa ($7000), 160 N.
Spring Street ($3500), 730 Douglas Avenue ($2500), 366 and 370 North $2000 each).
The least costly was one on Division Street for W. Reed for $1000. Although the
contract was dated 1889, the property was not transferred to Reed until 1890.
Gilbert M. Turnbull (1856-1919) designed and built structures in Elgin dating from
1887-1903. The son of a carpenter, Turnbull was born in Iowa. He came to Elgin as a
contractor during the 1880s building boom, where he designed and/or constructed 20
buildings in the Gifford Park Historic District, including 11 brick flats. In 1892, Turnbull
built Elgin’s first “skyscraper”, a five-story building still standing, although in an altered
form, at 40 DuPage Court. From 1895-1903, he sometimes partnered with Elgin
architects William C. Jones (1868-1930) and David E. Postle (1863-1939).
Like the neighboring 465 Division Street, 461 started life as a simple worker’s cottage,
similar to many of those homes in Elgin occupied by workers at Elgin National Watch
Factory. Due to a major alteration between 1903-1913, the original architectural details
are unknown. Based on the Sanborn ire insurance map and on the low construction cost
of $1000, it was probably a simple 1.5 story gable front house with a one-story wing on
the rear. The windows on the north and west elevations are graced with simple window
hoods typical of the Victorian era.

Building Alterations
The house appears on the 1897 and 1903 Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps as 1.5 story
house with a 1-story section on the rear elevation. No porch is shown on the maps. The
front door was located on the east corner of the front elevation. The 1913 Sanborn map
shows that the house was altered by widening the front 2/3 of the east elevation into a
square configuration. The front door was moved to the northeast corner of the new
addition, where the current stairway is located. At the same time, a ¾ width front porch

was added. No further alterations are visible on subsequent Sanborn maps. The crossgable roof on the east elevation was certainly added as part of the addition; perhaps the
cross gable on the west elevation also dates from this time, although it could have been
original. What appears to have been the original exterior stairway window on the east
elevation is still present inside the house, opening onto a second-floor closet which
would have been the location of the original staircase. The porch addition resulted in an
unusual gambrel section of roof on the east elevation between the main house and the
porch.
No permit or mortgage evidence is available to determine the exact date of the addition.
In the absence of records of additional financing between 1091 and the drawing of the
1913 Sanborn map, it may not be unreasonable to conclude that MacDonald’s 1901 $600
mortgage was used to pay for the construction of the addition.
A 1981 photograph indicates that the porch was enclosed and the attached garage was
added prior to 1981.
Permits on file with the City of Elgin include:
1939 Residential card indicating a 2-story single family dwelling
1965: Replace sidewalk
1976: August 5 notice of hazardous electrical system, and a statement that power would
be cut off on August 11 unless a permit application was completed.
1983: Electric revision
Addenda
Current photographs
Deeds
1890 warranty and mortgage deeds Document Book 283 page 255 and Book 282 page
335
1901 warranty and mortgage deeds Book 401 page 603 and 166 page 166
Building report excerpt 1890
City directory pages 1890-91 and 1900
Architectural Survey
Kane County 1892 map
Aerial map 1895
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 1897, 1903, 1913
Biographical information
1901 wedding announcement for George Reed
1888 photograph of Grace McDonald Watchword v. 2 #9, April 1923
Obituary 1941 Grace McDonald Courier News 1/27/1941
Obituary Grace McDonald Watchword v. 16 #4, February 1941

North elevation 2019

Northeast elevation 2019

Northwest elevation 2019

North elevation 1981

Mortgage Book 283 page 255 2/10/1890

I.

1~a.d~"L.~ Q...,~

~

'-

/f .... ,_ ~ "'(L/l.,,;

"L-/c...,.

lit"*'"
tlac.CoUaty
L.a•• of tile State

01 KMe, i . ttiie St:ati...01 1t1i..... lMftby, ;tt~!:;:.;;;~~:2~;::;~'7'.:~ and ' by virtue 01 Ihc ' -Iomcstcad E.emption
of IHirtOla, ;ad all right to n:tUn ptJneMion I)
in polymen! ot b~:l(h o( :'Inyof th'e covenant, or

ia

_If. -, - - ~

~~lS

Mrcin conuil'lCd.

:l

tbe Aid .,.,. , t 1"'''' t 4 .,;
pro~ note
cxc:cotort. admi nist r.aton., auOfJlcf'I or
fO«doted to ply the Dme by Did mortpg« /Lt-<hcirlil.
mon..."g«,. _~ hciB, ()feeulots. :ulministrat~ • 3ttomcf'l
1

~. .. ~ _
~
...
'L~ ~
~ i'1U"i"K
fl'(-ndc:nC)' of

""dco::i:IIe lhil

thereof. 5-.en cmlrr> may. appo{j\t"-_ _ _~

to collect the rents. is!luc. and profits ari!loing ou t of s;lId '
the NmC lrolft any lI.llc that may be mMic ullde!' an11 deer«'
. .y be applioo toward the: payment of the inllebtcd_
.
thete wll be first t»id (loUt 01 th.e: procec:dl of luch.
auornq.·... or solKilon' lea. to be:
tlltn . tlilcft . .I be: paid thc: pritlcipal of saki note

tbe

IDOrtp~

.

tiMe;and in the manne
r above..
sp«ilkd
Tha'::'j'~~~~~~~~~~~::~f:E:
~' .u,,?
~_ for the P'3Y'
oi brDch of :any ell the COVetW1U or agrtcmcn tl

.~...';·_r'f"'!)Ok • or 01 uy put I~. eM" tbe int«at
IMIll tbotrtof. or ill CUt: of wute 01 non..p;1ytMnt of
hcca. contained. tben and in such QJt the whole
io tt.is ~~ naentioMd. slWl thereupon. at lfie
. . . . . lI«omc ilD.-diatcly dllC and payable ;
exec_loa., .admi... mOf ,

Shall

aad ~ bcn:in IIkDtioncd and
. . aU c:speaM:S of
t.cI..ted ill the

wktbcl' due aed ,. ...~1'"
DATED...;..A"""~<-.l'r-~-"ll:,y 0(-....z..16.~"""'~- A.

1

I
f

-

:

-"'ddSi- ~ •.~ _ .-t..d..-__...t.r;riIIoed 10 1M ~ 111-..-... • ..,.-rtd before

....,..,...... 10 ....

..

~"""'dGi"""lM""'-" ~;~

-rtaM.,~

cne. ... ., .... ud

IDe

tim d..1r In penon. and

IU;k_~

n.. ... ....a~.:l,r.:. tt.e_ ....1*fPI*' tb>rrriaKl fonla,indllllh\a '1rIe~ud."'~· "". II·
. ~.

tWa

\O'.~

14~-'''' '''''' '/61t"'!Z'"eay

4. D.. 18,,(1 .

.- cb . &:~L/, ,~-""'''' a
1_

i~

Ii

Warranty Deed Book 282 page 335 2/6/1890

h~

,.,;...

335

*- Cl..u.ck

".Jo.':"t
'- '~_C"'I'of~
1111/01...., _W R.I EitA!,_

I,

Slnft oj i../LU.tAf'7AJ

(11/(/

f4.,ltit c'"-_ __ __ _ _ __

,-erf d

._ - - - - -----_. -_.. _.
'"', (.") ;,... (/l.,,~ dv...,. _9 ' / /f--<..u~,,--,

M (!.(f'""ycUpU

.bI-'t-

~

a Lurrd~~ Ol;"~ ~ H.

•

-1(~JlI'''

'I

"
'I

"

_ 'If

...... .- .......

o.~ta;, __

_-_
~..;.:

'lit SIfIIt of / 11'" 0/$ , M"b/l ,dUlZINU nflll

._.

~~~ bi./.

...

~

.1. 0 .. 18'1'0.

, 4;;c,'(, 0; ...62""1u.dLv ~- ~
---"h>t..
. .~"'F

-~

~

---------------~

~

N.

4<... RllCORORR.

60S

Warranty deed Book 401 page 603 2/21/1901

tbis ~nnt.nture Mitnrsstfh. n"
. 1 tho

~f ~~;,.

for 1.00 111 (.()nfidu1ltion or I

L

a

in 'ho

tl><

,nn'....

.

_.

~P/.~, 4/~

~

eou",,' ul

~

",d 5" .. . 1

~ .:?"'''- ,.c..4 < b (I'/~;;;":;'

sum of

1l0Ll......\ RS

CONVE~nd WAR.RA!"4~ lO ......,....

~~

~~~~

01,
tbe fOUo.....ng dc.$Cribed Real Eible. to-wil :_.

COMty

.__

~.-- .

of .,.

. __ a nd Slale

Of~

..

_ __ ..

~~4 ~"/ ~~(~-W ~~(-? 7ff-ua..A aM' 4-";' / ·
~~k:.6~~~ ~ d~ ~~.:/~~
~.

" , ..tool in"

t:r ~ ~ . -,;" d

waiving 811 rig hts under and by virtue of the: Homeste:lld ExemplKm

D.,od 'b;. _ _

- -' ',~'_

or

'10

r;::;\>__. .

~

_ _ _ day 01 _ _..

SIc. coI, Sea"" a.d Dtll ..rtd i. Pu ... "

in the Sl:llc of Illinois. hereby reic:lI!ling and

Co". 'r

A. D.

")0<-

_. __

~JL~--.- ._.~

__._._._- .._._._-_.. _-------_..._._.__ .-_.--- ~
..---_. ... _- .. ~

.

. 1It ,U •

.~

~n.uIIT k __tI Iq, -.60 be: 1M Ume perNa

_

ibltda.,/ 1. PC--' and -.ctMowkd,:N WI

:IOC" r.,.. *lI.td _
,

~

.

pUrp;>t« tM:n:~ ,..,

wkotC> pjIIC_
lie:

1IlpN.

~

.

t!~ 10 tM: '~1l1l' 1A,lrlU'Mnt. .ppt;l. td bdOl e

~..ud ud 4t:!I'rtl.,J. lbe" Qid m"'~"1 at-~____ .

r«- liM! " o{lUIUr,

1(<<iI. iQcrud,.,jf tile rduJ& aad ..ai ..trof Ihe' li:.hl of " - - '

Gt~II'1W1pIll~hu<ia~.a:c-." ~
..

...;,J, l b

.

_

~_~r of~_A.u. llIO /.

~
~~---..-

--

~
,

.. ~

A. D. 190 ' , :&1 .__ •••

~~

j'. o'cloc k 4-:"..
RECOIWER.

Mortgage Book 385 page 166 2/26/1901

66 ""-

fu,-:., ...-.,h, p.w~hk

1('

th~ I-:I.GI'I; LO-\ ~ A~O UO\IE';TEAI) A SSOCI.-\Tl O~ . for tiM:

4- / £.c.." 4~~
D

I

",m

nc b me . ,

naB.

! ~ r pPll '

"Unl

!(~Ihc:1' wi th

of _

lilleTe<!!t t hereon a t t he ra t e of.u peT cent _ per annum.

I .

P

~~a!J1,
C

. .. . 11.1"

o
.}f the Slack of s;ud ~t i(,n • • hi" d jl;YJru - isM
j

I':

'ra · or

,n c'r o ' r -r · · 1

' ; ( >X '1: 7irt

1

p nl1a

p

~ o;leJ~ 'lcd

rbo, ' : r ll.;

ttlc_hlt. '

t:e" ......d.....~ ...;. </£(f. ........u___,./.d..,~ '1..cJ&

h :l .

-1 ~~../d,"'7-

~~ 7 ~ ~ ~~ff.~

-----""~~ .

~a-d~ /~~ 'i'~ ~~,Qc.",,~.
~ d ;--_ "/<~ L.~ ~~..;4.? P N4-~,~-0

".LJb~~: Z~~ 4rfiJ 7 ¥
tZu- ~.t;~ ~~~w.

T~
UII\e,

said I~~or cu\e.uOlnl aoo agn:e to P"1 Pf(J,lIlJotl) , ...
and 1<.1 keep the buiIJings upon said premises insu red for the

,alll ... ,.,f 'QCh buildi~ dqrinJ: the ui!;cen« nl thc lic:n t L"ft
the hen ", th~ InOC't#:a,.,'"t:.
Iht it IJ npr~)' pro,-idcd and agreed tba t If defaul t for the sf!'l·t f ~I . mOil
~od; of s.ll!Jd "~i;rllon herein described. Of an)' ~fl therc:of. or of Ih i 1(':,0.:. t

'hmb

olll~

$I<:Sl!inl4!nl5 le'-leiJ UfM.'1I lbe s:.ttd IJICIllIid, and all h,; n. UVUII t
• t~ uad A5&OC.1Allon, IU ~ or U6tltn-'_ for al Ic.:a-t ' ",
I..cep the lrulldm~ ~no.l ImprnVr'nlentl Upotl EUJ ,»«:/1,,_ III 1;"",1

r~n ourlllJ:

1'1 m.de in the paymen t of lhe- mrmlh!y mttlllmen!:o 00 the- ~h:uc

,f
hercin tX'5Cnbed. Of" Iny pan t11~f'Of. IICC"Old,q.c: to Ih,'
IC"ftOf and efkct of $3.Jd 1lQlt:, or in case of wane Of non-p:ayrncnt
a~'essllM'''u k\I~1 on gid pn!mi56. or breach 01 any of the <O«'fl.nl~ .. r
2;reetlleflU hn'ti n rontained. then in J.QCb cur. tbe ...-holt of ~.
01
1 r. 'm, imn~ un llald. ;rrnJ the intcre..1 12 ·1 f'T? r ., 1 ~ remain In..: unp,lI
sec.tI~ l» the lI-:ud prOflUSIOC)' note :Il thl5 tnOfl;:~ mentl
_. m:a t h·r<:"Upon. " I t ht: ophon o f the s;ud ~g... it. 1OCCeMtX"&. aMl!:!I' or ;rUOJrllt\
become Immt:.-h:atc1y .ill(' Q..i1rt p;r)':able. and thi' morl~J:e TillII)'
mn~ 131 h fM('f'I~, 1 I. POl)' the: ~mt. "r the said m",tl('ll/:CII!. ," '~", a.ti~,,~ "I
al1omc) ... aoJ '" r.;r,se of tl1~ rcfllSOll or 1M'J;lec:t of the ..ai,1 ~rt) o f be t
put Ii' lrat1re QIJ premlJeJ, Of 10 l1a) ::..Iltlll J.eoI o r :uAl!'hf11('hl" k\1a.! I~ r.'f"·.
tbe ...uJ
Od' Y for Inch iDiur.uKe 2nd pal for all :lOch lues al10l ;l~ncnll; ;In,11t1i THl)tl~~'
so paid. \I.,tl1 ml('1"C"t I ~rron at the rolle o f s.et't:n pt'r c: '01. :x a
ot:;elhc.r "",Ih :.11 mOIlC) J' pa.i,1 for '~l'11I't of !Ilk I n uid rul t"'l'Ie. Jh2.JI "c·...nou.
r.o much a,I,I,t,'mal in.khte.t/1cw lIJ:"'Mt the q..,j part 0 t fir' part and I«urt:d b) thi-< mortJtll.e.
'1 e1 un biuin!: Juri..-licti,m Ihcn.:of. _ueh «MIn lO2y <lppo1l1l an) P1'Ut)C1' perk)1I rcc<,vcr. \'01111
L"pon IlIt, (,1jn~ ,,1 ':lIIY hill to for«tose t V mor. ~ 'In
power I .) 0,11.."<: 1 renl . ISilK"li and prullb :l.1" "I-: 001 III
Id p •.lIl
,turin,; Ihe pClldeQC) 01 Itleh lurec1ow.rc sull, 1100 unlll lhe li me II> n:d«m II~ !,;:UI1{"
hOnl an) Qk Ih1l 111.lo \ 1M: .. ,:..de oll\kr an)
rc lot Jus ~ lhl mons::a~ Iilhall CJpilc. ,UC"1t renla. . -Its <100 profils wben collected utt,y loc lIvrhcd t u" .. r.1
the p;l)IJl(!nl of th t io..lt:bt:C':dOCH 'lDd
aJ) L 11m.: . A"d "I""" lito: r... n.:dusuro: '-'lid &ale of Rid premiRl' tf)ete .11;111 be: I1rA IIOW uu~ of 11K
I'n.oCecd, of )uch rQJo;- all tbe Cllpr::1UiC J:
lilt .
COIl\e)i'lf: I.;ud IKCm~. ;lnd ~lIalrle all.Onklf'. ()r aoIklloc , fed 10 be md"d~11!l lilt
decr«, and all I1)III'C \'o; i!.h-.. ,ved (Of
J'I.lM:t; and (JIller ht'n~. and Ihf'tI ihall he IJ;rid t he ptinciJlGt note and Inl l:rQI , .. n ! p t W 1'11
nan~d hetern.
t):jI!",1 thi o;

A. 11

'/#/ '

~ :??t..... .. ,?,;",4/h

101: ,\1 •

. ,.

.

~

:;TA:;;·:;.t,,!1.~~~OtS

:

r<

I, tit.

~

,~te "lo'e'~lld. do henby eet1lfy thaI

a Notary PubiJc III Iud,

roc

~ ~ /" .~~
penonaJJy ~ 10 me to be the £lMCI IlCnIOil

rtJ bdoJ«"WI lb. J. III penoo and IICkoo"'ledi"w lbat
IrN IIKI ¥o&U.IUY :act. for t b.

jd

IlIty. III Ihe

wbote flatnc

~

Ill\d _lid l)lIt flOll6 I~ M:I

.dA

. iJtlled. seaJed

fortb. incllldlllJ( Ihe

A. I .

'f#/

NNII'J' I'.Wir.

.L_ _....'or

o·dotk 4U I.

Building report excerpt from 12/14/1899 Courier News

".

-

_................._..

First City Directory listing 1890-91

':-11'1.11;" M...... l. _ t.<. ,.,. ~ ~.,.., .......
l:...l Ito".". ..... \ '''''I''~ I ~," ' ''' ...,. t~1
l!_ l\~ .... ~t ... ""' .... I-. ..... 111 ~ .......
I~ ~..... \1-. '~ ~"I
Ik>_ ~·..... k, .. k.o .. do ,_ .... H.~ \
V;"',,,-, .. k.o .. .1, r....
:t2~ \'U ...

""It>-".

)\0,,,,,,,,,
,II.
'.1>

':....m.

I~'""""" ~~Io .11 ..... .,...~ .... , ....

' '"uw. MIl'III<. , ,I. 12' rio,

P>/!"-

,',,"ulo 11 Mr. • •4J ; ,"', ~ ,,~ ~" ' U"I',,,,...
I~' M••, ,; M ...... I"'''· ~: I"", (:;11 ...... M .. !i,1 1IIlI'..,.....
'~I .Ib",;" II .......... II~ , .... "'ko, .....
!trI... 1.0.00I00. .... ~"" t.~ V;II ..
"""'k... rA .. ;~ ......pooI_, """ It) U """,I,",I<~.,,-J""" (~ " •• rl,"~ _1",,-. .... 1~' .;.....
It..Ioko:r \1" ... f>n .......... :-JI "" (;IoaTko..
,:..,........ "" ..Ii. III"" "OJ . :',1. "" 1~ l)or... "' •••••
,:o.'r-,l. JI U. "k. .. ob !..:.... ,. N"'-' 11 .......
REED .A. Y. 1~ \<L...u & J"",,\ "" ~I<i ,.." ...
':-'1 Ih.'" .. ~. ~0:10 f",. '. 1, 1'7 1',,,,,,,,,
~

_ _.,

W.I,I,..... .1'7 I~'"""" .
I ~ .. I J4hn C, ~I. 117 1'O}tt"•.
~I ( ;w

Idd ., •• ..,., .11 ........,

, .....1 J ....10
"""', S

'~'II

J",.... ,,.. '" 1'",·toT

,\Ii.., .. ko "..,. I"". '.:Ie

~1

,',..-

,<.

':-.1

Ioh..... I H 1"\"...
w.~ .. "" ...... lao. ~ ' '''' V... , •• L

1:..::10

IV. ~

Iodo. ... 111

1G"'~II.

I:""'" J_.io IIIbo<, h(!, ~"" ~ 1:ry"aI
~ . t ...... ~. ~,."'""""• . -

.

3'

w""'n...,l ....

I~ ..' " A J, ~"''''''« ...,. ~ . ~ II ...... .

REEVES E . ", n'llfocl. ,,,.", ViiI>.
,,,"c),OH"" .\ , I, ~ ,~, .• _. ~·f.lt 1"<. rut! 'b Ch.i, .. ~4
I(o;io\' ..... u 11ao:/1011 ~l .., ~kt .. ,'I. lot, .... ~, I"'''' ~o>.

••

2009 Architectural Survey

Excerpt from 1892 Kane County map

Excerpt from 1895 aerial view of Elgin

<.:>,
z- ·,,
Z.
Z!
<{ '

zu ,: ;
,

z:

,.

,•
,

~.

-..,•

01 VISION
fiIJ

•t •

,

,

1897 Sanborn Fire Insurance map excerpt

•

,,

D \

•
•
o

81
~

~ L-

______________________________--"

~
··1
t:,

"

(!)

z
z
z
«
:r
()
z

DIVISIO N

"

:

,
,

~pl

~:J

0

m

'"

•

@ 8m

' .
ft
\

p

L
3

,

•

v.'

MARY

PL .

1913 Sanborn Fire Insurance map excerpt showing addition

G

~

Announcement of G. Reed’s second marriage Elgin Courier News 7/3/1901

Thirty-eight Years Record of Ca rl Kohn

_-__
_.. ........._....
_
.....
-_-.-.........
.._.'
..............
_-_-""
.............,-._......_
,....

J\;;s"rnhHng D f'llllrllllCHI Worker lias Bm:1l Faithful EIlIploy.l (If Gmnr-any Almo~ l C"ntinuuusl:- Si"ce May, IllS:",

......
......

,~--~

--, .... .
...... ...... ......... ...
- ........
.........-. .
........,,----_
__
.. __ ...'

...

,..,"-... ..... ,......

~

,

_, '_ ".M. __ ....
to , , _ .... .

t _ .! r ,",,"-

tI .... ........ .

""""'
_' .
" " '''0
~
_ ~......... ".
'.,.,.,._.

(;vI ............. w
,>~

"-" '_',0
"'"' ' .."
>t., " ' _'.
~.,.

"..

......

" . . 40-

....
,-...
.....

.- _"

"-

.......

.... ".
...
--'-.. .. .......
....... ...........
...''''",..."""""-',
..-~_01,
'......... 'u.
,...........
... _ ,""
-~-. ,Hoi, ". , _.
.....
M"", ' _ _

.. -._ =1, .....'~:.,~
.••;
-~.~
,-"-'
", _
... , ........ '0. , _ •

---

..--,,_ ... -"'..... "'" ...
OIl .. _ _ _ "

" ...... c.-..

---_
.... .......... ...
_

.:..r.....

, ..... ,.. -=--

-.... ...
..
...
....
-._- ....._... . ...............
..
--'-"
.........
..
... ---- --..................
__
-,.....__........... --..
..._.1
_

...... r...

..,.

II~

.....

..-...J'

_. ..

'........
" , "'."'" .....
....
_1101'"
~

w.o.
... io_
. . .t&a

. F

"" •

_~

01, • • _
"'''-''''

H_· . . . . . . _

.................. _ _

u•

... _ .

-.- . . ....
-.~"
..-.-__ , ""'_" c-.
,
,,_...................
~".."!.'~
.......... - . ................ "........ _ .. e ,
_
.......

,

M~

(

"-

~ -

"D

c.. ... _ . ... " ... .....--. ...., r _ _ ..._
~

"

.. _ _

..... _ " - "'"

oM .. _ _ ; . 4 - ' ...... . " " . _ . . . . . .. - , . _.

..... • _ ...... . f .............. _ _ , ..... , . .... ' - - ' ....

............ _

"-,, "--'"
~

... ;, -m.., , _

~".""'f . ''''
_ • • , ............~_ ............ ..

• _ _ .. _

, _. ..

,_.... .............. w.....
~"

__"

I~ .

(Of.

-....

_ ........
, ,.. "'..... .. " .... ,... _ .1, .....•• "'.... ere-·
......
w.'...._H ..'.•,,0
_ .. IlL n.., •• I ......... _, ...
""
_
. .. ... "'"'-" . .............. "..
~

_~

Go~_ , .

~ ""h'~

""";:,r:-

1 ..

.. ....
~

11 '" , _
"'-"_ ......
ft._
..... t

,

" " " , , - . f. .

1888 photo showing Grace MacDonald, Watchword Vol. 2 #9 April 1923

Obituary G. MacDonald, Courier News 1/27/1941

m.. "''''''

1._'" --' .. w ....

- ........ --."'-

, _ ...... M.L "''''''"-.. "' ... """

..........

'ON _ " "
.........., ... ...,...,•• - . I ....

....._ . 0loi • _ _ , - ' . _

... ,... ..............

- . ."'. , - - ' ........... """01
HISS

"'Ion 1'OUHY

M•.,. , ...... I " ... a..rI<>
""" •• ....,_, of ,,"" C"~ .....
I::'':;::~''
1 " _ " " ..... ....,. .. ,
M.~

,...
,""1'_
" .......
~
.............. "' 1boGI.I
............... / w , , I• •
..... "'..-

_10_ ... ......-.... ... _
_
-- .......
... ........
,.,,-_..1
-,.. _. __ . .
w~.

w,.." .... _ _ ,_..... ..--~
.. ""'s..- _ _

_.. ,...,.w._._ . . _

_~

---

..... " - - ' II ............. ~ ,,,

...... w ........ __ "' ... ,_......

r.-. \ '........

,I< _

loon
_ , " - _ _ lot..- ..
... 101. ... _
...... t .. _

r,.._.... '·................. ...,

_
"""_
1_11
_ F_ooI
.... 0
" -_
1_
._

1<-._ ... .....-.

__

'-..1.....", .........

,-.1.

-, --

!>Mol

k"'' '

'

.oJ<, ........~ II. U ...... ""..." .....

~-

(:-,

c.~,'

1\.,.
-.
.- t .........
J<-..... '_
. .1>',_

_ ... n.... ....... r,...-I
,...
t_1 0.1-. " , - , ......
..",.

-- YO UR INOOME TAX
,._........._....-"...,...... ...........

......... "" 1100<_
SIr

~-... '-1,.-1i00i ................
...
•
.... • ..-Ao ....... , _ _

..., ...... \'.- ..." .... ,....

~-

-.~
10'.. If To.... 0-' . .. ; _.... __

_ , -a Id.. ,-. N<.. '"oAr..! ...

/«>. It .....--.1 , .......... io .......

.. ... " ... 1 ...1 ..... """_ , r.. ,."
"".
" _,too of , _..... _, ,10...

MISS CUe( ModXl"AW

r.t... ......... ~ ... "')'W..oI
\0

" . _ 1/ ,... ... -..iooI. ....
•_
•. $1 .... '-*""",J"

- _,,,..,. - '" .. , 1\.-

K,... ... -.... .... _ _

_ _ . . . . -• .IOod

-

__

J _ '"

SIor . . . . _
.. IRS .... _

..... _'"" _ ,
....... tI,...lo~'

-

........ 0..... ........ - -

...
...... - ....,
.., ......... - ......... -

. . - . " 10 ... "-to •• "'" _

"""- .... _

,.11,. -

w,.."_~",,,

_.~._

........ 1t

'1IOi, .. "..,
- . .... _

..... _ "

............
_....,
___
. . . ,_,,%1
,)'1_
... oII6-C ••

r- ....

_

. . -..to __ .. ""okr ..

.... " " _

~J

'

I_'~

.. _c..,.-.,

.... ~ . . .

__

-=-..

,,_.......... ':"1.
..............
...a..n
.....

..... ~ .............. oIIMI, .. ,(
. . . , _ ....... 01 ......... ....

---'"",--.""
"-_ ......... -. ..... .......

-""'---........
' ..... ,c .........

r~

..... _

~ ...;.

'" -.."" """ ",I"" ...
...,......... , - "" , _ oItfoI·
_ '" ,,,..,,,,.,.. 1'. )OJI, ,Io.l1,--, I
_.r,.,

_

....,........
............ . .
.....
_,,,,.lI
. _ro_

. - _ " , _ ... .t.. _ _

,

__ -

.... 1->11

101 •• _ _ ... . . - ..

'-

'.-w.. .•-... .... _ ..

f.>. .... u u.

............. .........

y, .... """""'", 7'I ....

_,....-......,.killol .. _

.........-

...... " " ..,0/ " ...... " ...... _

.u ...-

y,....... -

_

..... -

......

_ .. ",. ,..., ""'",- .... '....., _ " ' 01 ....,..j ~_.
1
" .. " l .. ,.. ~ • • ~ .
F".'"'"',..............
..............._'I.
,,..t
.._, '"............
M., "'"' ... ...,.... ........ T__
-.w_ _

__- .......-__
,.. . , _.t. ,

............
...a "".......
..........
.,._110._
....
....... ,.., ...... ""'" -'
_10.
...:::L.........:::.... .... ::th....c ~

..- ---.--..

"

a. ...... ~
_ _...........
...1"<...... ,__
..... ....-. ,,~
~~,

JlD!m,N .. lIENtl)1CT

------.
._- ....... ........._. ...

............... ,... .... - . d<f-I_11'
.... _ _ _ ..... .

.... I .. ,,,, """,,. _ ....... 6

.. , .•- - - .... -

..... ,>./

...... - . . - - . , ll. ' - '
,~

, .. _ _ ..

....... "" ....

"'" of _ _ """ _ _ ,.."

~ ~_

:!l.

''''' . ..J , _ ...... U.- "'"" ..
• ,...010 ,t. ..... "'"'" .. n".. /w _

I~o#

_ _ ....

_ , . . . _ _ 0# ......, _ .. "'"

,IE 1-.

.. "

Obituary G. MacDonald, Watchword Vol 16 #4 p. 19, February 1941

"

ELGIN HERITAGE COMMISSION
BUILDING PLAQUE APPLICATION
Applicant Information
Name: Grant Born
Building Address: 52 N. Crystal/315 Mountain, Elgin IL 60120
Building Name (for public/commercial structures only):
Current Owners: Grant Born
Street: 25810 Cresthill Dr Daytime Phone: 847 791-7087
City: Barrington
State: IL
Zip: 60010
Email Address: grantborn@att.net
Nominated Property Information
Name of District:
Architectural significance rating:
Name of Property:
Address of Property:
Current owner:
Owner’s address:
Original owner: William C. and Caroline Kimball
Date of construction: c.1870
Architect (if known):
Builder (if known):
Legal description: West Elgin Block 35, north 25’ of the east half of lot 4, the east half of
lot 5, all of lot six and the north 25’ of lot 7
Required Documentation:
Check if attached:
__x__ Current photos
__x__ Statement of Value
__x__ Building Alterations

Signature of owner __________________________________
Date _____________________

STATEMENT OF VALUE
1. Historical Value
Perched high on the western bank of the Fox River, 52 North Crystal overlooks the
downtown of Elgin. The house and its coach house occupy land that was included in
William C. Kimball’s original 1850 plat of Elgin.
William Currier Kimball was a child of Joseph and Nancy Kimball, who came to Elgin in
1835 with the town’s founder James Gifford. Gifford claimed the east side of the Fox
River, and Joseph, his brother Jonathan and son Joseph’s Samuel claimed and
developed the west side. In July of 1835, Joseph returned east to bring his family to
Elgin, but was stricken with cholera and died in Ohio later that month. In 1837, Joseph’s
widow Nancy, son William C. and daughter Ruth Ann came to Elgin. The original
Kimball homestead was on South Street, between Vine and Jewett Streets. Nancy lived
there until 1846, when her sons had the cobblestone house at 302 West Chicago Street
built, and deeded it to their mother. The cobblestone house is one of Elgin’s oldest
homes, and has been in the process of restoration since 2016.
William Currier Kimball (1806-1875) was the first-born of Joseph and Nancy. In June of
1835, he married Caroline Willard in Canada, where he was a merchant. After arriving
in Elgin in 1837, William opened a general store at the northwest corner of State Street
and Highland Avenue. In the mid-1840s he opened Waverly Mills, a flour mill, across
State Street from the General Store. In 1853, he opened the Waverly House Hotel across
Highland Avenue. William lost the hotel in the 1857 economic crash, but his other
businesses thrived. The hotel building no longer exists; however, the cobblestone stable
built behind the hotel still stands at 219 West Highland. William served as Mayor of
Elgin from 1871-1872.
William owned a large tract of land on the west side of the Fox River, which he platted in
1850 (See attached plat map). Later this subdivision was renamed “West Elgin”. In
1858, William sold the west half of lots 3, 4, and 5 in Block 35 to his son Edson for $400.
He retained parts of Lots 6, 7, 8, and 9 plus the east half of Lots 3, 4, and 5, where he
later built his mansion.
Caroline, born January 24, 1813 in Sherbrook, Canada, was the daughter of William
Richardson and Eleanor Mann Willard
William and Caroline had seven children, only three of whom were still living at the time
of William’s death in 1875:
Name:
Born
Died
William Currier
June 12, 1836 in Canada
February 3, 1841 Elgin
Eugene Lespelard Apr 11, 1840 Elgin
January 16, 1857 Elgin
Leonidas Willard Jul 15, 1842 Elgin
April 23, 1844 Elgin
Ella Elizabeth
May 8, 1845 Elgin
Feb. 18, 1912 Anna IL
Emma Eliza
May 8 1845, Elgin
Nov. 11, 1926 Elgin
Laura Anna
Aug 30 1850 Elgin
March 5 1853 Elgin
Charles Walter
Aug 24, 1854 Elgin
Dec. 15, 1928 Elgin

Ella married John F. Williford in Anna, Illinois in 1878
Emma married Charles J. Hawkins in Hanover, Illinois in 1863
Charles married Mattie Bryant in St. Genevieve Missouri in 1877.
In 1870, William built his two-story brick eighteen-room house at 52 N. Crystal worth
$12,000, a large amount of money for a house in those days. The rooms were finished in
walnut and cherry. The house is illustrated in the 1871 Kane County Atlas. The 1871
Elgin City Directory lists him as living at the corner of Crystal and Mountain Streets.
William lived only long enough to enjoy his new mansion for five years. He died on May
5, 1875 leaving no last will and testament.
His estate consisted of real estate property, and household goods and furniture worth
$1500. Administrators of his estate were his wife Caroline Kimball, Mason M. Marsh
and Edson A. Kimball. His heirs were wife Caroline Kimball and children Emma
Hawkins, Ella Williford of Union Illinois, and Charles W. Kimball. His real property was
sold at public auction in 1877 for the payment of debts. Notice of the sale is included in
the addenda. His widow Caroline moved to her son Edson’s house at 16 N. Crystal in
1878.
Walter H. Willard purchased the house in 1877 by Administrator’s Deed, financing the
purchase with a mortgage for $2600.
In, Owen B. Weld purchased the property at 52 N. Crystal from Willard for $8500
significantly less than the original cost of construction. Weld was a wealthy retired
farmer who owned two parcels of land in Plato, one of 700 ¾ acres and the other of 311
½ acres.
Owen B. Weld died at home December 1, 1899, leaving a will and testament.
The executor of his estate was Elizabeth K. Weld, his widow. According to probate
records, Owen left real estate valued at $65,000 and personal property at $5000. His
estate also included $4817 worth of farm animals, equipment and crops including 8
cows, 3 calves, as well as 23 horses worth a total of $2969
His heirs were his wife Elizabeth, daughter Harriet (Hattie) E. Wing, grandchildren
Owen Weld Wing, Mary Belle Wing and Lydia Wing of St. James Minnesota and
daughter May Weld Page and J. Frank Page of 4007 Michigan Ave Chicago, Illinois.
Members of the Weld family occupied the property until 1944.
From 1899 until 1916, Mrs. Weld is listed in city directories as the sole occupant of the
house. From 1917 until her death in 1921, she shared the house in various years with
Adolph Hartman, Edward J. Powers, and Mrs. Lena Beckley. No evidence indicates
whether the house was actually divided into separate apartments at this point in time.
Elizabeth K. Weld died November 7, 1921, having duly made a last will and testament.
Her executor was Charles W. Lehmann until his death on July 8, 1931
Her heir was her only surviving child Hattie E. Wing. Her daughter May Weld Page,
predeceased her mother, dying without issue in 1917.

Elizabeth Weld left real estate worth $15,000, personal property of $23,000, and
$11,652.38 in receipts, cash on hand, bank accounts and bonds.
Her real estate holdings included:
1/3 interest in part of section 2 and part of east Section 3, Township 41 north,
Range 7 along the west line of Daniel Pingree’s addition to Pingree Grove
1/3 interest in Block 3 except lots 1-5, and lot 1 in the east ½ of Lot 2 in Block 4 of
D. Pingree’s addition, title derived through estate of Mary (May) Weld Page
2/3 interest in Lots 6-9 and the east ½ of Lots 3-5 in Block 35 of Kimball’s plat of
Elgin
Lot 8 in Block 5 of Close Addition to St James Minnesota. Elizabeth bequeathed
a life use of the Minnesota property to her daughter Hattie E. Wing
Elizabeth’s heirs at law and legatees were:
Hattie E. Wing, daughter, 52 N Crystal
Jennie M. Kelly, niece, Hampshire IL
Dorothy Anderson, Grand-niece, Hampshire IL
Mabel K. Anderson, niece , Hampshire IL
Charles W. Lehmann, 167 DuPage St., Elgin
Lyla Wing Biggar, grand-daughter, Merrillan WI
Hattie (Harriet Elizabeth) Weld married Orlando Wing, a farmer, and they lived in the
Wing Mansion at 972 Highland in Elgin. Orlando was the son of William and Abbie
(Adeline) C. Wing, who donated the land for Wing Park to the City of Elgin, and built the
Wing Mansion at 972 Highland Avenue. Orlando died in 1922. By 1927, Hattie Wing,
widow of Orlando, was living at 52 N. Crystal in her mother’s house, where she
remained until her own death. The 1927 City Directory shows occupants of 52 N. Crystal
as Hattie E. Wing and Adella McClelland. In 1939 Hattie’s son Owen Wing and Wilet H.
Sutherland were living in the house with Hattie. According to City Directories, from
1940-43, Owen Wing and Edith Sutherland lived there. The 1930 census, however, lists
occupants as Hattie Wing age 73, Gust Reed 60, William Niederoff 55, George P. Gatke
50 and Charles J. Swanson 38. The 1940 census lists Hattie Wing 83, Carl Schefleur 62,
George Gatke 60, Owen B. Wing 58, Blanche Wing 52, and John Karvodviis. The
implication can be made that the property was divided into apartments as early as 1930.
Hattie died April 18, 1940, at which time her daughter Lyla Wing Biggar and her
children received the residue of the estate. Lyla was married to Roy W. Biggar, and they
had 2 children, Dorothy M. Biggar and Helen Biggar Busse
In 1944, Lyla Biggar and Owen Wing sold the property to Fred and Kathryn Witt. The
property was described as the north 25 feet of the east half of lot 4, the east half of lot 5,
all of lot 6 and the north 25 feet of lot 7. The 18-room house has clearly been divided
into apartments at least since 1945. City Directories for 1946-51 list occupants for
apartments 1-7 at this address.
In 1948, the Witts sold to Matthew and Lillian McNamara. They retained the houses
until October of 1956, when Matthew and Lillian McNamara of Glendale, California,

sold to the Maybern Corporation. In 1961, Maybern Corporation transferred the
property to Gladys P. Ehorn, who financed it with a $35,000 mortgage. Richard
Wilkening obtained it in 1979, and he took out a mortgage for $20,499 in 1983.
Richard A. Wilkening sold to Keith Flannigan in 2001. In 2006 Flannigan sold to
Josephine Eggert Walsh, who took out a mortgage for $240,000, and a second mortgage
for $32,500 later the same year. Only one year later, in 2007, Eggert-Walsh sold the
house and its carriage house to Leonard and Kristie Scarpelli. In 2017, Grant Born, the
current owner, purchased and rehabilitated the two buildings, 52 N. Crystal and 315
Mountain Street.
2A. 52 N. Crystal William C. Kimball Mansion
Architectural value
The house was built in the Italianate Style c. 1870. This style, along with Gothic Revival,
began in England around 1840 as part of the picturesque movement, a reaction to the
Classical styles that had held sway during the previous 200 years.
This style predominated in American domestic architecture from 1850 to 1880,
although examples do occur from 1840-49 and 1886-90. These homes are most
common in growing cities such as Elgin, from the east coast to the Midwest. Many were
also built in San Francisco. They are uncommon in the southeast, due to the disruption
caused by the Civil War, Reconstruction and the 1870s depression.
The Italian villa style designs emphasized rambling, informal structures, many with
characteristic square towers. The style was made popular through the 1840-50 pattern
books of Andrew Jackson Downing, and Sam Sloan’s The Model Architect.
This home was built of brick, with two-story porches on the north, east and south
elevations of the house. There is a narrower one-and-a-half story gabled wing on the
west elevation, most likely housing the kitchen and servants’ quarters. Also included on
the property is a two-story coach house that is now numbered 315 Mountain Street.
Typical of Italianate Style, the house has a low-pitched hipped roof with a gabled
pediment on the east elevation and side-gabled extensions, each one window wide, on
the north and south elevations. An estimated fifteen percent of Italianate Style homes
have a centered front gable such as this one. The small front-facing gable projects from a
hipped roof. The wide eaves are supported by elaborate brackets that are atypical in that
they are not in pairs. The tall, narrow two-over-two windows are graced with hoods in
the shape of a flattened arch, emphasized by brick of a contrasting color to the brick of
the walls. A round window that sits under the gabled front pediment has an arched
hood. Horizontal brick courses run between the three levels of the house. In the center
of the house is the elaborate brick chimney with three flues, and open spaces between
the flues.
Building Alterations
The bi-level wraparound porches are no longer present. The 1897 and all subsequent
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps show porches along the length of the south and east

elevations, and a porch along the front half of the north elevation. The existing small
front porch is of later construction. The rear steps with iron railings are non-original.
The 1939 Residential Card describes a three-story, two-family house.
By 1945, the house had been divided into seven, apartments. An article in the Daily
Herald of August 14, 2002 states that it has had as many as ten apartments, seven in the
main house and three in the coach house, a configuration that still exists at present.
Permits on file with the City of Elgin include:
1924 electric wiring
1939 Residential card indicating a three-story two-family house
1943: electric wiring
1945 Inspection report for apartments 1-6
1945: General repair work inside the house; re-roof
1946: electric meters installed
1957: Inspection of plumbing, sewer, gas, and water heater
1968: Heating work
c.1979: Sidewalk and curb replacement
1983: Apartment 6 was inspected and violations under the Lead Poison Prevention Act
were corrected
1984: Inspection revealed a problem sink and broken toilet
2B. Coach House 315 Mountain Street
1. Historical Value
Although the coach house has always been owned by the same people as 52 N. Crystal, it
is first listed in City Directories as a separate address, 315 Mountain, in 1907. At the
time in was built in 1870, it was used by the owners of 52 N. Crystal, presumably to
house horses, carriages and servants such as a groom and a coach driver. From 1907-13
occupants included blacksmith W. A. Kendall, proprietor of Elgin Carriage and Spring
Wagon Works, and his wife Carrie; Arthur Polmetier, employed at Reid and Heine and
his wife Katherine; and William Beery, a clerk at Brethern Publishing Bookstore and his
wife Adeline. From 1915-17, Charles Demien and his wife lived there.
Occupants from 1920-1938 were Nettie Reeves Bultman, husband Henry Bultman and
Nettie’s sons from her previous marriage, A. Charles and James Reeves. James was an
employee at J. P. Company.
Nettie Benjamin Snow was born in 1868, and married Charles Henry Reeves in 1899.
Charles, born in 1863 died in 1906 at Elgin Insane Hospital. The 1910 census lists
Nettie, divorced, and her children Myrtle, Maud, Alice, James and Frank as living at 217
Michigan in Elgin. Nettie worked as a pie maker at a bakery. Nettie Benjamin Reeves
married Henry F. Bultman on October 10, 1916. In 1920, they moved to 315 Mountain
Street with Nettie’s children. Henry and Nettie Bultman lived there until 1938; he
worked at the Elgin National Watch Factory. From 1938-40 occupants were Arthur and
Edith Fredericks, Mrs. Martha Peters, William J. and Margaret Edwards; William
worked at Woodruff and Edwards Foundry. During these years it appears to have been
used as a single-family home.

The 1941-42 City Directory lists multiple occupants for the first time; these were William
Waller, Jr., Charles Parrish, and Thomas Waller. Thereafter, there is a fairly rapid
turnover of tenants. It appears that Lyla Biggar and Owen Wing created the apartments
before they sold the property in 1944.
Architectural value
The structure is of two stories under a front-gabled roof, with a walk-out basement on
the south elevation. Built in the Italianate Style, it has wide eaves and tall narrow
windows, but fewer decorative elements than the house at 52 N. Crystal. The door facing
north has a narrow panel with sidelights on the east side of the door. The window hoods
on the coach house are of a simpler design, with rectangular hoods of a contrasting color
of brick.
Building alterations
The 1897 and 1903 Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps show porches along the length of the
south and east elevations, with an additional open structure to the east of the full-width
porch on the east elevation. The 1913 and subsequent maps indicate the removal of the
original porches. The wide porch on the south elevation was replaced by a smaller
porch. Trace markings on the brick to the west of the front door suggest that there may
have been a sidelight panel at that location identical to the one on the east side of the
door, in which case the pedimented door hood would also not be original. In 1946, the
coach house was divided into three apartments, which still exist today.

Addenda
Current Photos
Drawing 1871 Kane County Atlas p. 63
Architectural Survey 1993
Plat maps 1850, 1889
Deeds
Deed references: Kane county book, page and document numbers
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map excerpts
Notice of sale of real estate of William C. Kimball, 1877
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Deed references
Book 182 p. 312 1877: estate of W C Kimball transfer to Walter Willard
Book 232 p. 253 1885 Willard transfer to Owen Weld
Book 1218 p. 122 1944: Heirs of Hattie Wing transfer to F. Witt
Book 1400 p. 196 1948: Witt transfer to McNamara
Book 1818 p. 346 1956: McNamara transfer to Maybern Corporation
Book 2087 p. 15 1961: Maybern transfer to Ehorn
Deed # 1660599 1983: Wilkening mortgage for $20,499
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Zip ------lUJ-t,L.\...o=.i.L - _
If different than above:
Applicant's Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Daytime Phone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ City _ _ _ _ _ State _ _ _ Zip _ _ _ __
Email Address- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Original Owner .1\~lA..~~-t. ]>oALLU\\S
Date of ConstructIOn --~~~----------------U ,C\l)~
Architect (if known) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Builder (if known) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Please attach the following information:
1. Statement of Value: This statement should include a narrative description of the historical and
architectural value of the bUilding.
2. Photocopies of relevant research materials including but not limited to, Sanborn Maps, City
Directories and original property deeds. See page 3 of the program guidelines for research
locations.
3. Building Alterations: List any alterations to the exterior of the building. Attach copies of all
building permit applications.
4. Photographs: Include a recent photograph in which the building is clearly visible. Additional
photographs depicting close-up details of decorative features are helpful.
An example plaque nomination is attached

Stipulations
lfthe building is not awarded a plaque, the application fee of$50 will be refunded.
This application and submitted materials shall be retained by the City of Elgin as a part of the permanent
record of the building.
The Elgin Heritage Commission has the authority to edit and publish the information submitted in the
application. This does not prohibit others from using the information.
'
When awarded, the plaque will remain with the building and should not be altered or removed from the
building. It is the City's responsibility to replace the plaque if or ",:,hen the situation warrants it.
In addition to the above stipulations, the undersigned attests that the information provided is, to the best
ofhislher knowledge, aa.cc teo

Owner' s Signature _

}{k
1z-l(f""ALtIv....-

Date

1 \s \\'\
Rev. 8/14

326 McClure Avenue, Elgin
Chain of ownership
Date of transaction
Grantor (sold by)

Parcel description
Grantee (purchased by)

Amount if known

June 24, 1893
Finla L. McClure, widower
February 25, 1926
August & Lena Podewils
February 26, 1926
Frida Anderson spinster

Lots 4 & 5

$785

November 2, 1940
August & Lena Podewils
November 30, 1940
August & Lena Podewils
November 30, 1940
Joseph F. and Ella C. Walaitis

August Podewils
Lots 4 & 5
Lots 4 & 5

Frida Anderson
Quit Claim
August & Lena Podewils, joint tenancy

Lot 4
Joseph F. and Ella C. Walaitis
North 58 ft of Lot 4
Joseph F. and Ella C. Walaitis
Lot 4
August & Lena Podewils

October 29, 1942
Lena Podewils, widow

Lot 5

June 15, 1946
Lena Podewils, widow
April 7, 1951
Conrad and Dora Hankemeyer

Lot 5
Conrad & Dora Hankemeyer
Lot 5 & south 2 ft of Lot 4
$5000
Tore & Virginia Thelander

October 30, 1979
Tore & Virginia Thelander

Lot 5 and south 2 ft of Lot 4
Monica Heick, divorced

Frida Anderson

May 29, 1997
Lot 5 & south 2 ft of Lot 4
Monica (Heick) and Thomas J. O'Toole
Ramon and Guadalupe Munoz
June 21, 2002
Ramon and Guadalupe Munoz

Lot 5 & south 2 ft of Lot 4 & east half of vacated alley
Raul Leon and Juan Montoya

February 13,2006
Lot 5 & south 2 ft of Lot 4 & east half of vacated alley
Raul & Maribel Leon & Juan Montoya
Adolfo Villada & Celia Gerardo, married
October 26, 2009
Lot 5 & south 2 ft of Lot 4 & east half of vacated alley
Adolfo Villada et al
Sheriffs sale/foreclosure Bank of New York
May 4,2010
Lot 5 & south 2 ft of Lot 4 & east half of vacated alley
Brian Winkler and Chrissy Stein, wife
Bank of New York
September 24,2013
BrianWinkler

Lot 5 & south 2 ft of Lot 4 & east half of vacated alley
David A. and Molly L. Gathman

326 McClure Avenue, Elgin

Timeline Summary of Related Events
1866 March 3

August Podewils born in Germany

1872 Jan. 22

Lena Kruger born in Germany

1881

At the age of 9, Lena immigrated to America with her family
They lived in Chicago

1884

18-yr-old August immigrated to America with his parents (father Fritz)

1893 June 24

August purchased Lots 4 & 5 of McClure's Third Addition
Finla L. McClure sold him the lots for $785

1900

August married Lena Kruger
They lived in Chicago with possibly her parents or his
August worked as a self-employed carpenter all his life

1901

Oct. 30

Mabel Podewils born to August and Lena

1903 Jan. 1

Edna Podewils is born, second child of August and Lena

1905 Jan. 18

Ella and Lillie Podewils, twins, born to August and Lena

1906

The home at 326 McClure Avenue was built
August and Lena brought their four daughters here to live
Lena's parents also located to Elgin that year

1907 Dec. 23

Lillie died at home of pleurisy just a month away from her 3rd birthday

1926 July 20

Mabel Podewils died at age 25 She never married and never left home

1930 June 26

Edna Podewils died at age 27
She never married and remained in her parents' home
She worked as a stenographer at the Sumber Co.

1930

Muriel Kruger, Lena's mother,lived with August and Lena
Muriel, age 85, was a widow
The 1930 census also shows Ella Podewils also living at home
She worked in an office in Chicago
Sometime that year, Ella married Joseph Walaitis (spelled incorrectly as
Walales in other records)

326 McClure Avenue, Elgin

Timeline Summary of Related Events, pg 2
1940

Census shows Ella and joseph living with August and Lena

1940 Nov. 2

August and Lena sold Lot 4 to Ella and joseph
joseph applied for city building permit in December

1941-42

Elgin City Directory shows August and Lena at 326 McClure (lot 5)
The directory shows joseph and Ella next door at 330 McClure (lot 4)

1942

Oct. 15

August dies in the house he built some 36 years earlier

1943-44

Elgin City Directory shows widowed Lena and her daughter Ella and
Ella's husband joseph living at 326 McClure
The directory shows Donald R. Starin living at 330 McClure - a renter

1946 june 15

Lena sells Lot 5 & south 2 ft of Lot 4 to Conrad & Dora Hankemeyer
Additional chain of ownership found on separate reference page

1946

Elgin City Directory shows Ella, joseph and Lena living at 330 McClure

1951

October

Lena lived with Ella and joseph until her death

1973

Elgin City Directory shows Ella and joseph still at 330 McClure

1982 August

joseph Walaitis died

2002 jan 8

Ella Walaitis, remaining daughter of August and Lena Podewills, died

326 McClure Avenue, Elgin
History that made it a home
A house is just a building until the story of the people that lived there gives it life ...
and makes it into a home.
August and Lena Podewils were married for six years when they moved into their new
home at 326 McClure Avenue in the thriving community of Elgin along the graceful
Fox River. They would remain there for the next 40 years.
Where the house stands was once part of the McClure farm on the west side of town.
In 1893 Finla McClure sold lots 4 and 5 of McClure's Third Addition to the young
German immigrant, August Podewils. August had arrived in America with his family in
1884. They had settled in Chicago where August went to work as a carpenter. Perhaps
his dream was to move away from the big city someday. He worked hard and saved his
money.
Then he met Lena. She was also from Germany and had traveled with her parents to
America at the age of9 in 1881. Perhaps Lena had a relative who worked with August.
Perhaps their parents were friends. It is more than likely that they lived in an ethnic
neighborhood where the German language, food and songs were a reminder of their
homeland. Perhaps August and Lena bumped into each other at the corner sausage
shop.
We can only guess about how August and Lena met, but they did find each other and
married in 1900. They might have lived with her parents or his parents until they were
able to build their own home on McClure Avenue six years later. In that time they
added four daughters to their family and most likely had increasingly tight living
quarters. I can hear Lena saying to August: "when will you finish that verdammen
house??"

326 McClure Avenue, Elgin
History that made it a home, pg 2
The verification of the year the house was built came from the Elgin city directories. In
1905 the house at 326 McClure was not listed. In the 1907 directory it was. So August
and Lena had packed up their belongings, waved good-by to friends and family in the
city and brought Mabel, age 5, Edna, age 3, and twin girls Lillie and Ella, age 1, to
their new home in 1906. What a happy homecoming!
Unfortunately, that happiness turned to sorrow. In December 1907 little Lillie died.
Two days before Christmas, and a month away from her third birthday, she succumbed
to pleurisy in her home. The funeral was also held at home as was traditional.
Time went on. The sisters remained living at home. Then more sadness. Mabel, the
oldest, died at age 25 in1926. She had never married, never left home. Four years later
Edna died at age 27. She also never married and worked as a stenographer locally. No
reason for their deaths was discovered.
As life happens, this sorrow was followed with good news. Their youngest (now only)
daughter Ella met a man. She was still living at home in1930 and commuted to
Chicago where she worked in an office. Was that where she met Joseph Walaitis?
Another romance is left to the imagination. After they were married, they lived with
August and Lena. It was also at this time that Lena's widowed mother, Martha Kruger,
came to live with them.
The 1940 census shows that Ella and Joseph were still living at 326 McClure (the
original lot 5). That year August and Lena sold lot 4 to Joseph and Ella. Joseph applied
for a building permit right away. They would be neighbors!

326 McClure Avenue, Elgin
History that made it a home, pg 3
In the early 20th century it was common for extended family members to live together
or live nearby each other. In 1940 when Ella and Joseph moved next door, August was
getting up there in years. Perhaps he needed help occasionally and relied on his son-inlaw. He was 76 years old when he died in 1942 at the home he had built 36 years earlier.
That $785 he had once spent for two lots had turned into quite the worthwhile
investment.
Lena was now a widow and must turn her attention to how she would live out her
remaining years. She had lost all her daughters but one and grieved for the man she had
shared meals and a bed for 42 years. What was her outlook? How did she carry on?
Joseph and Ella moved back into 326 McClure with Lena for a couple of years to help
with the house and the difficult task of going through the Podewils' accumulated goods.
At that time the house at 320 McClure was rented out.
In 1946 the inevitable happened. Lena sold her home to another family. She and Ella and
Joseph moved into the house next door, Lot 4. It was her home until she died in 1951.
Ella and Joseph never had children, another question to remain unanswered. According
to the Elgin city directory, they were still living at 320 McClure in 1973. Joseph died in
1982 and Ella lived all the way to 2002. She lived to see the dawn of a new century.
What stories she could have told to us: growing up in the bustling city of Elgin ...
learning English ... working in Chicago ... practicing German cooking skills with her
mother and grandmother. How the world had changed in her lifetime.
A house is just a building until the story of the people that lived there gives it life. The
Podewils began it. The story continues at 326 McClure Avenue.

326 McClure Avenue, Elgin

Architectural Style
please note that the following conclusions and conjectures come solely
from reading A Field Guide to American Houses by Virginia & Lee McAlester
The house that stands at 326 McClure Avenue was built in 1906, at a time when true
quality was available at all income levels. Its first owner was a man who had worked as
a carpenter for the 20 years before building his own home. His experience and
knowledge of the building trade and his German ethic for hard work led to a home that
exemplifies all those attributes.
The architectural style is simple yet striking. The unusual choice to place the front
porch along the side adds to the dominance of the front gable whose brickwork runs
flush from top to bottom. The bay window attracts attention from the street as well as
from visitors climbing the front steps. Quoins along the angles of the bay are a simple
embellishment, as well as the protruding brick design along the eaves.
Other architectural details of interest are the arched brickwork over every original
window in the home, including basement level windows. The front porch has a classic
spindled balustrade and two circular columns. It is tucked into the corner formed by
the cross gable structure.
In searching for a definitive architectural style to describe this home, I became
flustered. The steeply pitched roof, the front gable and the tall windows suggest the
vertical emphasis of Gothic Revival. The arches and the paired second floor window
speak of the Italianate style. The turned spindles and brick detailing are features that
side with Queen Anne. The way the house is currently painted imitates Queen Anne's
"painted lady" fame.

326 McClure Avenue, Elgin

Architectural Style, pg 2
please note that the following conclusions and conjectures come solely
from reading A Field Guide to American Houses by Virginia & Lee McAlester

The house seems to combine a number of styles that left me a bit frustrated over
choosing "the one". Until I turned to page 309 in my reference book. To quote its
description of the Folk Victorian style:
The style is defined by the presence of Victorian decorative detailing on simple
folk house forms, which are generally much less elaborated than the Victorian
styles that they attempt to mimic. The details are usually of either Italianate or
Queen Anne inspiration; occasionally the Gothic Revival provides a source.
Folk Victorian was prevalent from 1870 to 1910, the era when railroad expansion
allowed shipping of tools and equipment necessary for the Ilextra's". It is also

,~

reasonable to think that the first owner had seen many different residential styles
during his career in carpentry and that he might have combined what he liked best.
The beauty and character that was intended for this house in 1906 remains apparent
for all to see today.

326 McClure Avenue, Elgin

Interior Features
The interior of the home at 326 McClure Avenue has many of the original, or what can
be assumed original, details that call to the early 1900's era. The detail that I noticed
when first stepping into the home was the eight inch tall baseboards throughout the
main floor, excluding the 1989 sunroom addition. Following the trim around and up is
the casing around most interior doors and room transitions. The detail of the intricate
carvings and craftsmanship is understated but regal as the top of the doorways are
dressed in this manner throughout.
Pocket doors and original hand holds lead into the parlor and den, now used as a family
room and office.The front bay window has a decorative addition to tie into the other
~

original stained glass around the home. A transom draws the eye up yet again in the
office with gold coloring, not to be overshadowed by another transom to a main floor
bedroom. A third transom is highlighted as you are welcomed into the kitchen from
the north side porch. This one is truly bold in a royal blue coloring and lends its
inspiration to the recently updated kitchen.
An addition to the home off the main floor kitchen was done in 1989, unfortunately
replacing a third original porch. Now, a true sunroom with walls of windows with
southern exposure, it is currently used as the dining room with French doors leading to
the deck.

326 McClure Avenue, Elgin
Interior Features, pg 2

The home's interior went through an overhaul in 2010 by then owner Brian Winkler.
He stayed true to these attributes of the house to maintain its charisma but updated
the kitchen, bathrooms and the innards of the home to be functional for years to come.
I wish I could say there are original floors, but there is new updated hardwood
throughout.
In the 2010 renovation, by all records, this two-flat became a single family home again.

I was unable to decipher when it was transitioned into a two-flat originally, except that
it may have been when owners Tore and Virginia Thelander owned it from 1951 to
1979. This was the first I saw in township assessor records the listing of a oneapartment upstairs.
The stairs are in the back of the home, just off the north porch entrance. It is very
interesting that this is the original placement, as far as my research can tell, and would
have made it easy for a separate entrance to an upstairs apartment.
Upstairs the gabled roof lines lend to eye catching ceiling lines in each of the upstairs
bedrooms. Two full bathrooms upstairs make this home ready for today's family life.

326 McClure Avenue, Elgin

Building Alterations
Building alterations since 1906 have been traced through Elgin Planning Department permits
and through alley maps from the Tax Extension Office (attached)
1989

Addition of 10x18 sunroom on south side of home

1998

Driveway redone

1997/1998

Back alley taken out

2008

Roof

2010

Garage demolition

2010

Major renovation: conversion from two-flat to single family dwelling; new
drywall, new plumbing, electric, windows & HVAC

2013

New garage built

It is unknown when the brick was painted, but it has been at least since 1991per next door
neighbor Marlene Vanderwalker.

326 McClure Avenue, Elgin

Resources
Kane County Recorder of Deeds

documentation for chain of ownership
deeds

Ci ty of Elgin Planning Dept.

Certificate of Occupancy - cannot decipher date
copies of Sanborn maps(1913 & 1930) noting
1906 date
copies of building permits
copy ofJ. Walaitis' building permit for
330 McClure (326 at that time)

Elgin Township Assessor

notes from Thelander regarding 2 flat status

Kane County tax extension office

copy of maps 1997/98 showing alley taken away

Elgin Historical Society

two visits here proved helpful
Copy of 1920 Realtor sheet

The Gail Borden Library and staff were an invaluable resource, including:
Census records

1910, 1930, 1940

Elgin City Directories

1900, 1903, 1905, 1907, 1935, 1942, 1943, 1946,
1947, 1948, 1949, 1951, 1971,1972, 1973

Sanborn maps

maps did not cover the area of 326 McClure

Elgin local newspapers

obituaries for Lena, Ella and Lillie
(did not find one for August)
reviews of local construction 1903 - 1907
(nothing found for Podewils on McClure)

Illinois/City of Elgin Death Index

found date of death for August, Lena, Mabel, Edna,
Ella and Joseph

~

326 McClure Avenue, Elgin

Copies of documents obtained during research (attached)
Original deed
Sale of Lots 4 & 5 in McClure's 3rd Addition to Elgin, Illinois
Dated 6/24/1893, finla McClure (a widower) to August Podewils for $785
Includes$350 mortgage from August Podewils to Vincent McClure
Certificate of Occupancy and Compliance - unreadable
1920 Realtor photocopy
1913 & 1950 Sanborn maps
Printed from the City Planning Department
Indicates 1906 building date
Original deed
Sale of North 58 ft of Lot 4, McClure's 3rd Addition to Elgin, Illinois
Dated 11/30/1940, August and Lena Podewils to Joseph F. and Ella C. Walaitis
,~

Application for proposed construction for 330 McClure Avenue(Lot 4) by]osephWalaitis
1950 Sanborn map showing change of addresses
1997/98 maps from Tax Extension Office noting back alley taken out
Obituary dated 10/29/1951 in Elgin Daily Courier News for Lena Podewils
Obituary dated1/10/2002 in Elgin Daily Courier News for Ella Walaitis
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Ella C. Walaitis, 96, formerly of Elgin,
passed away January 8, 2002. Born
January 18, 1905 and daughter of the
late August and (nee Podewils)
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ELGIN HERITAGE COMMISSION SEARS, ROEBUCK MAIL ORDER HOME
PLAQUE
Compiled by Rebecca Hunter July 2019
Proposed guidelines for inclusion in the plaque program
I.Historic significance
Guildelines the same as for historic plaque, with the addition of a statement
about the historic importance of mail order homes
II. Architectrual significance: see below
III. Building maintenance
Guildelines the same as for historic plaque
_______________________________________________________
II. Architectrual significance:
Definition of a mail order home:
Advertised in a mail order catalog
Plan and materials come from the mail order company
Sold as plans and precut framing boards, or as plans and bulk lumber
Visual identification alone has proved to be insufficient to positively identify a
mail order house. Typically, mail order home designs were copied from the most
popular styles of a given year. Most had no outstanding or unusual features which
made them obviously different from any other home built during the same time
period. Identical styles, construction materials and technologies were used.
Proof of Sears origin
1.The house usually looks like a catalog image.
2. Part numbers can be seen post-construction, stamped in ink or handwritten on
structural boards such as joists, rafters, stair treads and risers, and wall studs.
3. Mortgage financing from Sears
4. Depression era re-possession of a home by Sears
5. Blueprints
6. Order forms or other correspondence
Evidence of probable Sears origin
1.Exterior details match those shown in mail order catalogs
2. Exterior dimensions plus or minus 12”, location of doors and windows,
configuration, stylistic detail
3. Interior details that match those shown in mail order catalogs
Floor plan
Room dimensions plus or minus 6”
Hardware, door and window designs, built in cabinets, original light
fixtures match those in Sears catalogs

Shipping labels on trim or framing boards.
Alterations deemed acceptable for approval of the application
include:
1.Original alterations from the plan shown in the catalog:
Reverse plan from left to right
Exterior cladding of clapboard, stucco, brick, cedar shingle
Substitute porch from another plan (25 N Melrose)
Remove or add an external fireplace chimney
Move, change size, remove or add a window
Add a room

2. Subsequent alterations:
Aluminum or vinyl horizontal siding
Porch enclosure
Discrete additions to the side or rear of the building which do not obscure
the original architecture
Attach a garage
Alterations deemed unacceptable
Vertical siding
Mid-century or later siding style
Adding a story
Additions which obscure the original architecture
Other considerations
Custom design Sears homes, while rare, do occur. There is at least one in Elgin
(2251 W. Highland). Custom design was part of the Sears Modern Home program
in the late 1920s and early 1930s. Therefore, there is justification for including
these in the plaque program, although their images may not occur in any Modern
Homes catalogs.

VISUAL EXAMPLES

1924 Sears Modern Homes Catalog
PROPOSED ACCEPTABLE EXAMPLES

Elgin IL. No trellis

Elgin IL original brick cladding

Elgin IL porch screened

PROPOSED UNACCEPTABLE EXAMPLES

Elgin IL porch enclosed, windows replaced, diagonal siding

Lombard IL 2nd story matching original architeture

Wilmette IL major additions

1928 Catalog

PROPOSED ACCEPTABLE EXAMPLES

Villa Park IL rear addition

Elgin IL porch enclosed

PROPOSED UNACCEPTABLE EXAMPLES

Naperville IL porch enclosed, large dormer addition

Elgin IL added second story

PROPOSED ACCEPTABLE EXAMPLES

Mechanicsville IA no alterations

Elgin IL no porch trellis

University Hts OH fence added

Elgin IL original side addition; porch altered

PROPOSED UNACCEPTABLE EXAMPLES

Elgin IL original addition, mid-century siding

Kenilworth IL added 2nd story

Ann Arbor MI porch enclosed, added 2nd story

THE FOLLOWING PAGES ARE INTENDED TO BE OFFERED THE PLAQUE
APPLICANTS IN ORDER TO ASSIST THEM IN PREPARING THE
APPLICATION.

ELGIN HISTORICAL SEARS PLAQUE PROGRAM
SUGGESTED DOCUMENTATION FOR SEARS HOUSES
EXAMPLE OF STATEMENT OF VALUE
This house was ordered from the Sears Roebuck and Company catalog, and built
in
. The Sears model is
This model was marketed between
19 and 19 . Original cost of parts was approximately
. See attached
reproduction of the Sears catalog page for details
Between 1908 and 1940, Sears Roebuck and Company marketed over 450
different models of homes by mail order catalog. All the parts needed to build the
house were shipped by rail to the nearest railway station. Because Elgin was on a
main railroad, experienced significant growth during the years Sears sold homes,
and had a large working-class population, a large number of Sears homes are
located here.
Parts for a typical home filled two boxcars. For a precut kit, the framing
boards were numbered, and instructions and blueprints were provided. For a
non-precut house, lumber was provided in bulk. Cost of the houses ranged from
$146.25 for a 2 room vacation cottage (no bath) in 1911, to $5,927 for a 2.5 story,
8 room, 2.5 bath 1921 copy of George Washington's Cambridge Massachusetts
residence.
Designs included single family cottages, bungalows, and two-story houses,
three-story mansions, farmhouses, barns and agricultural outbuildings, duplexes,
and four-flats.
Architectural styles included Victorianesque, Arts and Crafts (Craftsman),
American foursquare, Colonial Revival, Dutch Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival,
and Split-level Ranch.
An estimated 65- 70,000 of these "Modern Homes" were sold nationwide. There
was a Modern Homes district sales office in Elgin, at 55 S Grove St in the Notting
Building. Since Sears no longer has records of these sales, the locations of most of
these homes, which constitute an important part of the nation's architectural
heritage, are unknown.
This is one of over 200 Sears homes located in Elgin. Identifying and
documenting it contriutes not only to the architectural history of Elgin but also to
that of the nation.

The Sears origin of this house has been documented by:
_____ Sears part numbers on beams or rafters.

_____ shipping labels
_____ blueprints
_____ other papers from Sears
_____ oral history - details listed below:
Enclosed are:
City of Elgin Heritage Commission Plaque information booklet
Plaque application form
Statement of value for a Sears home
Gail Borden Library's information on researching a house in Kane County
Complete the application form. You are welcome to use any or all of the enclosed
"statement of value for a Sears home"
In addition, you will need to obtain proof of the actual year of construction of
your house from the Kane County Recorder of Deeds in Geneva, either by an online search or by visiting the office.
You may also want to consult the old Elgin city directories in the Gail Borden
Library or Elgin History Museum to determine all the previous owners of your
house. The directory has an alphabetical listing by street name, which will tell you
the name of the occupant. If you then look this name up in the directory, you can
learn the occupant's spouse's name, occupation, and names of any children high
school age or older who still live there. Library genealogical sources reveal family
members, parentage, dates and locations of birth and death, marriage and
military records. Elgin History Museum holds probate records for Kane County
and Elgin Courier News morgue files. Sanborn Fire Insurance maps and City of
Elgin permit applications indicate date of construction (after 1928), building
alterations and maintenance.
Submit the application, a photograph of the house, and the $15 application fee to
the City of Elgin department of Historic Preservation.
Further information is available on my web site www.kithouse.org
SEARCHING FOR SEARS PART NUMBERS
If your house was built from a Sears kit, the framing boards were numbered. The
part numbers are stamped on the wood in dark blue or black ink, near the ends of
the boards. They are usually on the wider surface (i.e. on a 2 x 4 look on the 4"
sides). Early Sears part numbers consist of a capital letter followed by one or
more numbers, for example, "A159". Later, 2-digit numbers separated by a
hyphen (eg. 12-35) were used.

Part numbers are most easily seen under the basement stairs on the treads, risers
and stringers, on the floor joists, or in unfinished attic spaces on rafters. Inside
the walls, numbers are found on wall studs. Because the numbers have usually
faded over the years, you will most likely need a strong flashlight.
After construction, numbers are not visible on every board, so do not get
discouraged if it takes more than a few minutes to locate one. If your house was
built before 1915, it was not a precut kit and there will be no part numbers. The
absence of visible part numbers does not prove that it is not a Sears kit house,
since early homes were not kits, and not every buyer opted for the precut kit.
If you would like to see a photograph of a part number, or if you would like
assistance in the search, please call me!
Rebecca Hunter
903 Cedar Avenue
Elgin Illinois 60120
847 697-4551
rebeccahunter1216@gmail.com

