ELGIN HERITAGE COMMISSION
Tuesday, October 1, 2019
7:00pm
City Council Chambers, 2nd Floor North Tower
150 Dexter Court, Elgin, IL 60120
AGENDA

A. Call Meeting to Order and Roll Call
B. Approval of Minutes
1. September 3, 2019

C. Recognize Persons Present
D. Plaque Applications
1. 1183 Cedar Avenue
2. 820 N. Spring Street

E. Old Business
1. Reports from Neighborhood Groups on Heritage Related Activities
2. 2019 Elgin Heritage Commission Goals
a. Historic Resources Survey
b. Elgin Historic District and Landmark Design Guidelines
c. Update to requirements for Heritage and Sears Plaque applications

F. New Business
1. Plaque Replacement:
a. 1024 Bellevue Avenue
b. 414 N. Spring Street
c. 217 Lincoln Avenue

G. Other Business
H. Adjournment
THE CITY OF ELGIN IS SUBJECT TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990.
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES WHO PLAN TO ATTEND THIS MEETING AND WHO REQUIRED CERTAIN
ACCOMMODATIONS IN ORDER TO ALLOW THEM TO OBSERVE AND/OR PARTICIPATE IN THIS MEETING, OR WHO
HAVE QUESTIONS REGARDING THE ACCESSIBILITY OF THE MEETING OR THE FACILITIES, ARE REQUESTED TO
CONTACT THE HUMAN RESOURCES DEPARTMENT, ADA COORDINATOR AT (847) 931-5620 {TDD (847) 931-5616}
PROMPTLY TO ALLOW THE CITY OF ELGIN TO MAKE REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS FOR THOSE PERSONS.

City of Elgin
Elgin Heritage Commission
September 3, 2019
Proposed Minutes
A. The meeting of the Elgin Heritage Commission was called to order at 7:01 p.m. in the First
Floor Conference Room – South Tower by Chairman John Wiedmeyer.
1. Members Present:

Brian Anderson, Len Govednik, Rebecca Hunter, John Marston,
John Regan, George Rowe, and John Wiedmeyer

2. Members Absent:

Scott Savel, Steven Thoren

3. City Staff Present:

Christen Sundquist, Historic Preservation Planner

B. Approval of Minutes:
1. A motion was made by Commissioner Anderson to approve the August 6, 2019 minutes
as amended. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Rowe.
The motion passed unanimously.
C. Recognize Persons Present: Christina Gonzales (Downtown Neighborhood Association)
D. Plaque applications:
1. 265 Douglas Avenue – The plaque nomination received the following average scores:
Historic Significance 6.83; Architectural Significance: 6.50; Current Maintenance: 6.83.
A motion was made by Commissioner Rowe to approve awarding the plaque for the
property with the inscription that would read N. & S. (Nelson & Sarah) Rogers, c. 1884.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Anderson.
The motion passed 6-0-1 (Hunter abstained).
2. 263-267 Douglas Avenue – The plaque nomination received the following average
scores: Historic Significance 8.17; Architectural Significance: 7.00; Current Maintenance:
6.33.
A motion was made by Commissioner Anderson to approve awarding the plaque for the
property with the inscription that would read The Howie Flats, 1910.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Marston.
The motion passed 6-0-1 (Hunter abstained).
3. 269-271 Douglas Avenue – The plaque nomination received the following average
scores: Historic Significance 8.00; Architectural Significance: 7.00; Current Maintenance:
7.17.
A motion was made by Commissioner Rowe to approve awarding the plaque for the
property with the inscription that would read The McBride Flats, 1892.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Regan.
The motion passed 6-0-1 (Hunter abstained).
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E. Old Business
1. Reports from Neighborhood Groups on Heritage Related Activities
a. Commissioner Rowe gave an update on the work at the Nancy Kimball House (302
W. Chicago Street) noting that the rough electrical was completed and that a
representative of Restoric, LLC came to take field measurements of the door opening
to begin creating an overall design and shop drawings of the front door entry. He
also noted that the mason, John Crowe, is making his way across the south elevation
and is now working on the lintels.
b. Commissioner Anderson reported that he spoke with Betsy Couture regarding the
Mason and Lawrence Silo and that it is currently owned by a preservation minded
property owner who has done a lot of work in Dundee, IL. Commissioner Regan
noted that he has that individual’s contact information and will send him some
history about the silo and its importance in Elgin of which will be provided by
Commissioner Hunter.
2. 2019 Elgin Heritage Commission Goals
a. Historic Resources Survey
No update.
b. Elgin Historic District and Landmark Design Guidelines
Staff stated that she is continually working on the update to the guidelines and will
provide the Commission updates on her progress.
c. Update to requirements for Heritage and Sears Plaque applications
The Commission reviewed the recommendations for the change in the review of
Sears Plaque applications and have asked Staff to update a scoring sheet of which
Commissioner Hunter will assist. This will be presented to the commission at their
next meeting.
F. New Business
1. December Plaque Awards – Tuesday, December 3, 2019
Staff noted that she has reserved the Elgin History Museum space on the second floor
for the December Plaque awards. There will be a potential of nine plaques that will be
given for the ceremony. Commissioner Marston noted that he is interested in staff’s
presentation on solar panels on historic structures and asked if she would be the
lecturer for that night. Chairman Wiedmeyer noted that this would be timely since the
Design Review Subcommittee recently received a solar panel installation request on the
First Congregational Church at 256 E. Chicago Street.
2. Funding Request – Downtown Neighborhood Association
The Commissioners reviewed the proposal for the funding request for the DNA-Design
Committee to purchase materials to be used for the preservation and re-cataloguing of
the Crocker Theater façade pieces that are sitting in an open lot on wood pallets. The
DNA-Design Committee is organizing an event day where volunteers could help move
the pieces onto plastic pallets, banding them and then covering them with a protective
material. The Commissioners were questioning the methodology of the protection of
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the pieces and asked staff to get more information from the group.
A motion was made by Commissioner Anderson to approve the funding request of $500
to the Downtown Neighborhood Association for the purchase of protective materials for
the Crocker Theater façade pieces.
The motion was amended by Commissioner Regan to insert the phrase “and for the
submission of a report of the cataloguing efforts and the means and methods for the
protection of the material to the Elgin Heritage Commission.”
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Rowe.
The motion passed unanimously.
G. Other Business
1. The Commissioners discussed the upcoming events for September.

H. Adjournment
A motion was made by Commissioner Rowe to adjourn the meeting. The motion was
seconded by Commissioner Regan and passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at
8:53 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Christen Sundquist, Historic Preservation Planner
Community Development Department
Approved:

ELGIN HERITAGE COMMISSION
BUILDING PLAQUE APPLICATION
Applicant Information
Name: Kathleen and Frank Salvatini
Street address: 1183 Cedar Avenue
City, State, Zip: Elgin IL 60120

email: fgsalvatini@gmail.com
Daytime phone:

Nominated Property Information
Name of District:
Architectural significance rating:
Name of Property:
Address of Property:
Current owner:
Owner’s address:
Original owner: Donald W. and Lucille N. Leverenz
Date of construction: 1937
Architect (if known):
Builder (if known): Paul Marxen
Legal description: Lot 10 in Block 6 of Riverside Park Addition to Elgin
Required Documentation:
Check if attached:
__x__ Current photographs
__x__ Statement of Value
__x__ Building Alterations

Signature of owner __________________________________
Date _____________________

Statement of Value
1. Historical Value
This 1937 home in the Riverside Park Addition to Elgin was built at a cost of
$7500 for Donald (1907-1991) and Lucille (1905-2001) Leverentz. Riverside Park
was platted in 1890, bounded on the south by Congdon Avenue, on the east by
Dundee Avenue, on the north by W. A. Pratt’s farmland and on the west by Cedar
Avenue.
Donald was born in Elgin to Samuel J. and Elfrieda M. Leverenz. The family lived
at 439 Morgan Street for many years. After Donald and Lucile married, they lived
at 266 Oak Street before building 1183 Cedar Avenue. They lived at 316 S. State in
1948, and at 107 Mallery in 1960. They had a daughter, Julianne, born in 1942.
Donald worked at Elgin National Watch Factory for forty-one years, starting in
the shipping department in 1924 after graduating from Elgin High School. Two
years later, he enrolled in Elgin Watchmakers College, graduating after two years.
He then worked in the service department and the timing room before being
promoted to Chief Watchmaker. Articles about Leverenz appeared in the watch
factory publication “The Watchword” in February of 1950 and February of 1953.
During the Civil War, the National Watch Factory Company of Chicago was
founded by watchmakers from American Watch Factory at Waltham,
Massachusetts, who offered the factory to Elgin on the conditions that Elgin
dedicate a site of 35 acres for the factory and that Elgin residents would purchase
one-fourth ($25,000) of the company stock. Sited on 35 acres of the 171 acre
Dexter farm south of the city, a temporary wooden building three stories high was
erected in 1865. Seven watchmakers from Massachusetts began making tools and
machinery. By 1868, the 31,000 square foot facility was the largest watchmaking
facility in the country, producing 26,000 watch movements. By 1883, the
capacity had been doubled, resulting in a 175,000 square foot facility. In 1951, the
50-millionth watch movement was completed.
The watch factory payroll became the mainstay of Elgin’s economy. Employees
numbered 1100 by 1880, and by 1925 approximately one-fourth of Elgin’s
population was employed there. Then the military draft cut the labor force, and
production suffered. By 1944, most of the work force consisted of women. To find
new workers, a new plant was opened in Lincoln, Nebraska in 1945. Another was
built in South Carolina.
However, after World War II, watch production became dominated by the Swiss,
who provided 75% of watches sold in America. Employment in American watch
factories declined from 10,000 workers in 1948 to 4000 in 1954. The non-jeweled
Timex watch was introduced in 1950, so inexpensive that it could be discarded
rather than repaired. Unable to meet prices of the competition, the Elgin
National Watch factory closed and the plant was razed in 1966. The plant in
South Carolina was closed in 1967.
For additional details, please refer to E.C. Alft’s 1984 book, Elgin: An American
History.

After retiring, Donald and Lucille retired to Boca Raton, Florida, where they are
buried.
In 1946, the original owners sold the house to Bessie and Fred J. Wahlberg. Fred
(1894 or 1896-1988) was born in Sweden, and immigrated in 1917. He did
automobile repair at Phillips Auto Parts. Bessie Aileen Peterson Wahlberg (18991987) was born in Sycamore, Illinois. Her father Johan August Peterson was born
in Sweden; her mother Augusta Peterson was born in Illinois. She had a brother,
Elmer B. Peterson who was six years older. The Wahlbergs belonged to the
Swedish American Church.
In 1955, the house was sold to Dean Edward Parke, his wife Frances E. Parke and
his mother Frances M. Pickert Parke, a widow. Dean E. Parke, born in 1911, was
the son of Charles Dean Parke and Frances M. Parke. In 1930, they lived in
Aurora, Illinois with their two sons, Donald and Dean E. Dean then worked as a
bookkeeper at a bank. At the time he was drafted for World War II, Dean lived in
Baltimore, Maryland where he worked for Miller Bryant Pierce. Charles D.’s
father, Martin Thomas Parke, and mother, Mary Day Parke, were both born in
Pandora, Ohio where Martin was a clothing salesman. During the Civil War,
Martin served in the Ohio 12th Regiment cavalry.
Six years later, John and Margaret Ireland purchased the home. John was the
owner of Ireland Tool Sales Company in West Chicago, and Margaret was a
musician.
Margaret was born in South Elgin to Dr. Carl P. and Jesse M. Burns Struve. A
graduate of Elgin High School, Lake Forest College and the American
Conservatory of music, she was also involved in the Public School Music
Program. A member of the American Guild of Organists, she played in a number
of local churches. She gave private piano lessons in her home for the next thirtyeight years, belonged to Elgin Musicians Club and directed the Six Piano
Ensemble.
John was born in Washington D. C. on January 13, 1911 to John H. and Elizabeth
McCauley Ireland. Before coming to Elgin, he worked at Atrax Company in
Connecticut, and for Headley Company in Cleveland, Ohio. He was a member of
Episcopal Church of the Redeemer in Elgin, and served as church treasurer.
The current owner happened upon the house at a 1996 estate sale. Kathleen
Salvatini is a collector of antiques. While looking at items available at the sale,
she began noticing the architectural features of the house, and fell in love. Upon
learning that the house was to be sold, she contacted her husband Frank, who left
his sickbed to come see the house. They quickly decided this was the ideal house
for them.

Frank, an addictions counselor, also has many other interests, including Harley
Davidson motorcycles, vintage comic books, and science fiction. Kathleen, a
phlebotomist by profession, is also an artist. Her painted gourds have appeared
in juried art shows.
Deed references Kane County Recorder
Book 969 p. 516 Lot 10 deed from Danielson and Dahlstrom to D. and L.
Leverenz
Book 1202 p. 256 deed from Leverenz to Wahlberg
Book 1959 p. 544 deed from Wahlberg to Dean Edward Parke, his wife
Frances E. Parke and his mother Frances M. Parke
Book 2016 p. 501 deed from Parke to Ireland
2. Architectural value
What could have been just another charming cottage was transformed into a
unique and utterly charming residence by the addition of a miniature Norman
style tower forming the vestibule of the house, and a large exterior chimney on
the front elevation. The stylistic term Minimal Traditional could be applied to
this home, which was built during the time period after the Great Depression and
before World War II. An economically challenged population turned from 1920s
Revival Styles to smaller, simple houses made visually interesting by the addition
of features from earlier styles. Notable is the use of skintled brick. This method of
brick-laying evolved in Chicago in the mid-1920s when architects realized that
common brick could be used as a design element. Random bricks are laid in such
a way that they project or recess slightly from the wall, giving a more organic
appearance. Forty-three homes in the Northeast Elgin Historical Survey of 1996
feature skintled brick.
One of the features that appears in French Eclectic Style architecture (1915-1945)
was the conical Norman tower, which was derived from 16th and 17th French
architecture as an element joining the house and barn on farms. This small house
differs from French Eclectic Revival homes, which were usually two stories with a
steeply pitched hipped roof, and the tower located in the junction between two
wings at ninety degrees to one another. Here, French Eclectic features are the
tower, the prominent chimney and the stone quoins around the door.
The massing and floor plan are typical of the popular Cape Cod homes built from
the late 1920s until 1940. The building is a 1.5 story side-gabled structure with a
hipped dormer on the front elevation and a wide shed dormer on the rear side of
the house. On the first floor are living room, dining room, kitchen, and a den or
bedroom. The central staircase leads to a hall, with the bathroom straight ahead
and a bedroom to either side. The entry on the north elevation is set into an
alcove, providing shelter from the weather.
Elmer Gylleck (1898-1989) was one of Elgin’s foremost resident architects. Born
in Blanchardville, Wisconsin, he came to Elgin with his family as a child in 1900.

After high school, Gylleck served in World War I. Upon his return, he studied
engineering and architecture in Chicago at Armour Institute (now Illinois
Institute of Technology) and at Ecole de Beaux Arts in Paris. After completing his
studies, he worked for several architectural firms in Chicago, contributing to the
construction of the Drake and Edgewater Beach hotels, and structures at the
University of Chicago. In 1924 he organized the Architectural Drafting Service in
Chicago. In the 1930s, he was the Chicago regional director of Architects Small
House Service Bureau (ASHSB). Because of this connection, a number of ASHSB
homes were built in Elgin. He started his own firm, Elmer Gylleck and Associates,
located in Elgin from 1945 until 1951. He built homes, schools and commercial
structures in Elgin, Wayne and the North Shore suburbs of Chicago. Elgin
buildings include homes at 32 River Bluff, 935 Douglas Avenue, 495 River Bluff,
and 382 Cedar Avenue, In the 1950s he published a number of plans for MidCentury Modern Style homes, which are available at Elgin History Museum.
In addition to his work as an engineer and architect, Gylleck. a man of many
talents, was a magician, ventriloquist, and photographer.
The lot was deeded to the Leverenz family in 1937 by Carl Danielson and John
Dahlstrom, local builders who built other homes in the Northeast neighborhood,
including 914 Cedar (1930), 929 Brook (1934), 932 Brook (941). Although they
owned the lot for 1183 Cedar, the building permit states that Paul Marxen was the
contractor.
This house was showcased in the 2002 Northeast Neighborhood “Homes for the
Holidays” tour, and in the 2015 Historic Elgin House Tour.
3. Building Alterations
A tool shed was added to the garage in 1960. The sunporch on the south elevation
was added in 1961, and designed to be compatible with the original architecture.
The Salvatinis added a delightful patio area to the rear of the house.
Permits on file at the City of Elgin include:
1937: Certificate of occupancy
1938: Electrical inspection
1939: Residential card single family 1.5 story house with separate garage
1960: Tool shed addition to garage for Ireland
1961: Porch addition for Ireland - $700
1963: Installation of gas fired furnace
1965: Sidewalk replacement by City of Elgin
1979: Re-roof house and garage

Addenda
Current photos
Photo from July 1960 pre-sunroom
Building permit 1937
Building report October 12, 1937
Deed 1937
Subdivision plat
Survey
City directory pages
Biographical information
Leverenz article Watchword February 1950
Obituary John Ireland
Obituary Margaret Ireland
Photo Margaret Ireland Courier News 11/18/1953
Photo John Ireland Courier News 6/3/1958

West elevation

Tower and chimney

North entrance

Sunporch on the south elevation

Garage

1960 photograph

Courier News 11/18/1953 with photo of Margaret Ireland

Courier News article 6/3/1958 with photo of John Ireland

ELGIN HERITAGE COMMISSION
BUILDING PLAQUE APPLICATION
Applicant Information
Name: Monica Montoya and Reginaldo Corbo
Street address: 820 N. Spring Street
email: Ms.Monica.Montoya@gmail.com
City, State, Zip: Elgin IL 60120
Daytime phone: 714 317-8250
Nominated Property Information
Name of District: Spring-Douglas
Architectural significance rating: Contributing
Name of Property: Frederick C. Schurmeier House
Address of Property: 820 N. Spring Street, Elgin IL
Current owner: Monica Montoya
Owner’s address: 820 N. Spring Street
Original owner: Dr. Frederick C. and Marie C. Schurmeier
Date of construction: 1903
Architect (if known): David Postle ?
Builder (if known):
Legal description: Lovell’s Grove Lot 7 in Block 11
Required Documentation:
Check if attached:
__x__ Current photos
__x__ Statement of Value
__x__ Building Alterations

Signature of owner __________________________________
Date _____________________

Statement of Value
Historical Value
The year-end building report in the Elgin Daily Courier of December 31, 1903
includes a “frame house” for Dr. Frederick Schurmeier, built at 820 N. Spring for
the sum of $2400.
The house stands in Elgin’s Spring-Douglas Historic District. Designated as a
local district in 1996 and listed on National Register of Historic Places in 2000,
the area is significant for the stylistic variety and high quality of its residential
architecture. Italianate, Queen Anne, Shingle Style, and Colonial Revival designs
predominate over the more vernacular types of houses. Ninety-six percent of
principal structures and eighty-six percent of secondary structures contribute to
the character of the district. The district is associated with people prominent in
Elgin’s early growth including company presidents, business owners, medical and
legal professionals, and elected officials.
Located in Elgin’s northeast neighborhood, which developed over 150 years from
the original claims of two early settlers, Phineas J. Kimball and Vincent Lovell,
houses date from 1850 through 1976. The southern part of the district, originally
Kimball property, includes 19th century vernacular housing build for working
class families alongside larger homes of professionals, while the section north of
Jefferson Street, Vincent Lovell’s land, contains primarily the large homes of
prosperous residents. The 1881 extension of the Douglas Avenue street railway
from Kimball Street north to Slade Avenue made the district easily accessible to
Elgin’s growing population.
For further information. Please refer to the introduction to the 2000
documentation for the Spring-Douglas Historic District.
The Schurmeiers moved to the new house there from 480 Columbia Street.
Frederick was an M.D., and held the position of City Physician, overseeing health
issues in Elgin.
Born in 1872 Frederick Conrad lived in Haubstadt, Indiana with his parents,
Henry Schurmeier Jr. and Mary A. Gublie Schurmeier, both of whom were born
in Germany. His grandfather, Henry Sr. also lived in Haubstadt. The 1910 census
shows Frederick C., Marie and their two sons LeRoy and Fred living at 820 N.
Spring Street in Elgin. Marie (Mary Catherine) was born in 1879 and buried at
Bluff City Cemetery in 1962.
After moving from 820 N. Spring, the Schurmeier family remained in the
neighborhood. In 1922 they build a house at 849 Douglas, where Marie lived after
her husband’s death in 1941 until she moved at an apartment at 400 Douglas
Avenue in 1945. At the time of his death in 1941. Dr. Schurmeier was living with
his wife Marie C. at 849 Douglas, son LeRoy H. lived at 922 N. Spring Street, and
son Frederick A. was at 1025 N. Spring. According to Kane County probate
records, Frederick C.’s estate in 1941 consisted of $10,000 in personal property

and an unimproved lot in Dade County, Florida. The home at 849 Douglas was
deeded to Marie in 1928. His heirs were wife Marie and his two sons.
In 1923, Emma and David Rovelstad purchased the house from Dr. Schurmeier,
mortgaging it for $4000. In 1927, they borrowed $3500. David Theodore
Rovelstad (1882-1934) was born in Illinois to Andrew and Inge Rovelstad, who
were both born in Norway. David was a jeweler, optician and optometrist. Emma
L. Rippberger, born in 1884, married David on April 19, 1909.
In 1910, the Rovelstads lived at 371 Walnut; in 1920 they were at 229 Moseley.
The 1930 census shows Emma and David at 820 N. Spring Street with two
children, Richard age 19 and Muriel age 16. Another son, David Jr. was born in
1910 and died a year later.
Rovelstads came to Elgin from Norway in 1869. Five branches of their ancestors
remain here. Brothers Peder and Sigvart Rovelstad left the family homestead
north of Oslo, arriving in Elgin in 1869, finding jobs at the Elgin National Watch
Company. Between 1882 and 1886 four more brothers, Andrew, Hans, Erik and
Theodore also moved to Elgin. Sigvart died in 1871, and Hans moved to Ohio in
the early 1890s. The four remining brothers prospered and raised 27 children in
Elgin, including renowned sculptor Trygve Rovelstad. Many of them worked at
the watch factory: Erik for 34 years, his son Carl Arthur for 45 years and his
grandson Edgar for 46 years. Peder and Andrew opened a jewelry store in
downtown Elgin in 1883 where four generations of Rovelstads, including David,
worked before it closed in 1959.
Peder and Andrew were among the 1882 founders of Zion Scandinavian Church
on Griswold Street. Peder was a deacon and the first organist; Andrew directed
the choir for 30 years and was succeeded by his son David.
For a detailed account of Rovelstads in Elgin, please refer to E. C. Alft’s book
Days Gone By.
In 1954, Emma Rovelstad sold the house to Edna M. Stephens. The house then
remained in the Stephens family until 2001. Before moving to 820 N. Spring,
Edna Mae Stephens lived at 351 St Charles Street with husband Willie, son Wildis
A. (Wildie) born in 1933 and daughter Lois M. born in 1935. Edna worked as a
nurse at Sherman Hospital, and was promoted to Supervisor by 1956. Wildie, a
mechanic by trade, moved to 820 with his mother. In 1959, she transferred title
to the property to him.
After the Stephens family lived in the house for forty-seven years, Mark Stephens
sold it to John McCarthy, who sold it to the current owners in 2018. Newlyweds
Monica Montoya and Reginaldo Corbo are delighted with their home in the heart
of Elgin’s Northeast neighborhood.
The house is listed in Stephen Stroud’s book There Used to Be volume 3.

Deed references
Book 430 p. 406-07 1903 warranty deed Blanchard and Follett to Schurmeier
$1000
Book 437 p. 116 1903 Schurmeier mortgage for $800
Book 691 p. 530 1923 trust deed Rovelstad $4000
Book 852 p. 417 1927 mortgage Rovelstad $3500
Book 1722 p. 89 1954 mortgage Stephens $6000
Doc. #2001K043322 2001 Mark Stephens to John McCarthy
Doc. #2018K000147 2018 McCarthy to Monica Montoya
Architectural value
This house sided in clapboard and shingle is an early example of the Arts and
Crafts style bungalow, which enjoyed popularity for only a limited time period
from c.1915 to c.1929. The Arts and Crafts movement was a reaction to the overlyelaborate designs of the Queen Anne era, introducing a simpler and practical
home that was nonetheless charming. Associated with the new designs was the
furniture designer and publisher Gustav Stickley (1858-1942) who was a
proponent of the American Craftsman Style, an offshoot of the British Arts and
Crafts Movement. In addition to designing and marketing new handmade
furniture designs, Stickley published The Craftsman magazine to promote the
Arts and Crafts philosophy of simplicity, honesty in construction and truth to
materials. His furniture designs were popularly referred to as “Mission Style”.
The magazine also offered building plans for homes.
Arts and crafts features are later seen in the work of the renowned Prairie Style
architect Frank Lloyd Wright and much later in the Mid-Century Modern
Contemporary Style designs.
According to A Field Guide to American Houses (McAlester), the one-and-a-half
story home with a side-gabled roof featuring a centered gabled dormer and a
deep full width open front porch is representative of about one-third of all of
Craftsman style homes built nationwide, dominating Craftsman architecture in
the Midwest and Northeast.
Features seen almost exclusively on examples dating from 1900-1915 include
one-over one sash windows, full height glass front door, Colonial porch columns
and the large front parlor window with beveled glass decoration. Not found here
are later Arts and Crafts features such as multi-paned and grouped windows,
exterior chimney, paneled glass front door, eave brackets and exposed rafter tails.
The pedimented front dormer with its polygonal window under a gabled roof is
an uncommon feature on an Arts and Crafts Style house, most of which have nonpedimented gabled roofs with a grouping of two or three windows. The cut-away
window is reminiscent of Victorian era architecture, for example, architect
George F. Barber’s 1891 plan #49 has a more elaborate version of this dormer
[See addenda] as do several homes in Elgin such as 875 and 908 Larkin Street.
115 N Commonwealth is a mirror image of 820 N. Spring Street [see addenda].

The 2000 historical survey suggests the house may have been designed by Elgin
architect David Postle. Incontrovertible evidence, however, is lacking.
Permits on file with the City of Elgin include:
1939: Residential card indicating a 1.5 story single-family home with accessory
structure
1939: electrical installation of 40 outlets
1939: re-roof with composite shingle
1975: re-roof
1978: inspection - old barn needs repair or demolition
Building Alterations
The property does not appear on the 1897 or 1903 Sanborn Fire Insurance maps.
It remains unchanged from its appearance on the 1913-1950 maps. A second
outbuilding was added on the southwest part of the lot c.2013.

Addenda
Current photo
c. 1960 real estate photograph
Architectural Survey
Deeds
Building report
City directory pages
Sanborn Maps
George F. Barber plan #49
Photo 115 N Commonwealth Elgin IL

East elevation

Southeast elevation

c. 1960 photo courtesy of Elgin History Museum

Dormer

Coach house

2013 garage

Historical survey 1995

1903 Deed

1903 mortgage

Building report 1903

1913 Sanborn map

1950 Sanborn map

G. F. Barber Plan #49 1891

115 N. Commonwealth, Elgin IL

Scoring Guidelines for Sears Plaque Applications - Proposed
Introduction
The Elgin Heritage Commission Sears Plaque program recognizes buildings that were built as
“Mail-Order” homes. There are a large number of “kit” or “catalog” homes in Elgin. These
buildings were originally constructed using precut lumber and other materials largely supplied
by a single source. The buildings were marketed through catalogs and sold by Sears, Roebuck
and Company and other firms. The Heritage Commission plaque program recognizes these
homes with a special plaque that documents the name of the original owner, the date of
construction and the model name.
The following guidelines help to delineate the criteria used to evaluate a building and merit
receiving the special status of being awarded a Sears, Roebuck and Company plaque.

Scoring Guidelines
The scoring guidelines use four indices to assess an application. These cover the following
considerations:
1. Proof of Sears origin
a. The house usually looks like a catalog image.
b. Part numbers can be seen post-construction, stamped in ink or handwritten on
structural boards such as joists, rafters, stair treads and risers, and wall studs.
c. Mortgage financing from Sears
d. Depression era re-possession of a home by Sears
e. Blueprints
f. Order forms or other correspondence
2. Architectural Considerations
3. Historical Considerations
4. Maintenance Considerations
The firs index will be awarded a yes or no; If yes, the following indices have a point scale from 0
to 10.
To receive a plaque, an applicant must have proof of Sears origin and score 6 or higher on
each of the following indices.

Proof of Sears, Roebuck and Company origin
Yes or No. If yes, continue to other scoring criteria.

Architectural Considerations
10 - A superior example of Sears, Roebuck and Company Kit Home. The key elements of the
home match the catalog image including the: original configuration, original windows and doors,
siding, porch, trellis, chimney, eave brackets, columns, stylistic detail and historic colors. There
is no, or very little, evidence of architectural details, or other features (such as antennas, mail
boxes, storm doors/windows, gutters/down spouts, etc.) that are inconsistent with the original
appearance of the building. From the exterior, the building appears to be in original, as built,
condition.
8 - A good example of a Sears, Roebuck and Company kit home. Alterations may be present
but do not substantially obscure or compromise the original design of the building. Examples of
these alternations may include additions or changes to the porches that are not consistent with
the original design; Use of substitute siding in soffits and fascia; Use of substitute siding if the
look and the exposure of the siding matches the original siding look/exposure and other details,
such as corner boards, window/door moldings, etc. are present and appropriate to the original
design of the building.
6 - A reasonable example of a Sears, Roebuck and Company kit home. Alterations are present
but do not entirely compromise the original design. Examples of these alterations include the
installation of aluminum or vinyl horizontal siding with non-original exposure, porch enclosure,
discrete additions to the side or rear of the building that do not obscure the original architect or
the construction of an attached garage.
4 - A fair example of a Sears, Roebuck and Company kit home. Alterations are present that are
noticeable additions such as second stories, and those that obscure architectural features and
form that detract the overall integrity of the home. The design or application of substitute siding
is not consistent with that used when the building was constructed. For example, mid-century or
later siding styles that have excessively wide exposures, or ship-lap, or board and batten profiles.
2 - A poor example of a Sears, Roebuck and Company kit home. The building has subsequent
additions and alterations which are not consistent with the age of the building or have obscured
many of the original architectural details where it no longer appears as a kit home.

Historical Considerations
10 - A building associated with one or more individuals who played a leading role in Elgin’s
history (e.g., significant community leaders, business persons, artists, educators,
builders/tradesmen, etc.)
8 - A building associated with one or more persons who were representative of Elgin’s history
but may not merit individual attention in an historical account, (e.g., watch workers, early
settlers, small business operators, professionals, minor community leaders, etc.). Or, a building
which was the site of one or more minor historic events.
6 - A building that is typical of the era in which it was constructed, or representative of larger
developments (e.g., a home in specific subdivision or area which was developed more or less as
a whole). Or, a building that was associated with one family for a long period of time. Or, a
building that has some association with the city’s identity (e.g. in a prominent or landmark
location).
4 - A building which contributes only to a small degree to the larger historical context of the
area in which it exists.
2 - A building not associated with any of the historical or cultural conditions above. Or, while
of an age eligible to receive a plaque, exists in isolation from a larger historical context (e.g., an
in fill building from an era different than its surrounding structures).
Maintenance Considerations
10 - An exceptionally well maintained building showing virtually no signs of deterioration or in
need of immediate maintenance or care. The surrounding landscape is also well maintained and
complimentary to the building.
8 - A very well maintained building that may show some minor indications of needing periodic
maintenance, such as, touch up paint, small scale tuck pointing, very minor carpentry work, etc.
The surrounding landscape is nicely maintained.
6 - An adequately maintained building that may be in need of periodic maintenance such as
minor painting, simple carpentry work, or repair/replacement of some secondary features such as
gutters, screens, smaller size decorative elements which do not greatly detract from the overall
appearance of the building. The surrounding landscape is adequately maintained.
4 - A building noticeably in need of periodic maintenance which may include large areas of
faded or peeling paint, worn out stairs, porches, siding or roofs, broken windows or doors,
damaged or obviously missing architectural elements, etc. And/or, the surrounding landscape is
poorly maintained and is such a condition that it noticeably detracts from the building’s
appearances.
2 - A building in poor repair. One or more major areas needing immediate attention to prevent
further rapid deterioration of the overall structure. And/or, the landscaping is in very poor
condition, e.g. debris, overgrown vegetation, dead limbs or plants or large numbers of weeds.

ACCEPTABLE ALTERATIONS

1924 Sears Modern Homes Catalog

Elgin IL. No trellis

Elgin IL original brick cladding

Elgin IL porch screened

1928 Catalog

Villa Park IL rear addition

Elgin IL porch enclosed

Mechanicsville IA no alterations

Elgin IL no porch trellis

University Hts OH fence added

Elgin IL original side addition; porch altered

PROPOSED UNACCEPTABLE EXAMPLES

Naperville IL porch enclosed, large dormer addition

Elgin IL added second story

Elgin IL porch enclosed, windows replaced, diagonal siding

Lombard IL 2nd story matching original architecture

Wilmette IL major additions

Elgin IL original addition, mid-century siding

Kenilworth IL added 2nd story

Ann Arbor MI porch enclosed, added 2nd story

