ELGIN HERITAGE COMMISSION
Tuesday, June 16, 2020
7:00pm
City Council Chambers, 2nd Floor North Tower
150 Dexter Court, Elgin, IL 60120
AGENDA

A. Call Meeting to Order and Roll Call
B. Approval of Minutes
1. March 3, 2020

C. Recognize Persons Present
D. Plaque Applications
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

364 Division Street
112-114 N. Spring Street
377 Vincent Place
335 N. Commonwealth
955 Wing Street
120 Tennyson Court
Replacement Plaques
a. 384 Division Street
b. 363 Prairie street
c. 106 N. Porter Street

E. Old Business

1. Reports from Neighborhood Groups on Heritage Related Activities
2. 2020 Elgin Heritage Commission Goals
a. Historic Resources Survey
b. Spring-Douglas Historic District Walking Tour
c. Elgin Historic District and Landmark Design Guidelines
d. Mayor’s Awards for Preservation 2020
(a) Patrick Mueller and Eric Nalepka: For their sensitive rehabilitation of the
exterior and interior of 14-16 S. Chapel Street (Tabled on March 3, 2020).

F. New Business

1. Adopt Chamber 3.03.130 titled “Electronic Attendance at Meetings” of the Elgin
Municipal Code to allow for the Elgin Heritage Commission and the Design Review
Subcommittee of the Elgin Heritage Commission to attend meetings by electronic
means in accordance with the Illinois Open Meetings Act.
2. Historic Rehabilitation Grant Review – Review Date Discussion

G. Other Business

H. Adjournment
THE CITY OF ELGIN IS SUBJECT TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990.
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES WHO PLAN TO ATTEND THIS MEETING AND WHO REQUIRED CERTAIN
ACCOMMODATIONS IN ORDER TO ALLOW THEM TO OBSERVE AND/OR PARTICIPATE IN THIS MEETING, OR WHO
HAVE QUESTIONS REGARDING THE ACCESSIBILITY OF THE MEETING OR THE FACILITIES, ARE REQUESTED TO
CONTACT THE HUMAN RESOURCES DEPARTMENT, ADA COORDINATOR AT (847) 931-5620 {TDD (847) 931-5616}
PROMPTLY TO ALLOW THE CITY OF ELGIN TO MAKE REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS FOR THOSE PERSONS.

City of Elgin
Elgin Heritage Commission
March 3, 2020
Proposed Minutes
A. The meeting of the Elgin Heritage Commission was called to order at 7:01 p.m. in the City
Council Chambers by Chairman John Wiedmeyer.
1. Members Present:

Brian Anderson, Rebecca Hunter, John Marston, John Regan,
George Rowe, Scott Savel, Steve Thoren, and John Wiedmeyer

2. Members Absent:

Len Govednik

3. City Staff Present:

Christen Sundquist, Historic Preservation Planner

B. Approval of Minutes:
1. A motion was made by Commissioner Savel to approve the January 7, 2020 minutes as
submitted. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Hunter.
The motion passed unanimously.
C. Recognize Persons Present: None
D. Plaque applications:
1. None
E. Old Business
1. Reports from Neighborhood Groups on Heritage Related Activities
a. Commissioner Rowe noted that the work at 302 W. Chicago Street (Nancy Kimball
House) is progressing nicely. The building now has insulation, dry wall, electricity,
primed and is ready to be trimmed out. The upstairs bathroom is proposed to be
down by the end of March.
2. 2020 Elgin Heritage Commission Goals
a. Historic Resources Survey
No update.
b. Spring-Douglas Historic District Walking Tour
No update.
c. Elgin Historic District and Landmark Design Guidelines
No update.
F. New Business
1. Mayor’s Awards for Preservation 2020
a. Nomination Review – 12 nominations was submitted to the Commission for
consideration of a Mayor’s Award. Each of the nominations were discussed by the
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Commission based on the criteria for selection with the following individual action of
the Commission:
i.

ii.

iii.

iv.

v.

Downtown Neighborhood Association – Design Committee
For volunteering to restack, protect and catalog the Crocker Theater Façade
pieces for future use.
A motion was made by Commissioner Anderson to recommend the
nomination for a general Mayor’s Award.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Savel.
The motion passed unanimously.
Elgin Math and Science Academy
For restoring and rehabbing the Art Cabin (formerly the Bates Field House),
designed by Prairie School architect, John S. Van Bergen.
A motion was made by Commissioner Hunter to recommend the nomination
for a general Mayor’s Award.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Savel.
The motion passed unanimously.
Elgin History Museum
For installing a memorial marker at the Common Grave site for those Elgin
residents who were reburied at Bluff City Cemetery from the Old Channing
Cemetery in 1968. A tree and bench on this site were also installed in
memory of the late Steve Stroud.
A motion was made by Commissioner Thoren to recommend the nomination
for a general Mayor’s Award.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Hunter.
The motion passed 6-0-2 (Marston and Rowe abstained).
Elgin History Museum
For the creation of the “Education for All: Elgin High School – 150 Years
Exhibit.”
A motion was made by Commissioner Anderson to recommend the
nomination for a general Mayor’s Award.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Hunter.
The motion passed 6-0-2 (Marston and Rowe abstained).
Paul and Jean Bednar
For the interior rehabilitation of 706 Douglas Avenue.
A motion was made by Commissioner Anderson to recommend the
nomination for a general Mayor’s Award.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Thoren.
Discussion was had to award the nominees a Henry Jensen Interior
Rehabilitation Award.
The motion was amended by Commissioner Anderson to recommend the
nomination for the Henry Jensen Interior Rehabilitation Award.
The amended motion was seconded by Commissioner Savel.
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The motion passed 7-0-1 (Hunter abstained).
Dan Miller
For the creation of missing architectural details for the interior and exterior
of 706 Douglas Avenue. The Heritage Commission was impressed with the
work that Dan Miller has continuously done for various projects throughout
Elgin. However, he has received numerous awards in the past including two
Mayor’s Awards (1994, 2014), the Mayor George Van de Voorde Award
(2005), and an Artisan Award (2011). Therefore, the Commission felt that his
accolades should be made known to other organizations such as Landmarks
Illinois or the National Trust for Historic Preservation as he has already
received the top Mayoral award for preservation in Elgin.
A motion was made by Commissioner Savel to recommend the nomination
for an Artisan’s Award.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Thoren.
The motion failed 7-0-1 (Anderson abstained).
Donna Stefani
For the rehabilitation of 429 Division Street along with the submission for a
Heritage Plaque. The Heritage Commission was impressed with the work that
was competed on the home including receiving the Chicago Painted Ladies
contest - grand prize and the extraordinary efforts the property owner went
through for the research of the home’s history to receive a Heritage Plaque.
However, the Commission felt that although those efforts are commendable,
they did not meet the requirements to receive a Mayor’s Award for Historic
Preservation.
A motion was made by Commissioner Regan to recommend the nomination
for a general Mayor’s Award.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Rowe.
The motion failed unanimously.
East Side Neighborhood Group
For organizing a community garden, established in 2019, that has added
tremendous value to the Elgin Historic District.
A motion was made by Commissioner Rowe to recommend the nomination
for a general Mayor’s Award.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Thoren.
The motion passed 7-0-1 (Anderson abstained).
Elgin Area Tourism Bureau – Explore Elgin Area
For promoting Elgin as an architectural destination through digital
advertisement highlighting Elgin’s Historic House Tour, Open Elgin, the
painted ladies, the museums and Historic Elgin website to visitors outside the
area as well as Elgin residents.
A motion was made by Commissioner Savel to recommend the nomination
for a general Mayor’s Award.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Hunter.
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The motion passed unanimously.
John Braese and Team
For their leadership and heavy involvement behind the Elgin Civil War ReEnactment held at the Elgin Mental Health Center from 2017-2019.
A motion was made by Commissioner Anderson to recommend the
nomination for a general Mayor’s Award.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Thoren.
The motion passed 7-0-1 (Rowe abstained).
Mira Wojciechowksa
For her tireless support of Elgin’s history and the community by volunteering
at the Elgin History Museum, Friends of the Lords Park Zoo and the Elgin
Public Museum for nearly 10 years.
A motion was made by Commissioner Anderson to recommend the
nomination for a general Mayor’s Award.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Hunter.
The motion passed 6-0-2 (Marston and Rowe abstained).
Patrick Mueller and Eric Nalepka
For their rehabilitation of the exterior and interior of 14-16 S. Chapel Street.
The Commission noted that they did not receive photographs of the interior
work and would like to see before and afters before they make their
decision. The Commission requested staff to have this provided to them at
the April 7, 2020 meeting.
A motion was made by Commissioner Savel to table the nomination for the
April 7, 2020 meeting.
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Hunter.
The motion passed unanimously.

b. Summary of Walkthrough of Space
Staff showed the Commission photographs of the event space, Highland Lofts Event
Venue.
2. Preservation Month Events
a. Staff noted that there are four confirmed events so far but expects many more to
come in closer to the deadline (March 27th).
3. Open Elgin – Volunteers Needed for City Hall
a. Staff noted that she will send a follow up email asking those who may be available to
volunteer for two hours on Saturday, April 25th for the Open Elgin event.
4. Our Old House Event – Volunteers Needed
a. Staff noted that she will send a follow up email asking those who may be available to
volunteer for two hours on Saturday, March 21st for this event at the Sunderlage
House.

Elgin Heritage Commission: Minutes
March 3, 2020

Page 5

G. Other Business
None
H. Adjournment
A motion was made by Commissioner Savel to adjourn the meeting. The motion was
seconded by Commissioner Thoren and passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned
at 8:46 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Christen Sundquist, Historic Preservation Planner
Community Development Department
Approved:

Statement of Value (written by Mary Hill in 2004)

Additional historical notes:
In 1984, the property was purchased by William and Mary Homeier, who continued to
operate it as a funeral parlor, and lived there until 1999. Next, it was acquired by a
subsidiary of Service Corporation International, which continued to operate the
business. The upper floors remained vacant until Donna and Tom Leetz bought it in
2003. The Leetzes had been living in Chicago, where Donna worked for Kraft Foods and
Tom practiced law. Tom had always wanted to own a funeral business, so when the
property at 364 Division became available, they seized the opportunity and moved to
Elgin. The years of vacancy took their toll on the building, so Donna and Tom devoted
themselves to repairing plumbing and electrical problems and doing interior and
exterior restoration.
Additional architectural notes
The house was on the Gifford Park Association House Tour in 1986, 1987 and 2009.
Permits on file with the City of Elgin include
Deeds on file with the Kane County Recorder of Deeds include:
Book 23 page 311, January 4, 1850: transfer from Morris Town to M. Morrison for $200
Book 160 page 398, July 15, 1876 (appended): Henry Sherman sells to Clarissa Church
for for $2800.
Book 241 page 128, September 3, 1886 (appended): A. B. Church buys lots 10 and 11
from Emmaline Borden for $4000.
Book 427 page 507, February 27, 1903: Russell Weld sells part of Lot 9 to A. B. Church
for $1075
Book 430 page 232, July 1, 1903: A. B. Church sells to Thomas C. Loucks for $28,000
Book 958 page 355, December 14, 1931: Sheriff’s levy against E. P. Johnson
Book 959 page 361, June 6, 1932: Sheriff’s certificate of sale to Henry Muntz for
$5828.55
Permits on file with the City of Elgin include:
1938: Electric installation
1939: zoning changed to B Residential
1939: Residential card: 3 stories, one accessory structure, funeral home
1940: electrical installation of 15 outlets
1957: repair roof
1959: street work and sidewalk replacement by City of Elgin
1960: gas work. Abandon old and replace with new construction
1961: sewer work
1961: rezone from C apartment to D commercial district
1961 (appended) building permit for a 31x60’ room addition
1962: electrical permit
1965 finish room in basement
1975: re-roof garage

Throughout the years, the building and its occupants have been the subject of a number
of newspaper articles:
Appended are:
12/24/1886 Daily Courier building report Church house and business block
4/23/1934 Courier News E. P. Johnson obituary
6/26/1937 Elgin Daily Courier News Muntz acquires Johnson property in a master sale
7/13/1942 Edith Johnson obituary
Not appended are:
2/1/1890 EES Obituary Emmaline Borden
3/5/1898 EES obituary Clarissa B. Church
12/19/1911 Elgin Daily Courier A. B. Church obituary
12/20/1911 Elgin Daily Courier A. B. Church funeral description
5/20/1935 Courier News obituary T. C. Loucks
4/11/1938 Elgin Daily Courier News O’Connor buys old Church home
Building Alterations
In 1961, the original front and side porches were removed, and a single-story addition
was built on the east elevation.
In 2005 much exterior restoration and renovation was done; the porch on the southwest
corner of the house was rebuilt to match an earlier porch shown in a 1914 photo. Note: it
does not match the earliest porch seen in an 1891 photo. Columns on the west-facing
porch were repaired or replaced, and all wooden elements were painted.

Addenda
Current photos
Historic photos 1891, 1914, 1948
Deeds:
Book 160 page 398, July 15, 1876 (appended): Henry Sherman sells to Clarissa
Church for $2800.
Book 241 page 128, September 3, 1886 (appended): A. B. Church buys lots 10 and
11 from Emmaline Borden for $4000.
Survey 2014: National Register downtown district
Architectural survey 2008
Building Report 1886
City directory page 1887-88
Map 1880 Kane County
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 1891 and c.1950
Map 1895
1961 building permit for a 31x60’ room addition
Biographical information
1927 E. P. Johnson biography in “Elgin Past and Present”
1934 E. P. Johnson obituary
1937 article “Henry Muntz gets Johnson home
1942 Edith Johnson obituary
1987 House Tour booklet excerpt
2009 House Tour booklet excerpt

Current Photos

South and west elevations

Porte cochere

Dormer

Bay window

Porch and window details

1891 and 1914 photos – note altered porch in 1914

Deed 7/15/1876 Henry Sherman sells to Clarissa Church for $2800

Deed 9/3/1886 Emmaline Borden sells lots 10 and 11 to A.B. Church for $4000

Architectural survey 2008

Building Report December 24, 1886

First City Directory listing 1887-88

1880 Kane County Map excerpt showing previous dwelling

1891 Sanborn Fire Insurance map excerpt

c.1950 Sanborn map showing addition

1895 Map of Elgin

1961 permit for room addition

Obituary E. P. Johnson April 23, 1934

June 26, 1937

July 13, 1942 Edith Johnson obituary

1987 House Tour

2009 House Tour

ELGIN HERITAGE COMMISSION
BUILDING PLAQUE APPLICATION
Applicant Information
Name: Grant Born
Street address: 25810 Cresthill Dr
City, State, Zip: Barrington Il 60010

email: grantborn@att.net
Daytime phone: 847-791-7087

Original owner: O. Dale Mulliken, M.D.
Date of construction: 1938
Architect (if known): Elmer Gylleck
Builder (if known): Ed Secombe
Legal description: Towner and Wetmore’s Addition Lots 3 ,4, 5, 6, and parts of Lots 2, 7,
and 8.
Required Documentation:
Check if attached:
__x__ Current photos
__x__ Statement of Value
__x__ Building Alterations

Signature of owner __________________________________
Date _____________________

Statement of Value
1. Historical Value
Located in what in now the central downtown area of Elgin, the 200 block of North
Spring Street was originally residential. Single family dwellings were eventually razed or
converted to commercial use by means of extensive additions.
The lot that is now parking for St. John’s Lutheran Church once was the home of Dr.
Anson Clark and his wife Mary, constructed c.1870 (106 N. Spring Street). After Anson’s
death in 1910, additions obliterated the original front door, and the building could only
be entered through a medical clinic. In 1955, the house and its additions were razed and
the site was used as parking for Ackemann’s Department Store. The 1897 Sanborn Fire
Insurance map shows 106 as it was before the additions, and also shows two apartment
buildings at 112-114 and 120-122 N. Spring Street. 120-22 was largely the same as it is
today; the building at 112-14 was similar in appearance, probably a brick two-flat with a
central entry and front porch. The 1917-18 city directory lists one occupant at 112 and
one occupant at 114.
In 1937, Dr. O. Dale Mulliken M.D., who had practiced medicine in Elgin since 1925,
purchased 112-14 and razed the structure in order to build a new medical clinic and
apartment building at the cost of $25,000. Seen on the c.1950 Sanborn map are the new
clinic, the building at 106 with its many additions, and the existing building at 120-22 N.
Spring.
Oscar Dale Mulliken (1897-1971) grew up in Humboldt, Illinois where he lived with his
parents Edgar Miller Mulliken (1854-1938) and Annette Watson Mulliken. His brother
Paul was four years older than O. Dale, and brother Horace was two years older. The
1910 census lists Edgar M. as a hardware merchant; in 1920 he was working as an
insurance agent. O. Dale completed medical school and set up a practice as a physician
and surgeon in Elgin in 1925. At age 23, he married Mary Hannah Wallace. They had
one daughter and one son, Wallace Dale (1926-1987) who followed in his father’s
footsteps and became a medical doctor. Mary was born 8/23/1921 in Coles, Illinois.
Mary and O. Dale are buried at Elm Lawn Cemetery in Elmhurst, Illinois.
After O. Dale Mulliken’s death in 1971, the property was owned by his wife, Mary, until
her death in 1982. The Mulliken’s son, Wallace, had his medical office there from 1955,
when he joined his father’s practice, until his death in 1987. Wallace had four children
by his first wife, -----, daughters Angela and Judith and sons Robert and Brian. He had
three stepchildren, Jackie, Lisa and John Horton, daughters and son of his second wife,
Jo. Wallace is buried in Lakewood Memorial Park, Elgin. Wallace was a member of St.
John’s Lutheran Church, located across the street from his office.
Articles mentioning Dr. W. Mulliken appeared in the Courier News as follows:
07/14/1975: named to Sherman Hospital Staff
07/08/1976: member of Sherman Hospital staff
03/16/1976: Dr. W. Mulliken explains the use of old instruments
The building was purchased after Wallace’s death in 1987 by St John’s Lutheran Church
and was used as income property until this was no longer profitable. In 2012, Shabnum

Gul acquired the property, and was plagued by damage to the building resulting from
leaking plumbing while she was out of town. The city condemned the building pending
repairs, and it sat vacant until 2016 when it was purchased by the current owner.
2. Architectural value
In 1938, the pre-existing c. 1895 apartment building at 112-14 N. Spring was razed to
make room for Dr. Mulliken’s new building which had his clinic on the first floor and
apartments above. Designed by architect Elmer Gylleck, the new building cost $25,000.
The building permit lists Ed Secombe as the contractor.
Built during a time of national economic distress between the Great Depression of 1929
and the onset of World War II, the building is one of Elgin’s few structures
demonstrating Modernistic Style features.
Adoption of these new styles in the United States was perhaps slowed by the economic
challenges posed by the Great Depression, which resulted in a 52% decline in new
housing starts by 1932 and in the construction of low-cost Minimal Traditional designs
instead of architect-designed residences.
Art Deco was one of the Modernistic styles evolved in Europe in the 1920s from the
work of architects such as Le Corbusier in France, Eliel Saarinen in Finland, Walter
Gropius and Mies van der Rohe in Germany, Oud and Rietveld in the Netherlands. The
names for the new styles came from the title of the 1925 Paris “Exposition
Internationale des Arts Decoratifs et Industriels Modernes”. These designs were built
primarily between 1920 and 1940.
112-14 N. Spring is a combination of architectural styles: Art Deco, Art Moderne, and
Mid-Century Modern.
Art Deco stylized and geometric motifs appear on the north elevation at the entrance
and above the windows. This style was uncommon in domestic architecture but used for
apartment buildings, commercial and public structures.
Art Moderne features include the flat roof with a small coping, and the suspended steel
curved roof over the main entrance. However, the building lacks the smooth stucco walls
that typify Art Moderne. The style was more prevalent from 1930 to 1940, but
nonetheless is uncommon.
Common in Mid-Century Modern architecture was the use of contrasting cladding
materials, such as the brick and field stone seen here.
Courier-News articles mentioning the new clinic appeared 03/16/1938, 07/16/1938 and
08/13/1938. The Fox Valley Mirror featured the building in an October 1938 article.
Elmer Gylleck (1898-1989), was one of Elgin’s foremost architects. He designed residential,
public and commercial buildings in Elgin between 1924-1949.

Born in Blanchardville, Wisconsin, he moved with his family to Elgin in 1900, where they lived
at 24 S Porter and 379 E Chicago Street. He worked to put himself through high school, and was
determined to continue his education after World War I.
In the early 1920s, he trained in engineering and architecture at Armour Institute (now IIT) in
Chicago and the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris. In Chicago, he was employed at Marshall and
Fox firm where he worked on designs of the Drake and Edgewater Beach hotels, and at Coolidge
and Hodgson who built structures at the University of Chicago. In 1924 he organized the
Architectural Drafting Service in Chicago. In the 1930s, he was the Chicago regional director of
Architects Small House Service Bureau (ASHSB). Because of this association, a number of
ASHSB homes were built in Elgin. He started his own firm, Elmer Gylleck and Associates,
located in Elgin from 1945 until 1951. He built many homes in Elgin, Wayne and the North
Shore suburbs of Chicago. He published a number of plans for Mid-Century Modern Style
homes. A man of many talents, Gylleck was also a photographer and a magician.
Permits on file with the City of Elgin include:
8/6/1938 Building permit
8/6/1938 roofing work
12/14/1938 electrical installation
2/28/1939 electrical work: 35 outlets
4/24/1939 commercial card
6/4/48 re-roof with asbestos
Building Alterations
Windows replaced, original size

Addenda
Current photos
Deeds 1938
Building permit
City directory page 1940
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 1887, 1897, c.1950
Obituaries O. Dale Mulliken and Wallace Mulliken
Courier News article 07/16/1938

North elevation

Southwest elevation

Entrance

Decorative window hood

Fieldstone wall detail

House number

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE
On November 13, 1924, E. J. O’Beirne platted the Edward J. O’Beirne
Subdivision. The subdivision extends from Oakley on the north to Lawrence on
the south, and from McClure on the east to Commonwealth on the west. The plat
map appears in Kane County Recorder Book 25 of plats on page 12. O’Beirne
advertised the new subdivision in the local newspaper; a 1928 advertisement
shows that more than half the lots had been sold. The sales contracts specified
that the house to be built must cost at least $5000.00.
Edward J. O’Beirne and his twin brother William were born in 1860 in New
Haven, Connecticut. In 1867, the family moved to Elgin, where Edward attended
public schools, and worked for the Elgin National Watch Factory before enlisting
in the United States Navy for several years. He then returned to Elgin. In 1891 he
became superintendent of the Elgin Tubular Iron Tower Company. By 1893 he
had patented a solid iron tower, and opened his own firm, O’Beirne Brothers and
Company, building electric railways, light and power plants, and gas and water
works. The company had offices in Atlanta, New Orleans and Dallas.
He married for the first time in 1883 to Selina Moore of Huntsville, Alabama, and
they had three children, Mary (Mrs. Andrew Stafford), Shirley (Mrs. Harry P.
Sneed), and Jack, all of whom lived in New Orleans. After divorcing Selina,
Edward married again in 1903, to Mildred Harper of Jackson, Mississippi, and
had four more children, Frank, Mildred (Mrs. Harold F. Kuettner), Emmett, and
Florence.
On October 31, 1924, Victor and Myrtle Liska purchased lot six in block five of
new the subdivision from E. J. O’Beirne. Liska is not listed at this address in City
Directories, indicating that he did not build a house here but only owned the lot.
William M. and Rose H. Schuchert purchased the property on March 3, 1927
from the Liskas. There is no record of a mortgage at this time, so it is likely that
they paid for the property in cash. The house is first listed in the 1929 Elgin City
Directory. At that time, the Schucherts operated a grocery store at 659 Raymond
Street. By 1932, William owned Triangle Garage, and by 1933 he established
Schuchert Motor Sales, where he worked until his death. Son William R. lived
with his parents and attended high school in Elgin. After graduation, William R.
attended Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois.
The house remained in the Schuchert family for the next seventy-three years.
William M. died in 1965. From 1966 until her death in 1973, Rose Schuchert
continued to occupy the house. Ownership then passed to William M. and Rose’s
son, William R. and his wife Lois, although they did not occupy the house. The
Elgin City Directory lists S. Sanders as tenant in 1974, and lists Levi O. Sandberg
and his wife Erna M. from 1980 until 1989. It was then occupied by Erna
Sandberg until 1994. Starting in 1998, Nancy Miller lived at this address; she
bought the house from Lois Schuchert in 2000 and lived there until it was sold to
Rachel Clark in 2004.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
When William and Rose Schuchert built their new home, they chose a simple and
bungalow configuration, a hipped-roof, one-story home with a central entrance,
graced with hipped-roof dormers in the attic and wide eaves. Typically, such homes
were built with a full-width, open front porch. However, this house had a half-width
porch on the north end of the west elevation, and a room on the south end of the
front façade. Based on the style of the front casement windows, this house most
likely always had an enclosed porch. The three-over-one casement windows on the
north side of the front elevation and the tripartite window on the south side of the
front façade are representative of the Arts and Crafts Style, as are the three-light
windows in the dormers. The front door, which is original, is also Arts and Crafts
Style.
This design was popularized during the housing crisis following World War I,
when the need for housing was great due to the returning war veterans in need of
housing, and due to the money shortage occasioned by war expenditures.
Whereas pre-war dwellings were substantial, primarily two-story buildings, the
post war homes were largely single-story two- or three-bedroom homes. The
hipped roof design with the narrow side facing the street was popularized in postwar plan books and mail order home catalogs.
The 2005 Historical and Architectural Survey lists the house as a bungalow, with a
rating of contributing.

Accessory structures
There is a garage located on the northeast corner of the property. A garage appears
on the c.1950 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map.
ALTERATIONS
No apparent alterations.

Early permits on file with the City of Elgin include:
1939 Residential card : single family dwelling with one accessory structure
1969: Electrical work
1971: Sidewalk reaplcement

Addenda
Photos of house
Deeds 1925 and 1927
City directory page 1929
Sanborn fire insurance map c.1950
Survey pages
Courier-News article September 19, 2004

Southwest elevation

South elevation

Garage

Exterior porch door

Front door

Warranty deed 11/02/1925 O’Beirne to Liska

Warranty deed March 0, 1927 Liska to Schuchert

First City Directory listing 1929-30

Sanborn Fire Insurance map c.1950

Courier News article September 19, 2004; house listed for sale

Heritage Building Plaque Application

Name: Tom Michalski and Annie Paczkowski
Building Address: 335 N. Commonwealth
Building Name (for public/commercial structures only):
Current Owners: Tom Michalski and Annie Paczkowski
Street: 335 N. Commonwealth
Daytime Phone: 847-708-0492
City: Elgin
State: IL. Zip: 60123 Email Address: tumbleweed136@gmail.com
If different than above:
Applicant’s Name
Daytime Phone:
Address:
City:
State:
Zip:
Email:
Address:
Legal description: Lot 3 and part of lot 4 in block 3 of E. J. O’Beirne’s Subdivision
Original Owner: John & Minnie Krause
Date of Construction: 1932
Architect (if known)
Builder (if known): Coleman Miller
Please attach the following information:
1. Statement of Value: This statement should include a narrative description of the
historical and architectural value of the building.
2. Photocopies of relevant research materials including but not limited to, Sanborn
Maps, City Directories and original property deeds. See page 3 of the program
guidelines for research locations.
3. Building Alterations: List any alterations to the exterior of the building. Attach
copies of all building permit applications.
4. Photographs: Include a recent photograph in which the building is clearly visible.
Additional photographs depicting close-up details of decorative features are
helpful.
Stipulations
If the building is not awarded a plaque, the application fee will be refunded.
This application and submitted materials shall be retained by the City of Elgin as
a part of the permanent record of the building.
The Elgin Heritage Commission has the authority to edit and publish the
information submitted in the application. This does not prohibit others from using the
information.
When awarded, the plaque will remain with the building and should not be altered
or removed from the building. It is the City’s responsibility to replace the plaque if or
when the situation warrants it.
In addition to the above stipulations, the undersigned attests that the information
provided is, to the best of his/her knowledge, accurate.
Owner’s Signature _____________________________________ Date ____________

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE
On November 13, 1924, Edward platted the Edward J. O’Beirne Subdivision. The
subdivision extends from Oakley on the north to Lawrence on the south, and
from McClure on the east to Commonwealth on the west. The plat map appears
in Kane County Recorder Book 25 of plats on page 12. O’Beirne advertised the
new subdivision in the local newspaper; a 1928 advertisement shows that more
than half the lots had been sold. The sales contracts specified that the house to be
built must cost at least $5000.00.
Edward J. O’Beirne and his twin brother William were born in 1860 in New
Haven, Connecticut. In 1867, the family moved to Elgin, where Edward attended
public schools, and worked for the Elgin National Watch Factory before enlisting
in the United States Navy for several years. He then returned to Elgin. In 1891 he
became superintendent of the Elgin Tubular Iron Tower Company. By 1893 he
had patented a solid iron tower, and opened his own firm, O’Beirne Brothers and
Company, building electric railways, light and power plants, and gas and water
works. The company had offices in Atlanta, New Orleans and Dallas.
He married for the first time in 1883 to Selina Moore of Huntsville, Alabama, and
they had three children, Mary (Mrs. Andrew Stafford), Shirley (Mrs. Harry P.
Sneed), and Jack, all of whom lived in New Orleans. After divorcing Selina,
Edward married again in 1903, to Mildred Harper of Jackson, Mississippi, and
had four more children, Frank, Mildred (Mrs. Harold F. Kuettner), Emmett, and
Florence.
John and Minnie Krause purchased lot 3 from E. J. O’Beirne on April 23, 1932.
The building permit indicates the cost of the new house as $5000, as stipulated in
the warranty deed from O’Beirne. It is remarkable that in 1932 when housing
starts were down 52% in the aftermath of the Great Depression, Krause did not
finance the house.
John Krause was born in Germany around 1872. His father and his mother,
Caroline Wilhelmina Knickrehm were also born in Germany. John immigrated in
1884 and became a naturalized citizen of the United States. In 1910, the Krauses
lived on South State Street in Elgin. The family consisted of: John, 38; Minnie,
37; Ella, 16; Irene, 14; Gladys M. 11; and Walter, 9. The 1920 census finds John
and spouse Minnie living at 524 S. State Street with Gladys and Walter. John was
working as foreman in a packing house.
John and Minnie were never listed as occupants of the house on Commonwealth,
but retained ownership until 1954. Perhaps it was built as a gift to their youngest
daughter, Gladys, born May 1, 1899, and who occupied it for nearly twenty years
with her several husbands.
The first occupant of the new house listed in the Elgin City Directory was Henry
F. Tipton, who married John and Minnie’s daughter Gladys M. In 1930, Gladys,
28 and Henry, 26 were living in Rockford, Illinois on 20th Street. Henry worked

as a solicitor. Shortly after moving to Elgin, the Tiptons apparently divorced.
Gladys remained at 335 and Henry had moved to the Fox Hotel by 1935.
Gladys reverted to her maiden name, and from 1935 until 1942 lived there alone,
working as a clerk at Speiss Company, and later at Singer. By 1944 Gladys had
married William K. Clow, Jr., and he moved to the house on Commonwealth.
William King Clow, Jr., was born March 2, 1895 in Toumbarton, Scotland. His
parents, William K. Clow, and mother, Annie Grierson, were both born in
Scotland. He worked as a price estimator at Chicago Metal Hose in Maywood,
Illinois. William Junior died in 1945 at the age of 50, leaving his widow, Gladys
Clow, at 335. N. Commonwealth.
A few years later, Gladys again married, and from 1948-51, lived in the house
with her third husband, Ralph J. Klein. In 1947, Gladys’ parents set up a joint
trust deed to Gladys and her husband Ralph. In 1950, William Brady and his wife
sold part of lot 4 to Ralph and Gladys Klein, giving them a large piece of property.
The property left the Krause/Klein family in 1954 when John and Minnie Krause
sold it to Edward L. and Grace M. Hoffman who financed it for $6000. Grace
worked as a bookkeeper at Sherman Hospital, and Edward worked as a
maintenance man for various companies, including Geneva Modern Kitchens,
Geneva Industries and the YWCA. By 1972, both the Hoffmans had retired, and
they sold the property in 1973 to Patrick and Susan Sharpe, who took out a
mortgage for $21,000.
Patrick Sharpe worked as a sales manager at McGraw-Edison and Aubrey
Manufacturing. Susan was employed as a special education teacher at Larkin
High School. The Sharpes lived at 335 from 1973 until 1985, when they sold to
Larry D. and Janith Jackson and moved to Sleepy Hollow, where they still reside.
The Jacksons financed the house for $88,217. In 1993, Janith Jackson obtained
additional financing of $39,500 and sold it the same year to Debbra Fett who
took out a loan for $128,700. The house then passed through a series of real
estate transactions including bank trusts until it was purchased in 2016 by the
current owners.
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
Tudor Revival Style was seen in the United States from 1890 until 1940.
The style is loosely based on a variety of early English building traditions and
comprises about 20% of domestic architecture during the 1920s. Only Colonial
Revival Style was more popular during the 1920s and 1930s. The style was
simplified after the Depression, and was gradually supplanted by French Eclectic
until both were replaced by modern styles after World War II. The most common
subtype was a front facing gable with a wing (40%). 20% had a single dominant
mid-façade gable. This house falls into the front-gabled subtype which comprised

15% of the total. Another 15% had two or more cross gables on the front façade.
façade gables. Least common was the design with symmetrical paired gables
(5%).
335 North Commonwealth is unmistakably and exuberantly Tudor Revival Style.
Defining features seen here are a steeply pitched roof, a front facing gable with
varying eave heights, a massive chimney, and decorative half-timbering as seen in
the gable on the vestibule. Tudor Revival invariably used contrasting cladding
materials. Here, we see brick interspersed with fieldstone, stone window lintels,
and quoins around the front door. Note the patterned brickwork between the
false half timbering in the vestibule. Shed dormers such as these were popular on
the second story of front-gabled designs.
1930s stylistic features consist of six-over-one double hung sash windows rather
than tall narrow casement windows, a rectangular rather than arched front
entrance and an original attached garage. Skintled brick, as found here, was very
popular in Elgin during the late 1920s and early 1930s. The three round openings
near the top of the chimney are vents to the attic. Noteworthy is the tiny balcony
on the second floor of the north elevation. To the right of the side door is
compartment for milk deliveries, with access from the outside as well as inside at
the top of the basement stairs.
A building permit, listing Coleman Miller as contractor was issued in 1932 as was
a permit for electrical work. The occupancy permit was issued in 1932.The
address appears first in the 1933-34 City Directory.
A metal plaque set into the brick beside the door on the north elevation says:
“Built by Coleman Miller, builder of beautiful homes, quality throughout”. The
plaque lists a plan number, 32431, which suggests that the design was taken from
a yet-to-be identified plan book. Not to be confused with mail order homes, plan
books provided only the blueprints and a list of necessary materials, while mail
order home companies provided the building materials as well as the blueprints.
The design of this house does not appear in the 1929 Home Builders plan book,
nor in the Brown-Blodgett Company “100 Small Houses of the Thirties” plan
book.
ALTERATIONS
The original attached garage was initially a one car space. In 1948 a permit was
issued to R. J. Klein to extend the garage to the east to form a long two-car space
with a single-car width door. The cladding on this addition matches that of the
original construction. The attached garage was later enclosed to make a den and a
detached two-car garage was built on the north half of lot 4 to the south of the
house, which the Kleins had purchased in 1950.
Patrick Sharpe had a three-season room constructed on the rear elevation in
1974. The permit describes it as a thirteen- by twenty-foot patio addition with a
covered roof. Because the roof leaked badly, the current owners revamped this
into a larger space and built an extensive deck around the room.

The vinyl shingles currently on the shed dormers replaced the originals, which
were probably cedar.
Permits on file with the City of Elgin include:
1932: Building permit (appended)
1932: electrical work
1932: occupancy certificate
1939: Residential card showing a 1.5 story house with garage
1948: 13’ x 20’ addition to attached garage
1973: electrical work
1974: construction of a 13’ x 20’ covered patio addition
1977 and 1978: installation of chain link fencing
Deeds on file with the Kane County Recorder of Deeds include:
Book 962 page 315: 1932 warranty deed O’Beirne to Krause
Book 1380 page 145: 1947 Joint Trust Warranty Deed (JTWD) John Krause to
Ralph Klein
Book 1516 page 24: 1950 JTWD William Brady sells part of lot 4 to Klein
Book 1666 page 14: 1954 Krause sells to Hoffman
Book 1669 page 203: 1954 Trust deed Edward Hoffman to Ruby Lobdell $6000
Book 2874 page 505: 1973 JTWD Edward Hoffman to Patrick Sharpe
Book 2874 page 507: 1973 Mortgage Sharpe to 1st Federal Savings and Loan
$21000
Document 1730153: 1985 JTWD Sharpe to Jackson
Document 1730154: 1985 Mortgage Jackson to Margaretten and Company
$88,217

Addenda
Photos of house
1932 deed
1932 building permit
Plat map of subdivision
City directory page 1933-34
Sanborn fire insurance map c.1950
Survey page 2005
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HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE
Greenacres Subdivision was platted March 3, 1926 by William R. Geister and
Frank S. Mason, who owned the land. The subdivision is bounded by Wing Street
on the north, Oakley Street on the south, North Commonwealth on the east, and
Wing Park Boulevard on the west. The plat map appears in Kane County
Recorder of Deeds Book 25 of plats on page 30 and comprises parts of section 10,
11, 14, and 15 of Township 41 Range 8.
Geister and Mason established the following covenants and restrictions to apply
to construction on these lots.
1. The building line must be 25’ feet back from the street
2. The dwelling must cost at least $5000
3. Only one dwelling may be erected per lot
4. No public garage, store, junk yard or oil station will be allowed in the
subdivision
5. No chicken coop or other housing for fowls or other domestic animals may be
built
6. There shall be an easement two feet square in each rear corner of the lot for
telephone and light poles
Both Frank S. Mason and William R. Geister were key figures in Elgin’s business
community of the early 2oth century. In 1914, Rollie Lawrence and Frank Mason
founded the Ribstone Silo Company, which eventually expanded to thirteen
plants around the country.
William R. Geister was born in 1882, a son of Henry and Sophie Geister. Henry’s
father, Christian Henry Geister was born in 1831 I Germany, where he worked
building vessels. In 1855, he emigrated to the United States and settled initially in
Plum Grove, where he married Frederica Schroeder in 1857. He opened a general
store, and then joined a partnership to manufacture agricultural implements. The
factory was destroyed by fire in 1883, after which Henry Geister, William Nichols
and John Murphy built a windmill factory on the site. Henry became
superintendent of the Elgin Wind and Power Company until 1895, when he
bought a lumber business at the northwest corner of State Street and Lawrence
Avenue. By 1900, Henry’s three oldest sons, G. Henry, William R. and Walter,
were working at the lumberyard. In addition to building materials, the company
sold coal, flour and feed, and later added outboard motors to their inventory.
Henry’s first wife, Frederica drowned in 1877. Henry, age 47, married Sophie
Witte in 1878 and built a sprawling 16-room house at 411 N. State Street. They
had eleven children: Laura (Mrs. Charles Karsten) 1879-1972, George Henry (m.
Bertha) 1880-1960, William Robert (m. Bertlee) 1882-1957, Walter William (m.
Hazel) 1883-1964, Janet M (“Nettie”, spinster) 1885-1964, Frank 1887-1892,
Harriet “Hattie” (Mrs. John William Dolby) 1889-1975, Edward A. (never
married) 1890-1980, Edna (spinster) 1892-1959, Mary “Mamie” (Mrs. J. Pierce
Tuthill 1893-1980 and Raymond George (m. Elizabeth) 1894-2000. William R.
was a partner in the family lumber business for over fifty years, and his sons
William Jr. and Edward “Jim” became third generation partners in the 1940s.

Edward Johnson Geister, son of William R. and Bertlee Johnson Geister, was
born March 19, 1920 in the family home at 411 N State Street. During World War
II, he served in the Navy. After the war, he worked in the family lumber business.
Edward, known as Jim, was a charter member of the Elgin Jaycees, formed in
1949, and for many years took an active part in the Jaycees’ fundraising Follies.
In 1979, he authored a 15-page “Reminiscences” which is available in the
reference room at Elgin History Museum. He died in 2009.
Marion, daughter of Alfred and Minnie Friese Sunderlage was born April 10,
1926. For many years, she owned the Merle Norman cosmetic studio in Elgin.
Edward and Marion had three children, Lee Ann, James and Steven. Marion died
in 1980.
Edward’s second wife was Antoinette Sarto Geister. A lifelong Elgin resident, she
worked at the watch factory for 20 years, was part owner of Fox Valley Grease
Service, and a member of the American Business Women’s Association. She had
three children by a previous marriage, Kathleen Hopkins Mink, Michael Hopkins
and Melvin Hopkins.
The house sat vacant for nearly five years after Antoinette’s death in 2013,
resulting in significant damage due to neglect.
Doris and Cory Ooyen had long admired this house. They marveled at the
rebuilding that Mr. Geister was doing in the 1980s. They bought the house in
2014 and moved in, after extensive restoration, in 2017. The Ooyens love the style
and history of the house, and have gladly taken on the challenge of reviving a
sound structure with a 1980s interior.
Cory is president of a gear manufacturing company in Downer’s Grove, and Doris
is now retired.
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
In 1946, nearly thirteen million servicemen and women returned from the second
world war with the dream of a home in a suburb or town where they could raise
their families in peace. They wanted something new, and possessed sufficient
funds to invest in better housing designed to meet the needs of the nuclear family
in U. S. suburbs and towns.
After a decade and a half of a housing market slowed by the economic challenges
resulting from the Great Depression of 1929 and World War II, residential design
took a radical departure from the Colonial and Tudor Revival Styles popular in
the 1920s. Mid-Century Modern took the country by storm.

The new one-story rambling plans, characterized by a long, low profile became
the most popular post-war U. S. house design. To add visual interest, architects
used a variety of cladding materials such as cedar siding, brick and molded
concrete. Massive chimneys were located centrally or on the front elevation, and
a picture window was almost obligatory. Most commonly, the wide elevation
faced the street.
As the train was instrumental in the popularity of mail order homes, thus did the
automobile play an important role in the development of Mid-Century
neighborhoods. Car ownership meant that city workers were no longer limited by
accessibility to commuter train, bus, or streetcar lines. The new suburbs offered
large lots to accommodate new homes, and prominent garages to accommodate
one or more vehicles.
Socially, the new designs reflected a move from a more public living style to a
nuclear, private family unit. Older homes were built close together, with a large
porch facing the street, where families gathered of an evening to visit and chat
with neighbors. The new homes were designed with large private back yards and
terraces so that the family could spend its outdoor leisure time away from the
public eye.
Architectural Influences on Mid-Century dwellings
Rural southwest 1850-70
Single-level, asymmetrical houses that were wider than deep, predominated in
the early southwest. Brick or stone accents were common.
Prairie Style 1915-20
The horizontal expanse, asymmetrical design, and low-pitched roof are
characteristic of the Prairie Style. These homes were designed to fit into the
landscape.
Arts and Crafts Style 1910-29
Details such as shingle cladding and exposed beams were featured in Arts and
Crafts Style
International Style 1928-70
Homes built with a flat roof with no overhang, unadorned walls and wide
expanses of glass characterize this style.
Mid-Century Styles
Ranch Style, representing a revival of the nineteenth century “rancho” homes
built in the U. S. southwest by Spanish-speaking settlers, became the most
popular housing style of the mid-century years.
Contemporary Style, (1945 to 1990), was preferred by architects over the simple
Ranch configuration, as it gave more leeway for creativity and unique features.
The original design of 955 Wing Street falls into the flat-roof subtype of
Contemporary Style. Features seen here include a low-pitched flat roof with wide
overhanging eaves, shallow horizontal windows present just below the roof line,
floor-to-ceiling windows, broad expanses of wall surface, recessed entry door,

cladding of natural wood and brick materials, a large prominent chimney, and
asymmetrical configuration.
In 1927, William R. Geister owned lots 1-8 of block 1 in the Greenacres
Subdivision., which he transferred to son Edward (Jim) and his wife Marion on
May 1, 1953. The building permit issued May 19, 1953 lists Fred Roehl as
contractor., and describes a $17,000 60-foot by 55.5-foot house clad in clapboard
located on a 120’ by 145’ lot.
According to a news article dated March 6, 1954, the 3000 square-foot house was
comprised of three units: living and dining areas, sleeping quarters, and utility
space. The sleeping area included two bedrooms, a dressing room and two baths.
There was a two-car garage built into the northeast corner of the house, adjacent
to a utility room and den. The fireplace was built of Sunset stone inside the
house, and light “Roman” brick on the outside [the brick on both chimneys is,
however, not Roman brick, which had dimensions of 3 5/8” deep by 1 5/8” high
by 11 5/8” long, but standard brick with dimensions of 3 5/8” deep by 2 ¼” high
by 8” wide ]. The exterior was clad in redwood and trimmed in beige. The kitchen
had mahogany paneling, steel cabinets and built-in counter-top appliances. The
heating system was radiant hot water. Interior walls were paneled in wood,
including butternut, walnut and cherry. The Geisters, who were living at 370
Center Street, did most of the interior finishing themselves. The Geister family
lumber business specialized in imported hardwoods, so it is not surprising to see
mahogany used as interior paneling.
ALTERATIONS
In 1985, Edward Geister decided to remodel his original house. Because extensive
remodeling was planned, the Geisters moved temporarily to 426 Hubbard Street.
That year, while the house had been vacant for a year, a fire did $200,000 worth
of damage, $125, 000 to the structure and $70, 000 to the contents. According to
a March 27, 1985 Courier-News article, the fire was considered arson.
Much of the interior hardwood was damaged by the fire, so more extensive work
than planned was required to repair fire damage. Major remodeling in 1985
included enclosing the original garage to create additional living space with
another large mid-century style chimney, construction of a detached garage with
a new driveway, and the addition of a partial second story consisting of a large
loft space with a steep gabled roof, lighted by floor-to-ceiling windows and
accessed by a circular iron stairway. As when the original house was built,
Edward did most of the interior work himself.
The 1985 loft design, while not in keeping with the original architecture, and can
be loosely classified as Contemporary Style, gabled roof subtype. Distinctive
features include large expanses of glass and triangular gable-end windows.
However, the roof pitch is much steeper than seen in mid-century architecture.

The current owners were advised to paint the original redwood exterior siding to
prevent carpenter bee infestation. They chose the current light blue color. The
Ooyens also removed some landscaping which obscured the house, and built the
patio and outdoor kitchen to the rear of the house.
Permits on file with the City of Elgin include:
1953 occupancy certificate
1953 residential card
1954 electrical work
1984 patio door replacement
Acknowledgements:
David Siegenthaler for documentation about the history of the Geister family and
Mason and Lawrence Silo Company
Barbara Evans for compiling reference information
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The scope consisted more or less of a 100% gut rehab. We gutted what was left of the
interior of the building down to the studs, removing the remaining lathe, plaster and
flooring finishes. We installed new high efficiency furnaces and central air conditioning,
along with new plumbing and electrical components complete. We upgraded the
building's energy efficiency with new insulation throughout, added new kitchen cabinets,
drywall, and restored the original wood floors. Exterior renovations consisted of
restoring the original windows (48 total openings), tuckpointing, stucco repairs,new
roofing, front porch and cornice restoration. Missing tile were found for the interesting
front porch floor and it was restored. Missing spindles on the porch frieze were replaced
and the inappropriate Home Depot brackets were replaced with authentic large ones. A
new appropriate spindled balustrade was added along with custom newels on the stairs.
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MEMORANDUM
DATE:

June 5, 2020

SUBJECT:

Elgin Heritage Commission – Electronic Attendance

The purpose of this memo is to review and adopt Chapter 3.03.130 titled “Electronic
Attendance at Meetings” to allow for the Elgin Heritage Commission and subsequently the
Design Review Subcommittee of the Elgin Heritage Commission to attend meetings through
electronic means (such as by telephone, video, or internet connection) in accordance to the
Illinois Open Meetings Act.
Respectfully submitted,

Christen Sundquist,
Community Development Department

CITY OF ELGIN
Elgin Heritage Commission
(Adopted August 2, 2005)

RULES OF ORDER
Article I. General Provisions
1.1 Supplemental Rules. These rules supplement the provisions of Chapter 3.70 and
Title 20 of the Elgin Municipal Code, 1976, as amended, as they relate to the powers
and duties and procedures of the City of Elgin, the Elgin Heritage Commission
(“Commission”).
1.2 Participation. No Commission member shall participate in the deliberation or vote
on a question in which he or she has a direct personal or pecuniary interest not
common to other members of the Commission. Any Commission member shall abstain
from voting on a question of direct personal interest.
1.3 Powers and Authority to Change Preservation Ordinance. Nothing herein shall
be construed to give or grant to the Commission the power or authority to alter or
change the Historic Preservation ordinance, including the historic district map, which
authority is reserved to the Elgin City Council (“city council”).
1.4 Corporation Counsel. The City of Elgin Corporation Counsel may be consulted in
cases where the powers of the Commission are not clearly defined.
1.5 Agenda. Matters referred to the Commission by the city council shall be placed on
the agenda for consideration and action at the first available meeting of the Commission
after such referral and as procedures allow.
1.6 Rules of Order. Robert's Rules of Order are hereby adopted for the government of
the Commission in all cases not otherwise provided for in these rules.
1.7 Location. The office of the Commission shall be located at 150 Dexter Court, Elgin,
Illinois.
Article II. Officers and Duties
2.1 Officers. The Commission’s officers shall be a chairperson, a vice-chairperson and
a secretary.
2.2 Designation of Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson. The Commission shall elect
from among its members a chairperson and a vice-chairperson when the chairperson is
absent. In the event of death, removal for cause or resignation of the chairperson, his or
her successor shall be designated by the Commission.
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2.3 Duties of Chairperson. The chairperson shall supervise the affairs of the
Commission and shall have such other duties as provided by these rules. The
chairperson shall preside at all meetings of the Commission, shall appoint such
subcommittees as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of the Commission, and
shall provide for the oath to be administered to all witnesses in cases before the
Commission. The chairperson shall be an ex officio member of all subcommittees
appointed.
2.4 Vice-Chairperson. The Vice-chairperson, in the absence or disability of the
chairperson shall perform all the duties and exercise all the powers of the chairperson.
2.5 Duties of Secretary. The City of Elgin Development Administrator (“development
administrator”), or his or her designee, shall serve as the secretary for the Commission.
The secretary shall summarize in minutes all deliberations of the Commission, shall
summarize accurately the testimony of all witnesses appearing before the Commission
or keep a verbatim transcript of all hearings, and shall file all minutes and records in the
office of the Commission, which minutes and records shall be a public record.
Article III. Meetings
3.1 Open Meetings Act. All Commission meetings shall be subject to the Illinois Open
Meetings Act (5 ILCS 120/1 et seq.).
3.2 Meeting Dates. Regular meetings of the Commission shall be held on the first
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at Elgin City Hall, 150 Dexter Court, Elgin, Illinois.
In the event the regular meeting day is a recognized holiday, or regular location of the
meeting is unavailable, the Commission shall designate an alternate meeting date and
location.
3.3 Cancellation of Meetings. Regular meetings may be cancelled by the chairperson
when there are no cases pending or for lack of a quorum. Notification shall be given to
members, however, not less than twenty-four (24) hours prior to the time set forth for
such cancelled meetings.
3.4 Special Meetings. Special meetings may be called by the chairperson or upon the
request of two or more Commission members provided that forty-eight (48) hours notice
is given to each Commission member.
3.5 Continuances. Any deliberation not concluded or heard by the Commission shall
be continued to the next regular meeting or to a special meeting at the direction of a
majority of the Commission members present.
3.6 Meetings. All meetings and hearings shall be open to the public.
2
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3.7 Quorum. A quorum shall consist of five members. A minimum of four concurring
votes are required to take any action.
3.8 Electronic Attendance at Meetings. The Commission may attend a meeting
electronically in accordance with Chapter 3.03.130 titled “Electronic Attendance at
Meetings.”
Article IV. Order of Business
4.1 Order of Business. All meetings of the Commission shall proceed as follows:


Roll call and declaration of a quorum.



Review and approval of minutes of previous meeting.



Hearing requests for addition, withdrawal or a continuance of items of business
on the published agenda:


Addition, withdrawal or continuances may be granted at the discretion of
the Commission in any case for good cause shown.



In the event an applicant or citizen representing an item of business fails
to appear, the chair may entertain a motion from the Commission to
continue, conduct the hearing, or dismiss a matter for want of prosecution.



In the absence of a motion by the Commission, the chairperson shall rule.



Discussion of items of business contained within the published agenda, or added
following the consent of the Chairperson



Other business.



Adjournment.

Article V. Notices of Meetings
5.1 Notice of Meeting. The development administrator, or his or her designee, shall
cause notice of Commission meetings to be posted at the location designated by the
City Clerk no less than forty-eight hours prior to the meeting. The notice shall state the
items intended to be discussed at the meeting.
5.2 Continued Hearings. The Commission may continue a meeting without further
notices being posted.
3
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Article VI. Notices for Public Hearings
6.1 Notice of Public Hearing. The development administrator, or his or her designee,
shall cause notice of public hearings to be published in a newspaper of general
circulation, no less than fifteen days prior to the date of the hearing. The notice shall
state the name and address of the applicant, the location of the subject property, and a
brief statement of the nature of the petition.
6.2 Continued Hearings. The Commission may continue a hearing without further
notices being published.
Article VII. Procedures on Hearings
7.1 Open Meetings Act. All hearings on petitions shall be subject to the Illinois Open
Meetings Act (5 ILCS 120/1 et seq.).
7.2 Petitioner Appearance. At a public hearing, a petitioner may appear on his or her
own behalf or may be represented by an attorney.
7.3 City Participation. The City of Elgin shall be a party in every proceeding, and need
not appear.
7.4 Priority of Business and Questions of Order. The chairperson shall decide all
questions of priority of business without debate and shall decide all other questions of
order.
7.5 Order and Decorum. The chairperson shall preserve order and decorum.
7.6 Chairperson’s Rulings. Rulings of the chairperson may be overruled by a majority
of the Commission present.
7.7 Testimony Under Oath. All persons offering testimony at a public hearing shall
testify under oath. An attorney shall be sworn if he or she offers testimony but not if he
or she is summarizing testimony of petitioners or addressing the Commission.
7.8 Testimony by Others. In addition to the petitioner, any person may appear and
present testimony at the public hearing.
7.9 Registration of Public Participants. Anyone wishing to testify during a public
hearing conducted by the Commission must first register with the Commission at the
public hearing.
7.10 Registration Sheet. A registration sheet shall be available for public comment by
persons:
4

Rules of Order - Elgin Heritage Commission
August 2, 2005

7.10.1 Testifying in favor of the proposal. Each person shall have three
minutes to present his or her testimony during the public hearing.
7.10.2 Testifying against the proposal. Each person shall have three minutes
to present his or her testimony during the public hearing.
7.10.3 Testifying neither in favor or against the proposal. Each person shall
have three minutes to present his or her testimony during the public hearing.
7.11 Limitations on Evidence or Testimony. The Commission’s chairperson may
impose reasonable limitations on evidence or testimony presented by persons and
parties such as time limits and barring repetitious, irrelevant or immaterial testimony.
Time limits, if imposed, shall be fair and equally administered. The Commission shall
not be bound by strict rules of evidence; however, irrelevant, immaterial, or unduly
repetitious evidence shall not be admissible.
7.11.1 Chairperson’s rulings. The chairperson shall rule on all questions
relating to the admissibility of evidence or procedure. A majority of the
Commission present may overrule the chairperson.
7.11.2 Imposing reasonable conditions on hearing process. The chairperson
may impose reasonable conditions on the hearing process based on the
following factors:


The complexity of the issue;



Whether the person testifying possesses special expertise;



Whether the testimony reflects a matter of taste or personal opinion
or concerns a disputed issue of fact;



The degree to which the person’s testimony relates to the factors to
be considered in approving or denying the petition; and



Such other factors appropriate for the hearing.

7.12 Pre-Hearing Consultation. The chairperson and the Commission may conduct a
pre-hearing consultation (lasting approximately the first fifteen minutes of the public
hearing) with the petitioner, interested parties, and all others in attendance, to discuss
the conduct of the hearing and to determine the length of the proceedings. At such prehearing consultation, the chairperson may review with the petitioner and any interested
party the nature and scope of the testimony and evidence that will be presented during
the public hearing. The chairperson may require the petitioner and any interested party
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to provide a list of persons testifying that will be presented during the public hearing and
the estimated time necessary to present each party’s testimony and evidence.
7.13 Hearing Conduct. The chairperson may take such actions as are required to
maintain an orderly and civil hearing. Discourtesy or disorderly conduct shall be deemed
a breach of order and such misconduct shall be dealt with as appropriate.
7.14 Proof of Notice. Proof of lawful notice shall be introduced into evidence before a
public body.
7.15 Record of Proceedings. A record of proceedings shall be made as directed by
the public body.
7.16 Identification of Participants. Any person participating in the public hearing shall
identify him or herself for the record, giving his or her name and address, either orally or
in writing, and indicating whether an attorney is representing him or her during the
hearing.
7.17 Order of Presentation. The order of presentation of evidence at a public hearing
shall generally be as follows, but may be modified as determined appropriate by the
chairperson:


Identification of item of business.



Statement of the chairperson or designee regarding the rules of the Public
Hearing.



Statement of the Secretary regarding the nature of the case, relief sought, and
submittal of proof of notice.



Testimony and other evidence by the petitioner.



Commission members’ examination of petitioner’s testimony and other evidence.



Testimony and other evidence by interested parties who have registered with the
Commission at the commencement of the hearing.



Report by city staff, if any.





The Commission Members may question staff and witnesses.
The petitioner and interested parties may question staff and witnesses.

Public comment and statements.


May include statements in favor of the proposal, against the proposal, or
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neither for nor against the proposal.
7.18.1 Commission member and city staff questioning. At any point in the
proceedings, the commissioners may call upon witnesses who have not previously
testified such as city staff and city consultants. The Commission members or city
staff may ask questions at any time during the hearing.
Article VIII. Decisions
8.1 Deliberations. At the conclusion of an evidentiary portion of the public hearing, the
Commission may, among other actions, move to deliberate on the evidence presented
or continue the hearing to a date no later than thirty days following the close of the
hearing, and a time and location certain.
8.2 Vote. A concurring vote of the majority of the quorum voting shall be required to
make findings and recommendations regarding a petition; to forward to the city council a
recommendation concerning a landmark nomination; or to affirm or reverse any
determination of the Design Review Subcommittee being appealed to the Commission.
8.3 Decisions and Recommendations. All decisions and recommendations of the
Commission shall be made at a public meeting by motion made and seconded, and by
the secretary polling the members by a roll call vote. A written decision shall be
prepared which shall include finding of fact and the Commission’s recommendation or
decision based upon the record. If conditions are recommended or imposed, such
conditions shall be included in the motion.
8.4 Reports. The Commission shall submit such written reports and records to the city
council as are required by ordinance; all reports shall be signed by the chairperson and
the secretary.
Article IX. Records
9.1 Records of the Commission. A file of all materials and recommendations or
decisions relating to each case shall be kept by the secretary as part of the records of
the Commission.
9.2 Public Record. All records of the Commission shall be of public record.
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Article X. Amendment of Rules
10.1 Rule Amendments. These rules may be amended at any meeting. A minimum of
five concurring votes shall be required to amend the rules.
10.2 Amendment Requirements. A proposed amendment to these rules must be
presented in writing at a regular or special meeting at which the vote is taken.
The foregoing Rules are hereby adopted by the Elgin Heritage Commission of
the City of Elgin on this Second day of August, 2005, and shall be applicable to all
petitions heard hereafter.

___s/ George Albee ____________________
Chairman: George Albee

___s/ Sarosh Saher ____________________
Secretary and Staff Liaison
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CITY OF ELGIN
Elgin Heritage Commission
(Adopted June 16, 2020)

RULES OF ORDER
Article I. General Provisions
1.1 Supplemental Rules. These rules supplement the provisions of Chapter 3.70 and
Title 20 of the Elgin Municipal Code, 1976, as amended, as they relate to the powers
and duties and procedures of the City of Elgin, the Elgin Heritage Commission
(“Commission”).
1.2 Participation. No Commission member shall participate in the deliberation or vote
on a question in which he or she has a direct personal or pecuniary interest not
common to other members of the Commission. Any Commission member shall abstain
from voting on a question of direct personal interest.
1.3 Powers and Authority to Change Preservation Ordinance. Nothing herein shall
be construed to give or grant to the Commission the power or authority to alter or
change the Historic Preservation ordinance, including the historic district map, which
authority is reserved to the Elgin City Council (“city council”).
1.4 Corporation Counsel. The City of Elgin Corporation Counsel may be consulted in
cases where the powers of the Commission are not clearly defined.
1.5 Agenda. Matters referred to the Commission by the city council shall be placed on
the agenda for consideration and action at the first available meeting of the Commission
after such referral and as procedures allow.
1.6 Rules of Order. Robert's Rules of Order are hereby adopted for the government of
the Commission in all cases not otherwise provided for in these rules.
1.7 Location. The office of the Commission shall be located at 150 Dexter Court, Elgin,
Illinois.
Article II. Officers and Duties
2.1 Officers. The Commission’s officers shall be a chairperson, a vice-chairperson and
a secretary.
2.2 Designation of Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson. The Commission shall elect
from among its members a chairperson and a vice-chairperson when the chairperson is
absent. In the event of death, removal for cause or resignation of the chairperson, his or
her successor shall be designated by the Commission.
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2.3 Duties of Chairperson. The chairperson shall supervise the affairs of the
Commission and shall have such other duties as provided by these rules. The
chairperson shall preside at all meetings of the Commission, shall appoint such
subcommittees as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of the Commission, and
shall provide for the oath to be administered to all witnesses in cases before the
Commission. The chairperson shall be an ex officio member of all subcommittees
appointed.
2.4 Vice-Chairperson. The Vice-chairperson, in the absence or disability of the
chairperson shall perform all the duties and exercise all the powers of the chairperson.
2.5 Duties of Secretary. The City of Elgin Development Administrator (“development
administrator”), or his or her designee, shall serve as the secretary for the Commission.
The secretary shall summarize in minutes all deliberations of the Commission, shall
summarize accurately the testimony of all witnesses appearing before the Commission
or keep a verbatim transcript of all hearings, and shall file all minutes and records in the
office of the Commission, which minutes and records shall be a public record.
Article III. Meetings
3.1 Open Meetings Act. All Commission meetings shall be subject to the Illinois Open
Meetings Act (5 ILCS 120/1 et seq.).
3.2 Meeting Dates. Regular meetings of the Commission shall be held on the first
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at Elgin City Hall, 150 Dexter Court, Elgin, Illinois.
In the event the regular meeting day is a recognized holiday, or regular location of the
meeting is unavailable, the Commission shall designate an alternate meeting date and
location.
3.3 Cancellation of Meetings. Regular meetings may be cancelled by the chairperson
when there are no cases pending or for lack of a quorum. Notification shall be given to
members, however, not less than twenty-four (24) hours prior to the time set forth for
such cancelled meetings.
3.4 Special Meetings. Special meetings may be called by the chairperson or upon the
request of two or more Commission members provided that forty-eight (48) hours notice
is given to each Commission member.
3.5 Continuances. Any deliberation not concluded or heard by the Commission shall
be continued to the next regular meeting or to a special meeting at the direction of a
majority of the Commission members present.
3.6 Meetings. All meetings and hearings shall be open to the public.
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3.7 Quorum. A quorum shall consist of five members. A minimum of four concurring
votes are required to take any action.
3.8 Electronic Attendance at Meetings. The Commission may attend a meeting
electronically in accordance with Chapter 3.03.130 titled “Electronic Attendance at
Meetings.”
Article IV. Order of Business
4.1 Order of Business. All meetings of the Commission shall proceed as follows:


Roll call and declaration of a quorum.



Review and approval of minutes of previous meeting.



Hearing requests for addition, withdrawal or a continuance of items of business
on the published agenda:


Addition, withdrawal or continuances may be granted at the discretion of
the Commission in any case for good cause shown.



In the event an applicant or citizen representing an item of business fails
to appear, the chair may entertain a motion from the Commission to
continue, conduct the hearing, or dismiss a matter for want of prosecution.



In the absence of a motion by the Commission, the chairperson shall rule.



Discussion of items of business contained within the published agenda, or added
following the consent of the Chairperson



Other business.



Adjournment.

Article V. Notices of Meetings
5.1 Notice of Meeting. The development administrator, or his or her designee, shall
cause notice of Commission meetings to be posted at the location designated by the
City Clerk no less than forty-eight hours prior to the meeting. The notice shall state the
items intended to be discussed at the meeting.
5.2 Continued Hearings. The Commission may continue a meeting without further
notices being posted.
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Article VI. Notices for Public Hearings
6.1 Notice of Public Hearing. The development administrator, or his or her designee,
shall cause notice of public hearings to be published in a newspaper of general
circulation, no less than fifteen days prior to the date of the hearing. The notice shall
state the name and address of the applicant, the location of the subject property, and a
brief statement of the nature of the petition.
6.2 Continued Hearings. The Commission may continue a hearing without further
notices being published.
Article VII. Procedures on Hearings
7.1 Open Meetings Act. All hearings on petitions shall be subject to the Illinois Open
Meetings Act (5 ILCS 120/1 et seq.).
7.2 Petitioner Appearance. At a public hearing, a petitioner may appear on his or her
own behalf or may be represented by an attorney.
7.3 City Participation. The City of Elgin shall be a party in every proceeding, and need
not appear.
7.4 Priority of Business and Questions of Order. The chairperson shall decide all
questions of priority of business without debate and shall decide all other questions of
order.
7.5 Order and Decorum. The chairperson shall preserve order and decorum.
7.6 Chairperson’s Rulings. Rulings of the chairperson may be overruled by a majority
of the Commission present.
7.7 Testimony Under Oath. All persons offering testimony at a public hearing shall
testify under oath. An attorney shall be sworn if he or she offers testimony but not if he
or she is summarizing testimony of petitioners or addressing the Commission.
7.8 Testimony by Others. In addition to the petitioner, any person may appear and
present testimony at the public hearing.
7.9 Registration of Public Participants. Anyone wishing to testify during a public
hearing conducted by the Commission must first register with the Commission at the
public hearing.
7.10 Registration Sheet. A registration sheet shall be available for public comment by
persons:
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7.10.1 Testifying in favor of the proposal. Each person shall have three
minutes to present his or her testimony during the public hearing.
7.10.2 Testifying against the proposal. Each person shall have three minutes
to present his or her testimony during the public hearing.
7.10.3 Testifying neither in favor or against the proposal. Each person shall
have three minutes to present his or her testimony during the public hearing.
7.11 Limitations on Evidence or Testimony. The Commission’s chairperson may
impose reasonable limitations on evidence or testimony presented by persons and
parties such as time limits and barring repetitious, irrelevant or immaterial testimony.
Time limits, if imposed, shall be fair and equally administered. The Commission shall
not be bound by strict rules of evidence; however, irrelevant, immaterial, or unduly
repetitious evidence shall not be admissible.
7.11.1 Chairperson’s rulings. The chairperson shall rule on all questions
relating to the admissibility of evidence or procedure. A majority of the
Commission present may overrule the chairperson.
7.11.2 Imposing reasonable conditions on hearing process. The chairperson
may impose reasonable conditions on the hearing process based on the
following factors:


The complexity of the issue;



Whether the person testifying possesses special expertise;



Whether the testimony reflects a matter of taste or personal opinion
or concerns a disputed issue of fact;



The degree to which the person’s testimony relates to the factors to
be considered in approving or denying the petition; and



Such other factors appropriate for the hearing.

7.12 Pre-Hearing Consultation. The chairperson and the Commission may conduct a
pre-hearing consultation (lasting approximately the first fifteen minutes of the public
hearing) with the petitioner, interested parties, and all others in attendance, to discuss
the conduct of the hearing and to determine the length of the proceedings. At such prehearing consultation, the chairperson may review with the petitioner and any interested
party the nature and scope of the testimony and evidence that will be presented during
the public hearing. The chairperson may require the petitioner and any interested party
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to provide a list of persons testifying that will be presented during the public hearing and
the estimated time necessary to present each party’s testimony and evidence.
7.13 Hearing Conduct. The chairperson may take such actions as are required to
maintain an orderly and civil hearing. Discourtesy or disorderly conduct shall be deemed
a breach of order and such misconduct shall be dealt with as appropriate.
7.14 Proof of Notice. Proof of lawful notice shall be introduced into evidence before a
public body.
7.15 Record of Proceedings. A record of proceedings shall be made as directed by
the public body.
7.16 Identification of Participants. Any person participating in the public hearing shall
identify him or herself for the record, giving his or her name and address, either orally or
in writing, and indicating whether an attorney is representing him or her during the
hearing.
7.17 Order of Presentation. The order of presentation of evidence at a public hearing
shall generally be as follows, but may be modified as determined appropriate by the
chairperson:


Identification of item of business.



Statement of the chairperson or designee regarding the rules of the Public
Hearing.



Statement of the Secretary regarding the nature of the case, relief sought, and
submittal of proof of notice.



Testimony and other evidence by the petitioner.



Commission members’ examination of petitioner’s testimony and other evidence.



Testimony and other evidence by interested parties who have registered with the
Commission at the commencement of the hearing.



Report by city staff, if any.





The Commission Members may question staff and witnesses.
The petitioner and interested parties may question staff and witnesses.

Public comment and statements.


May include statements in favor of the proposal, against the proposal, or
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neither for nor against the proposal.
7.18.1 Commission member and city staff questioning. At any point in the
proceedings, the commissioners may call upon witnesses who have not previously
testified such as city staff and city consultants. The Commission members or city
staff may ask questions at any time during the hearing.
Article VIII. Decisions
8.1 Deliberations. At the conclusion of an evidentiary portion of the public hearing, the
Commission may, among other actions, move to deliberate on the evidence presented
or continue the hearing to a date no later than thirty days following the close of the
hearing, and a time and location certain.
8.2 Vote. A concurring vote of the majority of the quorum voting shall be required to
make findings and recommendations regarding a petition; to forward to the city council a
recommendation concerning a landmark nomination; or to affirm or reverse any
determination of the Design Review Subcommittee being appealed to the Commission.
8.3 Decisions and Recommendations. All decisions and recommendations of the
Commission shall be made at a public meeting by motion made and seconded, and by
the secretary polling the members by a roll call vote. A written decision shall be
prepared which shall include finding of fact and the Commission’s recommendation or
decision based upon the record. If conditions are recommended or imposed, such
conditions shall be included in the motion.
8.4 Reports. The Commission shall submit such written reports and records to the city
council as are required by ordinance; all reports shall be signed by the chairperson and
the secretary.
Article IX. Records
9.1 Records of the Commission. A file of all materials and recommendations or
decisions relating to each case shall be kept by the secretary as part of the records of
the Commission.
9.2 Public Record. All records of the Commission shall be of public record.

7

Rules of Order - Elgin Heritage Commission
June 16, 2020
Article X. Amendment of Rules
10.1 Rule Amendments. These rules may be amended at any meeting. A minimum of
five concurring votes shall be required to amend the rules.
10.2 Amendment Requirements. A proposed amendment to these rules must be
presented in writing at a regular or special meeting at which the vote is taken.
The foregoing Rules are hereby adopted by the Elgin Heritage Commission of
the City of Elgin on this Second day of June, 2020, and shall be applicable to all
petitions heard hereafter.

___s/ ____________________
Chairman: John Wiedmeyer

___s/ ____________________
Secretary and Staff Liaison
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