ELGIN HERITAGE COMMISSION
Tuesday, March 2, 2021
7:00pm
City Council Chambers, 2nd Floor North Tower
150 Dexter Court, Elgin, IL 60120
AGENDA

A. Call Meeting to Order and Roll Call
B. Approval of Minutes
1. February 2, 2021

C. Recognize Persons Present
D. Plaque Applications
1. 839 Cedar Avenue
2. 706 Douglas Avenue

E. Old Business
1. Reports from Neighborhood Groups on Heritage Related Activities
2. 2021 Elgin Heritage Commission Goals
a. Historic Resources Survey (no update)
b. Spring-Douglas Historic District Walking Tour (no update)
c. Elgin Historic District and Landmark Design Guidelines (no update)
3. Mayor’s Awards for Preservation 2021
a. Update of Venue
b. Nominations Review

F. New Business
1. None

G. Other Business
1. Bungalow Thematic Historic District Public Hearing on April 6, 2021

H. Adjournment
THE CITY OF ELGIN IS SUBJECT TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 1990.
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES WHO PLAN TO ATTEND THIS MEETING AND WHO REQUIRED CERTAIN
ACCOMMODATIONS IN ORDER TO ALLOW THEM TO OBSERVE AND/OR PARTICIPATE IN THIS MEETING, OR WHO
HAVE QUESTIONS REGARDING THE ACCESSIBILITY OF THE MEETING OR THE FACILITIES, ARE REQUESTED TO
CONTACT THE HUMAN RESOURCES DEPARTMENT, ADA COORDINATOR AT (847) 931-5620 {TDD (847) 931-5616}
PROMPTLY TO ALLOW THE CITY OF ELGIN TO MAKE REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS FOR THOSE PERSONS.

City of Elgin
Elgin Heritage Commission
February 2, 2021
Proposed Minutes
A. The meeting of the Elgin Heritage Commission was called to order at 7:00 p.m. in the City
Council Chambers by Chairman John Wiedmeyer.
1. Members Present:

Rebecca Hunter, Len Govednik, John Marston, John Regan,
George Rowe, Scott Savel, John Wiedmeyer. All members, with
exception of Chairman Wiedmeyer, attended via electronic means.

2. Members Absent:

Steven Thoren and Brian Anderson

Chairman Wiedmeyer notified the commission of the recent passing of Commissioner
Anderson’s mother. The commission gave their condolences.
3. City Staff Present:

Christen Sundquist, Historic Preservation Planner

B. Approval of Minutes:
1. A motion was made by Commissioner Rowe to approve the January 5, 2021 minutes as
submitted. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Savel.
The motion passed 5-0-2 (Govednik and Hunter abstained).
C. Recognize Persons Present: None
D. Plaque applications:
1. None
E. Old Business
1. Reports from Neighborhood Groups on Heritage Related Activities
a. Commissioner Rowe noted that the Elgin History Museum recently had a lecture
presented by Bill Briska on the demise of the Elgin National Watch Company. The
lecture can be found on the Elgin History Museum’s YouTube page.
b. Commissioner Rowe also mentioned that the Elgin History Museum is now
reopened.
2. 2021 Elgin Heritage Commission Goals
a. Historic Resources Survey
No update.
b. Spring-Douglas Historic District Walking Tour
No update.
3. Elgin Historic District and Landmark Design Guidelines
The Commission reviewed the proposed guidelines and per the recommendation of
Commissioner Anderson via email, they agreed to add the following under the Retaining
Wall section of the guidelines, “Poured-in-place concrete may be required to be parged,
upon review.”
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A motion was made by Commissioner Savel to recommend for approval to City Council
the proposed Elgin Historic District and Landmark Design Guideline Manual with the
following amendment: addition of sentence to the Retaining Wall section, “Poured-inplace concrete may be required to be parged, upon review.” The motion was seconded
by Commissioner Regan.
The motion passed unanimously.
F. New Business
1. Mayor’s Awards for Preservation 2021
Staff noted a date has been set for the Mayor’s Awards which will be held on Tuesday,
May 4, 2021. With the help of Explore Elgin, staff presented the contract to use Imago
Events for the Mayor’s Awards. The Commission agreed that it was a great space
however, they were concerned that the cost for the space and caterer was quite high
for only 50 people. Staff explained that the price would likely not increase that much if
we had an increase in guests but as a precaution due to the pandemic, staff did not feel
comfortable advertising more than what is allowed right now per the state mandate.
A motion was made by Commissioner Savel to approve the contract with Imago Event
Venue at a cost of $3,000. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Hunter.
The motion passed unanimously.
2. Approval of Support Letter for Making Space: A Mural and Documentary
A motion was made by Commissioner Marston to approve the support letter for the
“Making Space: A Mural and Documentary.” The motion was seconded by Commissioner
Savel.
The motion passed 6-0-1 (Marston abstained).
G. Other Business
None
H. Adjournment
A motion was made by Commissioner Regan to adjourn the meeting. The motion was
seconded by Commissioner Hunter and passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at
7:33 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Christen Sundquist, Historic Preservation Planner
Community Development Department
Approved:

Heritage Building Plaque Application

Name _____________________________________________________________________
Antonio Rios
839 Cedar Avenue
Building Address ____________________________________________________________
Building Name ______________________________________________________________
(for public/commercial structures only)
Current Owner ______________________________________________________________
Antonio Rios
Street _________________________________
Daytime Phone ____________________
839 Cedar Ave
(224)402-5798
City __________________________________
State
_________
Zip ____________
Elgin
IL
60120
Email Address_______________________________________________________________
rios.antonio@outlook.com
If different than above:
Applicant’s Name ________________________ Daytime Phone ____________________
Address ______________________ City ____________ State _______ Zip ____________
Email Address_______________________________________________________________
Original Owner ___________________________________________________
Henry L. Baumann & Augusta Baumann
Date of Construction _______________________________________________
1909
Architect (if known) _______________________________________________
Builder (if known) _________________________________________________
Please attach the following information:
1. Statement of Value: This statement should include a narrative description of the historical and
architectural value of the building.
2. Photocopies of relevant research materials including but not limited to, Sanborn Maps, City
Directories and original property deeds. See page 3 of the program guidelines for research
locations.
3. Building Alterations: List any alterations to the exterior of the building. Attach copies of all
building permit applications.
4. Photographs: Include a recent photograph in which the building is clearly visible. Additional
photographs depicting close-up details of decorative features are helpful.
An example plaque nomination is attached.

Stipulations

If the building is not awarded a plaque, the application fee of $60 will be refunded.
This application and submitted materials shall be retained by the City of Elgin as a part of the permanent
record of the building.
The Elgin Heritage Commission has the authority to edit and publish the information submitted in the
application. This does not prohibit others from using the information.
When awarded, the plaque will remain with the building and should not be altered or removed from the
building. It is the City’s responsibility to replace the plaque if or when the situation warrants it.
In addition to the above stipulations, the undersigned attests that the information provided is, to the best
of his/her knowledge, accurate.

12/28/2020
Owner’s Signature ____________________________________________ Date ____________
Rev. 8/14

Property: 839 Cedar Avenue, Elgin, IL
Original Owner: Henry L. & Augusta Baumann
Date of Construction: 1909

Resident History
839 Cedar Avenue is located in the Grand View addition on lot seven of block seven. The assessor’s parcel
number is 06-12-183-004. The land was purchased from Mary Perry Ackroyd and her husband William on
March 22, 1909 by Henry L. Baumann and his wife Augusta for a sum of $200. They secured a real estate
loan to build a house on June 9, 1909 from Charles (Char) Rippberger in the amount of $1800. On
September 12, 1914, Henry Baumann took an additional loan of $1500 out against the property from Sam
T. Peterson.
At the time this house was built, Henry worked as an employee at the Elgin Wind Power Company, a
manufacturer of windmills. Shortly after they moved into the house, Henry decided to go back to his
preferred profession of farming. The Elgin City Directories listed Henry Baumann as living at 839 Cedar
until 1918.
The 1920 census and Elgin City Directory shows the house was owned by Alexander Harrison and his wife
Minnie. Alexander was a retired saloon owner and Minnie was a novelty worker at the Watch Case
Company. Alexander passed away in 1921.
Elgin City Directories show a Mr. Albert W. Lamz living at the property from 1921 to 1922 and a Mr. William
E. Douglas living there from 1923 to 1924. The house was likely rented out during this time period.
Edward Lavender and his wife Ruby lived in 839 Cedar from around 1925 to 1943. Edward was a case
maker at the Watch Case Company and Ruby was a sales lady at a department store.
In 1943, Donald E Lowman and his wife Josephine purchased the house. Donald Lowman worked in the
service department as a manager at Elgin Softner.
In 1976, the Lowmans sold the house to Charles and Juanita Brook who stayed there until 2011 when they
sold the house to Matthew & Angela Smith. The Smiths sold the property in 2014 to Jordan and Alisha
Wildermuth. The Wildermuths sold the house in 2017 to Collin and Ashlyn Duff. In 2019, the house was
sold to the current owner, Antonio Rios.

Architecture
The house is built in a subset of the Colonial Revival style - Dutch Colonial. It has a cross-gambrel form
with wood cladding. The 1913 Sanborn Map shows the house as a 1-½ story frame dwelling with 1 story
open frame front and back porches. The roof of the house and both porches were wood covered with
wood shingles.

Figure 1 839 Cedar Ave, Stroud, Steven R. There Use to Be. Vol. 2, n.d.

The 1950 Sanborn map shows the house as a 2-story frame dwelling with 1-story open frame front and
back porches. A 1-story private auto house was added to the back of the property as of the 1950 Sanborn
map. The roof of the house, both porches and the garage are shown as a composite material.
Some modern changes have been made to the house over the past 70 years. The front porch was enclosed
in July 1928 by J.A. Ames while Edward Lavender owned the house. The house was first clad in aluminum
siding in August 1960 by J.C. Stevens Construction while Donald Lowman owned the house. During this
time, the front shutters were added and the fanlight window at the top of the house was removed. Later
the aluminum siding was replaced with vinyl siding.
The house still retains its original leaded glass window, porch light and front door which are now inside
the enclosed porch. The enclosed porch also features the original wood siding. The inside of the house
has the original solid wood doors throughout, oversized millwork, brass door hardware, stair newel posts
and balusters.

Current view of the house:

Figure 2 Exterior of 839 Cedar Ave

Figure 3 Exterior of 839 Cedar Ave

Figure 4 Exterior of 839 Cedar Ave

Figure 5 Exterior of 839 Cedar Ave

Figure 6 Leaded Glass Window on Porch

Figure 7 Brass Door Knob Front Door

Figure 8 Kitchen Door with Glass Panel Window

Appendix

Figure 9 Deed to the land, March 22, 1909

Figure 10 Loan for house, June 9, 1909

Figure 11 Additional Loan, September 12, 1914

Figure 12 Sanborn Insurance Map, 1913

Figure 13 Sanborn Insurance Map, 1950

Figure 14 Elgin City Directory, 1909-1910

Figure 15 Elgin City Directory, 1911-1912

Figure 16 Elgin City Directory, 1915-1916

Figure 17 Elgin City Directory, 1917-1918

Figure 18 Elgin City Directory, 1920

Figure 19 Elgin City Directory, 1921-1922

Figure 20 Elgin City Directory, 1923-1924

Figure 21 Elgin City Directory, 1925-1926

Figure 22 Elgin City Directory, 1927-1928

Figure 23 Elgin City Directory, 1929

Figure 24 Elgin City Directory, 1941-1942

Figure 25 Elgin City Directory, 1943

Figure 26 Elgin City Directory, 1960

Figure 27 US Census, 1910

Figure 28 US Census, 1920

Figure 29 US Census, 1930

Figure 30 US Census, 1940

Figure 31 Permit showing enclosure of porch in 1928

Figure 32 Permit showing re-siding with aluminum in 1960

Sources
“FIMo - How to Interpret Sanborn Maps.” Historical Information Gatherers. Accessed January 26, 2020.
http://www.historicalinfo.com/fimo-interpret-sanborn-maps/.
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map from Elgin, Kane County, Illinois. Sanborn Map Company, 1913. Map.
https://www.loc.gov/item/sanborn01846_005/.
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map from Elgin, Kane County, Illinois. Sanborn Map Company, - Jun 1950, 1950.
Map. https://www.loc.gov/item/sanborn01846_006/.
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map from Elgin, Kane County, Illinois. Sanborn Map Company, Feb, 1903. Map.
https://www.loc.gov/item/sanborn01846_004/.
Stroud, Steven R. There Use to Be. Vol. 2, n.d.
McAlester, Virginia, Suzanne Patton. Matty, and Steve Clicque. A Field Guide to American Houses: the
Definitive Guide to Identifying and Understanding America’s Domestic Architecture. New York: Alfred A.
Knopf, 2017.
U.S. Census accessed from Ancestry.com
Elgin City Directories accessed from Gail Borden Public Library, Elgin, IL and Newberry Library, Chicago,
IL.
Property Deeds and Records accessed from the Kane County Recorders Office, Geneva, IL.

Heritage Building Plaque Application
Name: Adam and Elizabeth Long
Building Address: 706 Douglas
Building Name (for public/commercial structures only):
Current Owners:
Street: 706 Douglas
Daytime Phone: 773 766-5519
City: Elgin
State: IL
Zip: 60120
Email Address: elizabethm.pierce@gmail.com
If different than above:
Applicant’s Name
Daytime Phone:
Address:
City:
State:
Zip:
Email:
Address:
Original Owner Mary Ann Towner
Date of Construction 1892 or 1893
Architect (if known) William Wright Abell
Builder (if known) John A. Wright
Please attach the following information:
1. Statement of Value: This statement should include a narrative description of the
historical and architectural value of the building.
2. Photocopies of relevant research materials including but not limited to, Sanborn
Maps, City Directories and original property deeds. See page 3 of the program
guidelines for research locations.
3. Building Alterations: List any alterations to the exterior of the building. Attach
copies of all building permit applications.
4. Photographs: Include a recent photograph in which the building is clearly visible.
Additional photographs depicting close-up details of decorative features are
helpful.
Stipulations
If the building is not awarded a plaque, the application fee will be refunded.
This application and submitted materials shall be retained by the City of Elgin as
a part of the permanent record of the building.
The Elgin Heritage Commission has the authority to edit and publish the
information submitted in the application. This does not prohibit others from using the
information.
When awarded, the plaque will remain with the building and should not be altered
or removed from the building. It is the City’s responsibility to replace the plaque if or
when the situation warrants it.
In addition to the above stipulations, the undersigned attests that the information
provided is, to the best of his/her knowledge, accurate.
Owner’s Signature _____________________________________ Date ____________

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE
In 1868, Vincent S. Lovell platted an addition to Elgin, bounded on the east by
Dundee Avenue, on the South by Jefferson Street (then North St), on the north by
what is now Slade Avenue, and on the west by the Fox River. After his death, his
widow Lucy inherited the property. In 1869, she sold lots 7 and 8 of Block 8 for
$1000 to Ithiel C. Towner. Towner, a businessman in Elgin since 1850, retained
the two vacant lots until 1872, when he sold them temporarily to Martin Switzer
for the sum of $1000. Switzer was probably a relative of Towner’s wife Mary Ann
Switzer Towner. In March of 1882, Martin Switzer and his wife Mary Ann Towner
Switzer, sold the property, still vacant, back to I. C. Towner for $1000. That same
year, Towner platted his own subdivision of the two lots, creating nine smaller
lots. He retained lots 1 and 2 for his own use, and sold the remaining lots. In
August of 1882, Ithiel transferred the title to the property to his wife Mary Ann in
exchange for “love and duty”. The 1892 city directory lists the house, but the I. C.
Towner residence on Douglas Avenue is not mentioned in the annual building
report published in the Elgin Daily Courier until December 30, 1893. It was
designed by W. W. Abell and built at a cost of $6300.
Ithiel Crosby Towner was born September 25, 1831 in Canada. His father,
William A. Towner, was born in Canada September 2, 1804. He died in 1874 and
is buried at Bluff City Cemetery in Elgin. He and wife Eliza had two children,
Ithiel Crosby and Harriet Louisa. Harriet was born in December 1832 in
Montreal, and died in 1906 in St. Charles, Illinois. Harriet married Samuel
Switzer, and they had nine children.
I. C. Towner married Mary Ann Switzer on July 17, 1855. Of this union, eleven
children were born, six of whom died in infancy. The surviving children were
Harriet, born in 1859; Eva May, born in 1861; Jeanette (Jennie), born in 1867;
Inez C., born in 1873; and Wellington, born in 1875.
Mary Ann Switzer Towner was born in 1839 in Canada, as were her parents.
According to the 1878-79 Elgin City Directory, I. C. Towner had been in business
in Elgin since around 1850. He was a wagon and carriage maker, with an
extensive factory located at the northwest corner of Division and Brook (Dexter’s
Addition Lot 1 of Block 8) that he purchased in 1869 for $4000. Details can be
seen on the 1887 Sanborn Fire Insurance map. He purchased water power rights
from the dam on both the east and west sides of the river. His widow sold this
property in 1912 to Gottlob Eisenbaum and Fred Gebert for the sum of $12,000.
In addition to his business, he owned a number of other properties purchased
between 1885 and 1892, including Dexter’s addition Lot 6 of Block 2, 2 properties
in the Town of Elgin 13-142-3, Bowen Heights Addition Lot 4 of Block 2 and
Waldron’s subdivision part of Lot 4 in Block 41.
The 1870-71 Elgin city directory shows the Towner residence at the “corner of
Kimball and Center”. On May 29, 1868, George Dunlap sold I. C. Towner lots 14,
18, and 19 of P. J. Kimball Jr.’s second addition, which is located at the southeast

corner of Kimball and Center. Here, he built a two-story house with several onestory wings on the south elevation visible on the 1880 aerial map and the 1891
Sanborn Fire Insurance map. By 1884-85 the address was listed as 143 Center
Street. The Towner family lived there until they built their new house on
Douglas Avenue. The original address, 440 Douglas Avenue, first appears in the
1892 Elgin City Directory. In 1894, the house number was changed to 706.
The Towners lived here until I.C.’s death on March 31, 1907. Two months prior
to his death, his wife filed a petition for appointment of conservator, claiming
that he was “distracted, feeble-minded, and addicted to the excessive use of
intoxicating liquors to the extent of lessening his estate and exposing himself and
his family to want by reason of his incompetent and reckless management of his
property”. Towner’s estate consisted of $15,000 of real and personal estate.
Receipts, largely from rentals, totaled 19,267; payments totaled $18,305, leaving
a balance of only $962 that was divided between his wife and their five living
children.
Mary Ann Switzer Towner continued to live at 706 Douglas until her death in
1912. Her estate consisted of $8,428 in assets with expenses of $1,258, leaving a
balance of $7,169 for her children. Executor of her estate was Eva M. Springer,
the only child still living in Elgin. The other children had all left Elgin; Harriet
and Inez were in Los Angeles, Jennie in Portland, and Wellington in Great Falls
Montana.
In 1912, Mary Ann Towner transferred the property to the Toppings for $10, and
the Towners filed a quit claim deed to William P. and Grace Topping in exchange
for “one dollar and other valuable considerations”.
William Topping was born December of 1869 in Wisconsin. His father, Nelson
H., also was born in Wisconsin, his mother, Evaline A., in New York. He married
Grace in 1892. Prior to moving to 706 Douglas, they lived at 459 Laurel Street in
Elgin with daughters Gladys (born 1895) and Mildred (born 1899). In 1900,
William was assistant superintendent at a publishing house; by 1920 he had been
promoted to superintendent. The 1920 census shows occupants of 706 as
William, Grace, daughter Gladys and servant Bertha Edeher.
The Great Depression of 1929 was unkind to the Toppings. They financed the
house in 1931 and again in 1932 but still lost it to foreclosure in 1933. William
died on July 8, 1952, leaving no real and personal estate. He was owed $5000 by
Carl and Ramona Carlson of 269 Henry Street in Elgin. The Carlsons were unable
to pay the debt of $9233 ($5000 loan plus accrued interest at 6%), and offered a
settlement of $2200, which was accepted by William’s widow Grace of 320 East
Chicago Street in Elgin and their daughter Gladys T. Aubrey.
The 1935-36 directory shows a renter, James S. Lipson, at 706 Douglas. In 193738 the house was vacant.

In 1938, George W. and Berniece Therien purchased the property. George W. was
born October 28, 1889 in Montreal. He immigrated in 1891 at age 2 and became a
naturalized citizen. His father, Ephraim, was also born in Montreal; his mother
Olive Mombleau was born in St. Anne. Illinois. The couple had at least three
children: Ellwood G. (born c.1911), Gordon G. (born c.1913) and Margaret L.
(born c.1917). George W. worked as a silo salesman at Mason and Lawrence Silos.
Son George Ellwood was also in the silo business, working at Therien and Long
Silos headquartered at 865 Van Street in Elgin. Son Gordon G. and wife Florence
lived at 340 Griswold; he was a foreman at Mason and Lawrence Silos.
After George W.’s death in 1943, widow Berniece continued living at 706 Douglas.
By 1946, Berniece had married Robert C. Mason, who worked at D. C. Cook
Publishing, promoted to Comptroller by 1959. The Masons lived there until their
deaths, Berniece in 1959 and Robert in 1960.
The 1946 directory also lists Milton H. McBride as an occupant of 706, indicating
that the house had been split into two apartments. In 1954, the house was shared
with Roberta and Russell K. Nelson. The 1956 city directory shows George W’s
son George Elwood and his wife Nancy as additional occupants of 706.
After their deaths, the house became a rental property occupied by Robert and
Ruth Haas. In 1966, Richard and Catherine Hale were living there. In 1968, the
Hales bought the house for $28,800. After Richard’s death c.1973, Catherine
lived there alone until 1980.
The next owners were Catherine Hale Harrington and her second husband
Howard Harrington who took over the property in 1981. They used the house as a
rental until its purchase in 1986 by Adella Bedwell for $10 and other good and
valuable consideration. Bedwell also signed an installment agreement for
purchase from the Harringtons. The agreement included a clause stating that
neither the purchaser nor any contractor or subcontractor would be entitled to
claim a lien against the premises.
Adelle was born in 1918, daughter of Clifford Washer. She married Ernest W.
Bedwell, a machine operator with a 10th grade education. In 1935, the Bedwells
lived at 1029 St. Charles; in 1939 at 702 Grace; and in 1948-66 at 371 N. Crystal.
Ernest then lived there alone. Adella does not appear in city directories from
1967-85. She lost 706 Douglas to foreclosure in 2016.
Jena and Paul Bednar purchased the house in 2019, and proceeded to carry out
major restorations, for which they received a Mayor’s Award in 2020.
The current owners, Adam and Elizabeth Long, bought the house in 2021. They
moved to Elgin from Chicago with their three children Eloise (9), Peyton (7), and
Graham (3). They appreciate the bright, open feeling of the house, the large yard,
and the close walking distance to downtown.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE
As befits a dwelling for a wealthy and successful businessman, Towner hired one
of Elgin’s foremost architects, W. W. Abell, to design this massive structure with
elaborate decorative detailing. The Shingle Style, popular between 1880 and
1910, was an American adaptation of previous traditions. From Queen Anne Style
came wide porches, shingled surfaces and asymmetrical forms. Borrowed from
Colonial Revival Style were gambrel roofs, rambling additions, classical columns
and Palladian windows. Richardsonian Romanesque Style contributed irregular
sculpted shapes, Romanesque arches and use of stone on the porch or lower
story. Throughout its reign the style remained a high-fashion architect’s
phenomenon and never became adapted to mass vernacular housing. The name
derives from the use of continuous shingle cladding on the exterior and the roof.
Subtypes include hipped roof with cross gables (15%), side-gabled (20%), frontgabled (20%), cross-gabled (20%), and gambrel roof (25%).
(McAlester A Field Guide to American Houses)
706 Douglas evidences a wealth of the decorative detailing so beloved by
architects and home buyers alike. In this instance, as is common in Elgin, shingle
cladding is seen only on the second story. The façade is irregular, with a steeply
pitched hipped roof and intersecting cross-gables. Originally, the roof would have
been wood shingles. A rounded tower on the southeast elevation is blended into
the two-story polygonal bay on the east elevation by a continuous roofline. There
is a large recessed balcony on the second story of the east elevation under a
pedimented gable. Elaborate pointed window hoods sit atop the small oval
windows in the attic gables on the north and south elevations. The small
rectangular multi-paned window in the east gable is recessed and framed by
rounded shingle-clad elements that mimic small columns. A polygonal dormer
with three rectangular multi-paned windows extends out from the roof and
crowns peak on the east elevation.
The eave line of the house and porch is emphasized by rows of dentils. An
extensive porch, recessed under the main roof, wraps around the north elevation.
The porch roof is supported by round classical columns. The pedimented porch
entry is decorated with raised designs. The house in its current configuration
appears on the Sanborn Fire Insurance maps for 1913 and is identical on the 1950
revision of the map. A garage for an automobile is shown on both maps near the
northwest corner of the lot, west of its current location.
Architect William Wright Abell (1853-1916) designed a number of architecturally
important buildings in Elgin between 1891 and 1915. Born in Cummington,
Massachusetts in 1853. Abell worked for Massachusetts Central Railroad, and
architectural and civil engineering firms in Springfield, Massachusetts and Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick in Canada. In 1873 he came to the Elgin National Watch

Factory where his uncle, George Hunter, was superintendent. He worked there for
18 years. In 1891, he opened a private practice, and worked in nearly every state in
the country. He belonged to the American Institute of Architects, Illinois Society of
Civil Engineers and Surveyors, the Ancient Order of United Workmen, Archidean
Union, and Elgin Century Club.
He resided at 527 Laurel. He had a son and a daughter. Son Ralph also became an
architect and joined his father’s firm, which was renamed W. W. Abell and Son,
Architects and Civil Engineers.
A photo of the house appears in the 1902 Picturesque Elgin. It is included in Volume
One of There Used To be (2005).
ALTERATIONS
Sometime after 1950, a large enclosed porch was added on the south elevation. It
appears that this work may have been carried out without a permit. The addition
was not compatible with the original architecture, and was removed during the
2020 restoration by Paul and Jean Bednar. Previous owners had also made many
interior changes, including covering most of the walls with vertical wood paneling
and many large mirrors.
In 2010, the garage was raised up and moved closer to the house, and the house
was painted.
Addenda
Photos of house, current and historical
Deeds 1869 and 1882
City directory page 1892
Building report 1893
Subdivision plat map 1882
Sanborn fire insurance map 1913
1880 aerial map excerpts
1895 aerial map excerpt
Survey pages
1912 Appointment of conservator
Kane County Recorder deed references
www.kaneountyrecorder.net >search land records> document books
1869 Book 117 p. 350: Lucy Lovell sells lots on Douglas to I. C. Towner $1000
1869 Book 117 p. 628 J. Dunse sells factory site to I.C. Towner $4000
1872 Book 143 p. 163: I.C. Towner sells lots on Douglas to M. Switzer $1000
1882 Book 215 p. 18: Martin Switzer sells lots back to I. C. Towner $1000
1892 Book 215 p. 322: I.C. Towner deeds 706 to Mary Ann Towner for “love
& duty”
1912 Book 541 p. 595: M.A. Towner et al quit claim 706 to W. P. Topping $1
1912 Book 548 p. 146: M.A. Towner sells factory to G. Eisenbaum & S.
Newton $12,000

$10

1912 Book 548 p. 517: indenture M.A. Towner conveys 706 to W. Topping
1931 Book 790 p. 171: Topping mortgage
1932 Book 965 p. 165: Topping mortgage
1938 Book 1077 p. 575: mortgage G & B Therien
1968 Book 2484 p. 425: mortgage R. & C. Hale
1986 Document 1759165: acquisition by Adella Bedwell

ADDENDA

East elevation

South elevation

East balcony, gable and dormer

North gable

1902 photo Picturesque Elgin

Dining room before 2019 restoration

Dining room post restoration

Garage

1869 deed Lucy Lovell to I.C. Towner

1892 deed to M. A. Towner

1892 Elgin City Directory

1893 building report

1882 Subdivision map

1913 Sanborn Fire Insurance map excerpt

1880 aerial map Brook and River Street intersection

1880 Kimball and Center St Towner home

1887 Sanborn map pf carriage factory at Brook and Division

1890 aerial map Brook and Division

1995 Architectural survey

1912 appointment of conservator

Mayors Awards Nominations - 2021
1. Elgin Public Museum: Celebrating 100 years of the Elgin Public Museum; “Elgin’s White
Elephant.”
2. Paul Spiller: For volunteering his time for all of the plumbing installation at the 1846
Nancy Kimball House, 302 W. Chicago Street.
3. Ron Lange: Recently former President of the Elgin Sports Hall of Fame for the past nine
years where he oversaw the acknowledgement and documentation of Elgin’s current
and past athletes.
4. Terry Gabel & Sue Brigham: For their volunteerism and leadership in the continued
success of the Friends of the Lords Park Zoo Organization.
5. First Congregational Church: For their dedication to long term preservation and energy
conservation of the 1889 church through the installation of solar panels.
6. Rudy & Lillian Galfi: For continuing a treasured Elgin History Museum event by going
virtual which brought thousands of online viewers to the annual cemetery walk held in
September of 2020.
7. Ira Marcus: For the creation of the new exhibit at the Elgin History Museum, “Art and
Artifacts: Where History Meets Art Exhibit.”
8. Elgin History Museum: For their “Living Histories” documentation project that allowed
all residents to be an active contributor in recording Elgin’s history.
9. Aralei Properties: For installing full height windows and opening boarded up windows at
their property located at 212-214 DuPage Street.
10. Carolyn Buhrow: For photographing Elgin landmarks and compiling those images in a
yearly calendar.
11. George Rowe: George Van de Voorde Outstanding Service Award: For over 20 years of
dedication to Elgin’s history.

ELGIN HERITAGE COMMISSION MAYOR'S AWARDS
7KH0D\RU V$ZDUGVKRQRURXWVWDQGLQJFRQWULEXWLRQVWR(OJLQ VKHULWDJHDQGHGXFDWHWKHJHQHUDOSXEOLFRIWKH
YDOXHRIROGHUDUFKLWHFWXUHQHLJKERUKRRGVDQGKLVWRU\
I. Buildings:
0XOWLIDPLO\
3ULYDWH5HVLGHQFHV
,Q)LOO
6WUHHWVFDSH RUPRUHVWUXFWXUHV 
3XEOLF%XLOGLQJV
&RPPHUFLDO
&DUULDJH+RXVH6WDEOHV
$GDSWLYH5HXVH
Buildings must be 50 years old or older, or new construction sympathetic to the neighborhood, or be eligible
for the National Register of Historic Places or local landmark status. Preservation, restoration,
rehabilitation, maintenance, or additions must be appropriate and sympathetic. Before pictures should be
provided and after pictures must be provided as well as short narrative of the project.
II. Sites
&HPHWHULHV
3DUNV
*DUGHQV
2XWGRRURUQDPHQWV VWDWXHVIRXQWDLQV 
)HQFHVJDWHVZDOOV
*D]HERVSHUJRODVEULGJHV
Maintained, restored, or replicated. Original project must be 50 years old or older. Before pictures where
possible and after picture must be provided as well as short narrative of the project.
III. Events
:DONV+RXVH&HPHWHU\&KXUFKHWF
3DUDGHV3HUIRUPDQFHV
6RFLDOHYHQWVRSHQWRWKHSXEOLF
5HFUHDWLRQVRIHYHQWV
Related to the heritage, architectural, or otherwise culture or history of Elgin or historical way of life. News
articles, programs, etc. must be submitted along with a short narrative of the event.
IV. Persons and Groups:
/HDGVDSUHVHUYDWLRQSURMHFW
(IIRUWVWRVDYHKLVWRULFDOSURSHUW\
(GXFDWHVDQGSURPRWHVDQDZDUHQHVVRI(OJLQ¶VKHULWDJH
&UHDWLYHKLVWRULFSURMHFWUHODWLQJWRDUFKLYDORUREMHFWFROOHFWLRQV
0DLQWDLQDFRQWLQXRXVFXOWXUDORUKLVWRULFDORUJDQL]DWLRQIRU\HDUVRUPRUH
V. The Mayor George Van De Voorde Outstanding Service Award*:
'HPRQVWUDWHVFRQWLQXLQJYLJRULPDJLQDWLRQDQGSHUVLVWHQFHLQSUHVHUYLQJ(OJLQ VKHULWDJH:RUN
WKDWLVEURDGLQVFRSHFRXOGFRYHUPDQ\DUHDVRYHUDORQJSHULRGRIWLPHDERYHDQGEH\RQGZKDW
RWKHUVKDYHGRQH
VI. The William Stickling Award*:
'HGLFDWHGWRKRQRUWKHDFKLHYHPHQWVRIDGDSWLYHUHXVHSURMHFWVRILQGXVWULDODQGFRPPHUFLDO
EXLOGLQJV7KH+HULWDJH&RPPLVVLRQHVWDEOLVKHGWKHDZDUGLQLQKRQRURIWKHODWH:LOOLDP
6WLFNOLQJ
VII. The Artisan Award*:
7KH$UWLVDQ$ZDUGUHFRJQL]HVWKHH[HPSODU\ZRUNRIDFRQWUDFWRUFUDIWVSHUVRQRUDUWLVDQLQWKH
SUHVHUYDWLRQDQGUHVWRUDWLRQRI(OJLQ¶VDUFKLWHFWXUDOKHULWDJH
VIII. The Henry Jensen Award*:
7KH+HQU\-HQVHQ$ZDUGUHFRJQL]HVH[WUDRUGLQDU\H[WHULRUDQGRULQWHULRUUHKDELOLWDWLRQRIZRUN
FRPSOHWHGZLWKLQWKHSDVW\HDU
TheseDwards may or may not be given annually.
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'HVFULSWLRQDQGVLJQLILFDQFHRISURMHFWRUSHUVRQJURXS ZRUGVSOHDVH 
During the past few years, with the diligence, love and vision of basically three staff
members, the EPM has emerged as one of Elgin’s more brilliant cultural gems. It has
accomplished this feat despite staffing and financial setbacks and the ongoing Covid
crisis.The museum has produced an impressive exhibit on Elgin’s African American
background; it is presently providing a variety of programs to accommodate the
community’s homeschooled segment; the staff has worked effectively with the Gail
Borden Library,Hawthorne Hill, WRMN, the Daily Herald, the Elgin History Museum and
the neighborhood associations, nourishing the city’s sense of unity. 2020 was the
museum’s centennial year! To acknowledge this milestone, not only is there presently
an outstanding exhibit, replete with photographs and explanatory text, but also, the EPM
Education Coordinator has published a comprehensive history of the museum’s past 100
years. Certainly, the EPM should receive the Mayor’s Award for Preservation!
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Paul Spiller is a true volunteer. His business is located just east of the Nancy Kimball
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First Congregational Church, constructed in 1889, has been a historic landmark not only in the Elgin
Historic District but as well as Elgin’s downtown. Since its founding, the congregation has strived to
preserve this long-standing structure. Recent capital improvement campaigns included a tearoff and
reroof of the entire building, extensive plaster restoration at the interior, repointing and most notably
the addition of solar panels.
As part of the 2020 capital improvement plan, the congregation put funds towards ensuring the
longevity of this church with the addition of solar panels. Due to its soaring interior, the building was
losing a lot of energy adding to costly energy bills (approximately $9,000/year).
In 2019, the congregation went before the Design Review Subcommittee to install solar panels at the
mid-century flat roof addition as well as at the east elevation pitched roofs. The location of the panels at
these pitched roofs would be not be visible to passersby on Center Street and would be only minimally
visible from those traveling on Chicago Street. The panels they proposed were dark grey/black and
blended in with the new roof shingles. They even provided a mock-up for the Commissioners to review.
The project was recently completed in 2020 and is seen as a model to the community of an appropriate
application of solar energy on a historic structure.
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SEPTEMBER 27, 2020
virtual tour available at 9am
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about the Typhoid
Epidemic of 1916.

WATCH HISTORY COME ALIVE!
elginhistory.org/events
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ELGIN MAYOR'S AWARDS FOR PRESERVATION
NOMINATION

Elgin History Museum's You Are Liviing History
NOMINEE: __________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS:

360 Park Street, Elgin, IL 60120
__________________________________________________________________

PHONE:

847
742
4248
(_______)
__________-__________________

Description and significance of project or person/group: (50-100 words please)
Elgin History Museum's You Are Living History project allows all residents to be an
active contributor in recording Elgin's history. Topics ranging from "Thoughts about the
Black Lives Matter Peaceful Protests" to "Thoughts about friends and socializing during
COVID-19" to "Thoughts about shopping during COVID-19" are starting the
conversation. These topics will be historic moments that will shape society and our
community for generations to come. This project is invaluable and will allow us to look
back on how things were during times that most people describe as a blur because of
the significant impact they have on our everyday lives.
Press Coverage https://mailchi.mp/f5f99e4b62ce/recent-press-coverage-about-our-you-are-living-historyproject?e=8b9e731475
NOMINATION PROCEDURES:
*
Projects not chosen may be re-nominated, but must be resubmitted each year for
consideration.
*
Building and site projects must have been completed within the past five years.
*
Nominations must be submitted by FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2021.
Please submit completed nomination forms and supporting documentation to Christen
Sundquist, Community Development Department, City of Elgin, 150 Dexter Court,
Elgin, IL 60120. Phone 847-931-6004; sundquist_c@cityofelgin.org.
DOCUMENTATION TO BE PROVIDED:
Building and Sites:
After

Before Photos
Photos

News

Persons/Groups and Outstanding Service Award:

Events:

Program from Event
Articles

News Article
Photos
Evidence of Project

NOMINATED BY:
Explore Elgin Area
Name:________________________________________________________________________

60 S. Grove Avenue, Elgin, IL 60120
Address:______________________________________________________________________

695
7540
847 _________-_________________
Phone:(______)
Krisilee@ExploreElginArea.com
Email: ________________________________________________________
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'HVFULSWLRQDQGVLJQLILFDQFHRISURMHFWRUSHUVRQJURXS ZRUGVSOHDVH 
In 2020, Aralei Properties contacted the city with their interest in replacing the windows
at 212-214 DuPage Street. This property is not within a locally designated historic district
but the owners were willing to work with staff and follow their recommendations on
improving the property. It was found by staff that the existing windows were not original
as they have been reduced in size or boarded up completely. The owners opened up the
boarded-up openings as well as installed 52 full height windows. The historic brickmold
was retained and the windows were painted in a color that compliments the historic
brick. The installation of the new windows were a great improvement to not only this
property but as well as the downtown streetscape.
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Carolyn Buhrow
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Carolyn Buhrow of Mode de Vie Studio Photography is independently chronicling the
gems of Elgin Art and Architecture through her camera lense. She has photographed 74
of Elgin's churches, as well as countless Elgin landmarks. Each December she sells local
calendars featuring her work and Elgin's beauty. She has sold hundreds of them, both to
current and former Elgin residents. She often shares her work on Facebook, generating
positive discussion about Elgin's beauty and heritage. She recently began selling her
prints at Meraki Market Hub downtown, offering shoppers unique gifts that feature her
photos of Elgin landmarks. Her hard work and talent reflects well on our city and projects
a positivity that our community appreciates. She deserves recognition not only for the
historical value of her photography, but for the positive educational impact it fosters.
Samples of her work can be found online at: carolynbuhrow.shootproof.com.
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George Rowe
Mayor’s Award Nomination Narrative 2021
George Van De Voorde Outstanding Service Award
Twenty years ago, George was asked to help out at the Elgin History Museum. His wife, Marge, was already
involved as a volunteer and board member. She soon became board president. George began by taking on jobs
such as repainting the walls, building exhibits, and performing dozens of maintenance chores the busy Museum
needed to be done. No task was too small, or too hard, for him to cheerfully tackle. Within a few years, George
joined the board. The elevation in position and duties did not free him up from the constantly required
maintenance and construction work which had earned people’s admiration. In time, George filled other
positions on the board, including as treasurer, vice president and, eventually, 4 years as president.
All these lofty positions, and the many duties and committee memberships that went with them, did not
diminish George’s diligent and high-quality work on exhibit constructions and routine maintenance tasks. He
worked to develop the large, developmental history of Elgin on the first floor and had a hand in all of the
permanent exhibits. One large project he brought to conclusion as President was installing the 50-foot tall,
refurbished Elgin windmill in Foundry Park, which was once the location of the factory that built this marvelous
wind-powered water pump. He also organized the fundraising and production of a history on No-Pi-Ming, an
Elgin hunting camp in Wisconsin.
Besides George’s many talents in construction, team building, problem solving, and creativity, he is an
excellent historian and tour guide. He excels at giving tours to new Elgin City Council members, City and Elgin
non-profit organization staff, Museum donors, and others, because he is so knowledgeable and passionate about
Elgin and its rich history. George is able to convey the excitement he has about Elgin history and then find a
connection with a person in the tour to link them to Elgin.
In recent years George has been one the key team members managing the rehabilitation of the Nancy Kimball
Cobblestone House, located on Elgin near west side. Work on this small, but historic stone building, has been a
massive undertaking requiring both how-to skills and a diplomatic touch dealing with contractors and
volunteers. The Museum is so grateful to George. So much of the Museum’s success and growth in the last 20
years can be traced back George’s contributions to the entire team of volunteers keeping Elgin’s history alive
and relevant for today and the future.

2000
2008-2020
2006-2012
2006- Current
2011-2014
2010-2017
2012-Current
2013-2015
2014
2014-2018
2011-2013
2016-2018
2016-2018
2016-2021
2018
2016-Current
2019

George Rowe Timeline:
Starts volunteering at the Elgin History Museum
Serves on Museum’s Board of Directors
Works to build timeline exhibits on Museum’s first floor
Volunteers to set up and take down traveling exhibits
Serves as President of the Elgin Area Historical Society
Serves on the Elgin Police Department Museum Committee
Serves on Museum’s Finance Committee. Leads committee while Treasurer
Volunteers on production of Project 2-3-1 including planning and fundraising.
Facilitates the No-Pi-Ming history book
Serves as Treasurer
Leads the effort to preserve and install the Elgin Windmill in Foundry Park
Supports and represents the Museum in the City’s Civil War Re-enactment Event
Volunteers on Dairies to Prairies Committee for planning and production of exhibit and documentary.
Serves as Museum rep on the City’s Heritage Commission
Supports Sheldon Peck painting loan to the Sheldon Peck Homestead in Lombard.
Serves on the Museum’s Cobblestone Committee. Hands on volunteer and construction
Memorial Day speaker at Bluff City Cemetery on World War II

